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Summary. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in  the  first 
column. 


New  Points  in  tablet-making  arc  reported  on  p.  933. 
Another  warning  about  "  T.  C.  Smith  "  is  given  on  p.  930. 
The  Rankin's  ointment  appeal  case  is  down  for  hearing  this 
week  (p.  948). 

A  Full  Report  of  the  annual  castorum  auctions  will  be 
found  on  p.  955. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Squire,  a  well-known  store-chemist  in  London, 
died  last  week  (p.  946). 

A  Tarragona  port-winc  label  was  the  subject  of  a  prosecu- 
tion at  Worship  Street  this  week  (p.  950). 

Some  curious  details  of  a  natural  poison  barrier  that  has 
influenced  evolution  is  given  on  p.  931. 

J.  V.  Toone,  Jane  James,  and  J.  M.  Marjason  have  been 
elected  pharmaceutical  annuitants  (p.  933). 

The  improvement  in  British  export  and  import  trade  con- 
tinues.   We  deal  with  the  November  returns  011  p.  943. 

Camwal  and  Idris  reports  are  printed  in  our  Coloured 
Supplement,  where  other  interesting  news  will  be  found. 

A  Case  of  passing  off  "  Evans's  Antiseptic  Throat  Pastilles  " 
has  been  heard  before  the  Lancashire  Chancery  Court  (p.  951). 

A  New  Wat  of  smuggling  saccharin  has  suggested  itself  to 
a  technical  chemist,  and  he  warns  Somerset  House  (p.  940). 

Some  analysts  are  stretching  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  to  the  breaking  point.  Some  examples  are  dealt  with  on 
p.  946. 

The  Acting  Chief  Justice  of  Cape  Colony  has  decided  that 
the  title  "Pink  Pills"  belongs  there  to  the  Williams'  Medi- 
cine Co.  (p.  948). 

Mr.  W.  Watson-Will,  a  leading  pharmaceutical  educa- 
tionalist and  chemist,  died  on  Tuesday.  A  sketch  of  his  career 
is  given  on  p.  947. 

Powdered  Drugs,  "  as  imported,"  are  frequently  adul- 
terated, and  we  discuss  points  in  this  connection  which  re- 
tailors, as  well  as  wholesalers,  should  note  (p.  942). 

Professor  P.  C.  Ray's  researches  on  nitrites  arc  still  pro- 
ceeding ;  an  instalment  referring  to  silver  nitrite  was  given 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society  (p.  940). 

The  manner  in  which  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  endeavours 
to  protect  the  interests  of  its  members,  with  the  view  to  evolv- 
ing a  recognised  profession,  arc  outlined  in  an  article  on 
p.  943. 

The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  is 
wide  awake  on  the  question  of  pharmacy  representation  in 
Parliament.  So  writes  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  the  Secretary 
(p.  953). 

An  "  oil  of  savin  "  has  for  some  time  been  on  the  market, 
which  Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney  and  C.  T.  Bennett  find  to  be  dis- 
tilled from  Junipcrtis  phoznicca.  Particulars  about  it  and  its 
inactivity  are  reported  on  p.  933. 

Business  is  slackening  down  in  view  of  the  holidays.  The 
chief  alteration  is  a  reduction  in  morphine  salts.  Bleaching- 
powder  is  dearer  for  next  year.  Linseed,  rape,  and  castor  oils 
are  all  higher.  Cod-liver  oil,  lemon  oil,  sulphate  of  soda,  and 
petroleum  are  easier  (p.  956). 

Some  light  was  thrown  on  the  question  of  the  origin  of 
Indian  aconites  at  the  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  and  Dr.  Stopf  have  been  in- 
vestigating a  number  of  specimens  that  were  collected  by  Sir 
George  Watt' (p.  933). 

"Xrayser"  communicates  some  interesting  reminiscences 
of  the  hearing  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  the  London 
and  Provincial  Supply  Association,  especially  in  regard  to 
the  effect  which  Mr.  Wills's  presentation  of  the  company 
exemption  struck  the  Court  (p.  941). 

Two  Members  of  the  new  Ministry  (the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Mr.  John  Burns)  may  be  reckoned,  from  past  indications,  as 
favourable  to  legislation  on  the  company  question.  Will  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  approach  them  directly  ?  This  is 
substantially  what  we  suggest  on  p.  942. 

An  apothecary's  assistant,  who  is  not  an  assistant  to  an 
apothecary,  relying  upon  Section  16  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
sold  poison,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  prosecuted  him. 
In  spite  of  an  ably  argued  contention  by  Mr.  Upton  that  the 
exemption  covers  persons  such  as  the  defendant,  the  Judge 
had  no  hesitation  in  imposing  a  5/.  fine  (p.  948). 
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jEngUsb  TRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

On  December  8,  the  private  residence,  at  Bescot,  of  Mr. 
F.  B.  Sleigh,  chemist,  Willenhall,  was  broken  into  by 
burglars  and  a  quantity  of  jewellery  stolen. 

The  Crewe  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of  the 
executors  of  the  late  Mr.  E.  Booth  for  the  ensuing  year's 
supply  of  druggists'  sundries  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

A  constable  who  came  upon  two  men  trying  the  lock  on 
the  door  of  the  shop  of  Mr.  A.  Judge,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Derby,  was  shot  at  by  one  of  the  men  and  wounded  in  the 
arm. 

The  contract  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Chipping  Norton  for  the  next  twelve  months  has 
been  secured  by  Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, High  Street. 

The  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted 
,  the  tenders  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Barton,  Messrs.  Turner  &  Son, 
and  Messrs.  Golding  &  Son,  for  the  supply  of  chemists' 
goods  to  the  workhouse. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Mond,  F.R.S.,  has  presented  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity with  a  cheque  for  1,750/.  towards  the  augmentation 
of  the  endowment  of  the  Stokes  and  Cayley  University 
lectureships  in  mathematics. 

Sir  John  Brunner's  son  sent  a  caustic  retort  to  the  papers 
regarding  the  rumour  of  the  elevation  to  the  peerage  of  his 
father.  This  is  not  to  happen,  said  the  son,  and  he  hopes  to 
see  the  day  when  the  House  of  Lords  will  be  abolished. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Seyler,  analyst  to  the  Glamorgan  County  Coun- 
cil, reports  that  during  the  past  quarter  he  has  examined 
samples  of  Friar's  Balsam,  tincture  of  rhubarb,  cream  of 
tartar,  packet  magnesia,  and  oil  of  almonds,  and  they  were 
all  of  satisfactory. purity. 

The  prizes  and  certificates  gained  by  the  students  of  the 
Northampton  Institute,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.,  were  presented 
on  December  9  by  Sir  Wm.  Preece.  Among  the  prizes  was 
one  given  by  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company.  There  are 
now  5,000  students  at  the  Institute. 

At  Liverpool  on  December  12,  William  Frederick  Norton 
(25),  a  sailor,  was  sentenced  to  twelve  months'  imprison- 
ment for  having  broken  and  entered  the  counting-house  of 
W.  T.  Warhurst,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bootle,  and  for 
having  stolen  therefrom  a  lady's  gold  watch,  of  the  value 
of  51. 

At  the  Town  Hall  at  Mansfield,  on  Tuesday,  December  12, 
before  a  Consistory  Court,  a  case  was  heard  as  to  the  alleged 
use  of  illegal  ornaments  and  furniture  in  the  Parish  Church 
of  Shirebrook.  One  of  the  witnesses  was  Mr.  E.  J.  Latham, 
chemist,  of  Shirebrook,  who  was  for  seven  years  Vicar's 
warden,  and  gave  evidence  on  subpoena. 

A  football  match  was  played  on  the  Western  Park, 
Leicester,  on  December  7,  between  teams  representing 
Messrs.  Wand's  employes  and  the  chemists'  assistants  of 
the  town.  The  latter  had  slightly  the  better  of  the  play, 
but  could  not  manage  to  score.  Wand's  men,  by  scoring 
the  only  goal  of  the  match,  won  an  enjoyable  game. 

A  course  of  biological  chemistry,  suitable  for  candidates 
in  Branch  F  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  and  for  B.Sc. 
Honours  candidates,  will  be  held  by  Dr.  R.  H.  Aders 
Plimmer,  D.Sc,  in  the  Physiological  Department  of  Uni- 
versity College,  London,  W.C.,  during  the  second  and  third 
terms  (January  to  July)  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and 
Fridays  from  10  to  5. 

At  Chesterfield  on  December  9,  Mr.  F.  J.  Houston, 
chemist  and  druggist,  gave  evidence  for  the  prosecution  in 
a  summons  for  driving  a  motor-car  at  a  dangerous  speed. 
He  said  that  he  heard  the  car  coming  along  and  thought  it 
was  a  train.  He  put  the  speed  at  thirty  or  forty  miles  an 
hour.  The  defendant  estimated  the  speed  at  eight  miles 
an  hour,  and  the  Bench  were  unable  to  agree  after  a  hearing 
lasting  three  hours. 

The  struggle  between  Bovril,  Ltd.,  and  Barnsley  chemists 
continues,  and  free  bovril  is  to  be  had  in  any  quantity. 
The  chemists  are  by  no  means  anxious  for  a  truce,  and  are 


busy  stocking  their  shops  with  patent  medicines  at  cut 
prices,  along  with  which  they  receive  the  bovril  free.  One 
chemist  secured  in  three  days  nearly  1  gross  2-oz  bovril  at 
an  average  cost  of  2d.  per  bottle.    Chemists  from  other 
towns  have  also  bought,  and  as  the  scheme  gets  better  known 
writes  a  correspondent,  an  increased  business  will  no  doubt 
be  done  by  the  cutters  with  chemists  in  the  West  Riding. 
Esgistered-letter  Compensation. 
The  Postmaster-General  announces  that  from  January  1 
1906.  the  limit  of  compensation  which  will  be  paid  for  a 
registered  inland  letter  or  parcel  will  be  raised  from  120/  to 
400/. ;  and  the  scale  of  fees  will  be  reduced.    The  ordinary 
registration-fee  of  2d.  will,  as  at  present,  cover  compensation 
up  to  a  limit  of  5/. ;  but  in  future  a  fee  of  M.  will  cover 
compensation  up  to  20/.,  instead  of  10/.  as  at  present;  and 
each  additional  Id.  will  cover  an  additional  20/.,  instead  of 
10/.  as  at  present,    Thus,  for  instance,  the  fee  for  insuring 
a  packet  up  to  a  limit  of  120/.  will  be  8d.  instead  of  Is.  2d. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Councillor  A.  Russell  Fox,  F.L.S.,  chemist  and  druggist 
has  been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Cleansing  Sub-Com- 
mittee of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  City  Council. 

The  Sheffield  shops  are  beginning  to  put  on  their 
Christmas  frocks.  Mr.  H.  G.  Williams,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  118  The  Moor,  is  early  in  the  field  with  an 
artistic  and  beautiful  show  of  perfumery,  to  which  he  has 
devoted  the  whole  of  one  window. 

The  Health  Committee  of  the  City  Council  have  adopted 
a  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  a  portion  of  the  Winter 
Street  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  consumptives.  Objec- 
tion has  been  taken  to  the  proposal  on  account  of  the 
stitution,  as  well  as  persons  afflicted  with  acute  cancer, 
it  is  not  proposed  to  use  the  new  wards  as  a  sanatorium  but 
as  an  educational  institution,  in  which  patients  are  to  be 
kept  for  periods  not  exceeding  one  month  each  whilst  they 
are  instructed  in  the  advantages  and  methods  of  the  fresh- 
air  system  of  treatment. 

Manchester  Notes. 
Candidates'  expenses  in  connection  with  the  recent  muni- 
cipal elections  varied  from  13/.  to  106/.    Those  of  Mr.  Harry 
Kemp,  who  successfully  contested  Chorlton-cum- Hardy, 
came  out  at  23/. 

.  The  continual  increase  in  the  attendance  of  patients  at  the 
Manchester  Ear  Hospital  has  made  it  necessary  to  take  pre- 
liminary steps  with  a  view  to  providing  a  new  hospital  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  new  Royal  Infirmary,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
15.000/. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Edward  Taylor,  principal 
proprietor  of  the  "Manchester  Guardian,"  Owens  College 
benefits  to  the  extent  of  20,000/.,  and  the  Manchester  In- 
firmary and  Manchester  Grammar  School  to  the  extent  of 
1,000/.  each. 

An  injunction  has  been  granted,  until  trial  or  further 
order,  in  an  action  brought  by  Rudd  &  Co.,  King  Street 
West,  against  the  Domestic  Supply  Association,  Market 
Street  ,  in  regard  to  the  ' '  Rudd  "  patent  bed-warmer  which 
defendants  have  been  selling  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Radio." 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Manchester  Museum,  Professor  Weiss 
exhibited  a  number  of  plants  which  he  had  collected  while 
in  South  Africa  in  connection  with  the  recent  visit  of  the 
British  Association  there.  Among  many  interesting  things 
he  mentioned  that  fertilisation  of  the  flowers  of  the  aloe  is 
effected  not  by  the  visits  of  insects,  but  by  birds. 

The  Manchester  Retail  Traders'  Association  has  issued  an 
appeal  to  the  principal  firms  engaged  in  the  retail  trade  for 
funds.  It  is  estimated  that  from  300/.  to  400/.  will  be 
required  to  meet  the  expenses  for  the  first  year.  The  Chair- 
man of  the  Association  is  Councillor  Henry  White,  the  Hon. 
Secretary  Mr.  C.  V.  Beckett,  and  the  objects  are  to  prevent 
increase  in  the  existing  rates  and  to  bring  about  an  alteration 
in  the  present  system  of  levying  rates  whereby  an  entirely 
unjustifiable  proportion  is  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of 
retail  traders. 

With  the  object  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  the 
Christie  Cancer-hospital,  the  rules  have  been  amended  so 
that  in  future  patients  suffering  from  pre  cancerous  condi- 
tions and  chronic  ulceration  will  be  admitted  to  the  in- 
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stitution,  as  well  as  persons  afflicted  with  actual  cancer. 
During  the  year  91  in-patients  and  45  out-patients 
had  been  treated,  68  being  inhabitants  of  Manchester  and 
the  surrounding  district.  Professor  Wild  looks  upon  cancer 
as  a  natural  disease,  and  does  not  see  any  reason  why  we 
should  expect  to  get  rid  of  it  entirely. 

-  The  December  meeting  of  the  local  Chemists'  Association 
took  the  form  of  an  open  meeting,  to  which  ladies  were 
invited,  but  even  the  tea  provided  could  not  altogether  over- 
come the  counter  effect  of  the  fog  and  drizzle.  Professor 
Hickssn  discoursed  on  "Precious  Corals,"  and  made  his 
subject  interesting  alike  to  pharmacists  and  their  lady 
friends.  The  latter  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  "spot"  the 
exact  shade  of  colour  which  shows  the  precious  coral,  when 
choosing  such  articles  for  Christmas  presents,  and  the  former 
will  doubtless  remember  the  mediaeval  recipe  of  Italian 
origin,  which  contained  red  coral  as  one  of  the  ingredients, 
and  which  the  professor  assured  his  audience  was  recom- 
mended for  "  imbecility  both  of  the  soul  and  liver." 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Mr.  W.  Cadbury  has  given  a  freehold  playground, 
lj  acre  in  extent,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Stirehley. 

An  echo  of  the  jewellery  robbery  which  took  place  in 
Mr.  Smith's  chemist's  shop,  Colmore  Row,  in  March  last, 
reaches  us  from  New  York,  where  the  police  have  charged  a 
pawnbroker  with  receiving  some  of  the  stolen  goods. 

An  unusually  rich  harvest  is  being  gathered  alike  by 
medico  and  by  pharmacist  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  whoop- 
ing-cough in  the  city  and  suburbs.  Many  of  the  schools 
have  been  closed,  and  it  seems  very  likely  that  they  will  not 
be  opened  again  before  Christmas. 

A  chemist,  who  has  an  extensive  side-door  trade  after 
closing,  fixed  up  a  set  of  electric  bells.  Communicating 
with  these  was  a  "push"  (so  labelled)  on  the  door.  The 
chemist  has  found  the  invitation  so  irresistible  to  the  youth 
of  the  district  that  he  has  removed  it. 

An  article  on  cock-fighting  in  the  "  Mail "  recalls  the  fact 
that  several  pharmacists  were  fond  of  the  sport,  and  in  the 
early  days  Mr.  Gilman  got  together  a  unique  collection  of 
spurs  and  many  books,  pictures,  etc.,  pertaining  to  the  sport, 
all  of  which  were  sold  at  the  Grand  Hotel  some  years  ago. 

Messrs.  Blackwell  &  Co.  have  secured  the  contract  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  and  chemicals  for  the  dispensary  insti- 
tutions of  the  town.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  institutions 
of  its  kind  in  the  country,  its  branches  being  distributed 
throughout  the  city.  They  are  in  charge  of  fully  qualified 
dispensers,  several  of  them  being  ladies,  and  one  of  these 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

East  Anglian  Notes. 

Mr.  J.  de  Carle  Smith,  chemist,  has  subscribed  5/.  5^'.  to 
the  Norwich  Unemployed  Fund. 

An  economical  food  and  drugs  inspector  in  this  district  has 
been  round  collecting  the  bottles  of  samples  left  with  sellers 
as  to  whom  the  analyst's  report  was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Dawson,  chemist,  and  Messrs.  Smith  &  Sons, 
wholesale  druggists,  Norwich,  are  among  the  contributors 
to  a  fund  for  providing  Christmas  luxuries  for  the  patients 
and  staff  of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital. 

Fire. 

A  destructive  fire  occurred  on  December  6  at  the  chemical- 
works  of  Messrs.  Trowbridge  &  Co.,  Ltd..  Felling  Shore. 
The  firm  manufactures  nitric  acid,  bisulphite  of  lime,  sul- 
phate of  copper,  and  other  chemicals.  The  fire  broke  out  in 
the  nitric-acid  department,  and  after  burning  for  an  hour 
was  subdued  by  the  Gateshead  Fire-brigade.  The  nitric- 
acid  tower,  tanks,  and  condenser  were  utterly  destroyed, 
but  the  boiler-house  and  copper-sulphate  plant  were  saved. 
The  production  of  nitric  acid  will  be  stopped  for  a  few 
months,  and  the  damage  done  amounts  to  about  1.200/. 
An  Increase  to  the  Dispenser. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Strand  Union  on 
December  12,  Mr.  F.  H.  Middleton  moved  that  the  salary 
of  Mr.  John  Hickman,  dispenser  at  the  Maiden  Lane  Dis- 
pensary, be  increased  by  a  sum  not  exceeding  20?.  per 
annum.  Mr.  Hickman,  who  had  completed  six  years  in  the 
service  of  the  Board,  had  always  discharged  his  duties  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner.  Mr.  W.  H.  W.  Challice 
seconded.    As  Chairman  of  the  Dispensary  Committee  he 


could  say  that  Mr.  Hickman  was  most  diligent  in  the 
performance  of  his  work.  The  dispensary  was  the  picture 
of  neatness  and  order.  The  Chairman  endorsed  all  that 
had  been  said  by  the  previous  speakers  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Hickman  had  acquitted  himself  since  he  came 
into  the  Board's  employment.  Seeing  that  Mr.  Hobbs,  the 
dispenser  at  the  workhouse,  Edmonton,  received  160/.  per 
annum,  he  did  not  think  that  the  proposed  increase  to  Mr. 
Hickman  could  be  described  as  extravagant.  A  Guardian 
(referring  to  Mr.  Hobbs's  stipend)  :  Too  much.  Mr.  Sar- 
gent :  It  is  not  too  much  for  a  man  like  him  to  pay  his  way 
with.    The  proposition  was  adopted. 

Early  Closing. 
The  Legal  Committee  of  West  Ham  Corporation  reported 
on  December  11  having  had  under  consideration  a  memorial 
from  the  West  Ham  and  District  Chemists'  Association 
asking  for  a  closing  order  under  the  Shop  Hours  Act,  1904, 
to  compel  all  chemists  and  proprietors  of  drug-stores  in  the 
borough  to  close  their  shops  at  2  p.m.  on  Thursdays,  save 
and  except  for  the  sale  of  medicines  and  medical  and 
surgical  appliances.  The  memorial  contained  twenty-seven 
signatures,  which,  the  document  stated,  constituted  "the 
necessary  legal  majority."  The  Town  Clerk  had  laid  befoi.o 
the  committee  a  memorandum  explaining  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  and  the  committee  had  directed  that  he  take  the 
first  steps  prescribed  under  the  Act,  with  a  view  to  satisfy- 
ing the  Council  as  to  the  proportion  of  chemists  in  favour 
of  the  closing  order  asked  for. 

Reparation. 

On  December  11  the  Works  Committee  of  the  Holborn 
Borough  Council  reported  that  during  recent  repairs  to  the 
sewer  in  Hatton  Garden  a  quantity  of  acid  was  (owing  to 
an  accident  at  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Matthey, 
chemical  assayers  and  refiners)  discharged  into  the  sewer, 
and  the  clothing  of  the  workmen  employed  at  the  time  was 
seriously  damaged,  and  the  health  of  the  men  was  affected. 
The  committee  had  written  to  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Matthey 
on  the  subject  of  compensation,  and  that  firm  had  sent  the 
sum  of  20/.  for  distribution  amongst  the  workmen  who 
sustained  loss  or  injury  in  the  sewer. 

Minerals  in  "Wales. 

A  London  Syndicate  has  purchased  eighteen  acres,  part 
of  Penrhiw  (nine  acres  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Jones, 
chemist  and  dentist,  Bolton  House,  Holyhead,  and  nine 
acres  belonging  to  Mrs.  Jones,  Plas  Penrhiw),  with  the 
object  of  carrying  out  extensive  mining  operations.  A  few 
years  ago,  while  Mr.  John  Jones,  who  resided  at  Plas 
Penrhiw  at  the  time,  was  having  a  field  ploughed  at 
Penrhiw,  he  discovered  signs  of  minerals.  He  sank  a  shaft, 
and  after  reaching  a  depth  of  about  16  feet  he  submitted 
a  sample  of  the  ore  found  to  a  mining  expert,  who  reported 
that  it  was  a  low-grade  nickel  and  iron  ore,  with  a  trace  of 
manganese,  and  also  contained  small  quantities  of  gold  and 
silver.  The  mining  was  in  its  preliminary  development,, 
but  he  felt  sure  that  over  or  underneath  the  bed  of  con- 
glomerate a  good  percentage  of  ore  would  be  found.  The 
sample  assayed  for  gold  and  silver  only  showed  3  dwts. 
5  grains  of  gold  and  1  dwt.  23  grains  of  silver  to  the  ton, 
but  it  was  possible,  he  said,  that  richer  ore  would  be 
obtained  at  a  greater  depth.  Mr.  Jones  experimented  in 
another  portion  of  the  property,  and  sent  surface  samples 
to  the  Assay  Offices  and  Laboratories,  London.  The  result 
of  the  analysis  proved  the  presence  of  19  per  cent,  of 
nickel,  1  dwt.  of  fine  gold,  and  15  dwts.  of  fine  silver  to  the 
ton. 

Workhouse  Drugs. 

The  Nursing  and  Infirmary  Committee  of  the  Lancaster 
Board  of  Guardians  on  December  9  recommended,  owing  to 
the  excessive  charges  made  for  drugs  supplied  to  the  work- 
house infirmary,  that  these  goods  be  advertised  for  at  the 
termination  of  the  current  half-year.  The  Chairman  (Mr. 
Dawson)  said  they  would  have  to  take  care  the  drugs  were 
suitable  and  proper,  because  there  were  a  great  many  pills 
which  did  not  produce  the  effect  intended. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  informed  the  Bideford 
Board  of  Guardians  (as  is  the  practice  in  such  cases)  that 
in  appointing  a  medical  officer  to  a  vacant  district  provision 
should  be  made  for  expensive  medicines  to  be  supplied  at  the 
cost  of  the  Board.  Some  of  the  members  thought  this  was 
a  new  move  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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Subsequently  a  medical  officer  was  appointed  at  a  salary  of 
65?.,  no  action  being  taken  with  regard  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board's  communication. 

"  T.  C.  Smith." 

A  subscriber  at  Loftus-in-Cleveland,  Ytirks,  informs  us 
that  a  few  minutes  after  reading  in  our  last  issue  (p.  915) 
about  "Mr.  Smith"  calling  at  Ripon,  the  identical  gentle- 
man walked  in  and  showed  a  reference.  He  was  informed 
that  "  Smith  "  was  a  dangerous  name,  and  took  his  departure 
— for  Whitby.  [May  we  again  remind  the  trade  that  there 
is  a  warrant  out  for  Smith's  apprehension,  and  the  man  will 
continue  to  dupe  chemists  until  those  who  have  the  oppor- 
tunity secure  his  arrest. — Editor.] 

An  Analyst  for  Bristol. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bristol  City  Council,  it  was  agreed, 
after  a  lengthy  discussion,  to  appoint  an  analyst  who  shall 
devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  service  of  the  city,  and 
who  has  had  bacteriological  training  and  experience,  at  a 
commencing  salary  of  45Q/.,  rising  by  annual  increments  of 
251.  to  600/.  per  annum.  Suitable  premises  are  to  be  con- 
verted and  equipped  as  a  combined  analytical  and  bacterio- 
logical laboratory,  and  two  assistants  at  35.s.  per  week  each 
are  to  be  engaged  when  required,  and  an  attendant.  Mr. 
A.  B.  Perry  asked  if  they  expected  to  get  assistants  who 
are  associates  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  for  90/.  a  year. 
If  so,  he  was  sorry  the  profession  was  so  badly  paid.  In 
discussion  upon  this  point  it  was  argued  that  the  analyst 
would  be  responsible  for  the  wcrk,  and  not  the  assistants. 


3risb  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing'  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Applications  for  the  January  examinations  should  be 
lodged  with  the  Registrar  by  11  a.m.  on  the  following 
dates:  Preliminary  anamination;  Thursday,  December  21; 
Registered  Druggist  and  Pharmaceutical  Licence,  examina- 
tions, Wednesday,  December  27;  Pharmaceutical  Assistant 
examination,  Monday,  January  1. 

New  Business. 

Mr.  John  Isaac  Bernard,  M.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  Price's 
Medical  Hall,  Clare  Street,  Dublin,  has  opened  a  handsome 
branch  pharmacy  at  Parkgate  Street,  Phoenix  Park. 

Factory  Act  Prosecution. 

At  the  Cork  Police  Court,  before  Mr.  R.  F.  Starkie,  R.M., 
Mr.  J.  Jackson,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  prosecuted  an 
employe  of  Messis.  Kiloh  &  Co.,  pharmacists  and  mineral- 
water  manufacturers,-  for  having  neglected  to  wear  a  face- 
guard  provided  by  the  firm  while  engaged  in  the  soda-water 
factory  attached  to  the  concern.  Defendant  was  fined  Is. 
and  costs. 

Pharmacy  Rebuilt. 

The  rebuilding  of  Fairweather's  Medical  Hall.  Kings- 
town, has  recently  been  completed.  The  new  building 
is  a  very  imposing  structure,  the  carved  mahogany  front, 
with  cut-stone  base,  marble  pilasters,  and  stone  consols, 
give  a  very  striking  and  artistic  effect.  The  internal 
arrangements  are  in  keeping  with  the  exterior,  the  fittings 
being  of  the  latest  and  most  approved  pattern.  The 
business  is  owned  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Fairweather,  pharmaceuti- 
cal chemist,  and  was  founded  as  far  back  as  1825  by  the 
late  Dr.  G.  Kavanagh,  L.R.C.P.S.I. 

Pulv.  Cretae  Aromat.  c.  Op:o. 

Recently  the  drug  analyst  to  the  Clones  Board  of 
Guardians  reported  that  a  sample  of  aromatic  powder  of 
chalk  with  opium  submitted  to  him  was  deficient  in  ash. 
The  drug  contractors,  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool, 
have  now  written  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  stating  that 
they  had  tested  their  stock  of  this  drug  and  found  it 
perfectly  correct.  The  only  conclusion  they  could  arrive 
at  was  that  after  it  had  left  their  hands  it  had  been 
allowed  to  absorb  a  considerable  amount  of  moisture, 
which  caused  a  lessening  of  ash  when  tested.  Dr. 
Henry  stated  at  the  Board  meeting  that  the  parcel  might 
have  been  left  for  some  time  at  the  Newbliss  station  before 
delivery.  He  would,  however,  have  the  parcel  returned  to 
the  contractors. 


Scotcb  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Alleged  Theft. 

Alexander  Robertson  Dodds,  described  as  a  chemist,  but 
not  on  the  register,  who  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  Kirk- 
caldy, has  been  arrested  and  charged  there  with  theft  of 
house- furniture  at  Bath,  where  he  will  be  tried. 

Personal. 

Mr.  James  Clark,  chemist  and  druggist,  Portsoy,  has  been 
re-elected  a  member  of  the  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Daniel  J.  McKinnon,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
re-appointed  chairman  of  Dundee  Parish  Council. 

Bailie  Richard  Clark  (Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.)  has  for  the 
eleventh  year  been  elected  chairman  of  the  Edinburgh 
Parish  Council. 

Claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Alexander 
Garvie,  chemist  and  druggist.  Leith,  have  to  be  sent  to 
Messrs.  Snody  &  Asher,  S.S.C.,  13  Bernard  Street,  Leith, 
before  December  23. 

Killed  by  a  Hoist. 

A  hoist  fatality  took  place  on  Wednesday,  December  13, 
in  the  manufacturing  premises  of  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart 
&  Co.,  chemists,  South  Back,  Canongate,  Edinburgh.  An 
assistant,  named  Donald  McLaren  (22),  was  in  the  act  of 
sending  some  articles  down  the  hoist  and  had,  it  is  supposed, 
looked  over  the  landing  to  see  that  the  descent  was  satis- 
factorily made,  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  the  motor  was  in 
motion.  The  result  was  that  the  lever  struck  him  on  the 
back  of  the  neck  and  caused  instant  death,  his  neck  having 
been  broken.  Some  time  after  another  assistant  in  the 
laboratory,  wishing  to  ascertain  why  the  hoist  was  not  work- 
ing, found  McLaren's  dead  body.  The  working  of  the  hoist 
was  not  part  of  McLaren's  duty. 


£be  Week's  poisonings. 


J?  OUR  of  the  twelve  fatalities  that  have  occurred  during 
the  week  were  misadventures.  An  overdose  of  mor- 
phine to  induce  sleep  was  inadvertently  taken  by  Mr.  F. 
Spencer,  M.R.C.V.S.,  President  of  the  Southern  Counties 
Veterinary  Association.  Insomnia  was  also  the  indirect 
cause  of  the  death  of  Mr.  D.  G.  Brack,  chemist,  Benweil. 
Mr.  Brack  had  got  into  the  habit  of  inhaling  chloroform, 
and  on  December  9  he  took  an  overdose,  and  was  found  dead 
in  bed. — "An  overdose  of  laudanum  accidentally  taken" 
was  the  verdict  at  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Ralph 
Davis,  of  Ashington,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Northumber- 
land County  Council. — The  remaining  misadventure 
occurred  at  Sheffield.  The  victim  was  a  baby,  eleven  weeks 
old,  the  son  of  George  Brampton,  a  carter.  The  infant  was 
left  in  charge  of  his  grandmother,  who  gave  him  laudanum 
in  mistake  for  soothing-syrup.  The  child  died  in  hospital 
from  laudanum-poisoning. — One  of  the  suicides  was  with 
laudanum  and  it  also  occurred  at  Sheffield.  The  victim  was 
Edward  Hanna,  a  Corporation  labourer,  who  was  found 
unconscious  in  bed,  with  a  small  empty  "  Yorkshire  Relish  " 
bottle  bearing  a  "  Laudanum"  label  beside  him.  The  man, 
who  had  suffered  from  melancholia,  died  in  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary.— Edith  Morris,  wife  of  a  music-hall  performer, 
poisoned  herself  with  carbolic  acid  at  Bristol.  Edith 
Madeline  Alderney  died  in  the  Isleworth  Infirmary  from 
the  effects  of  having  taken  tablets  of  corrosive  sublimate. — 
At  Barnstaple,  Margaret  Cann  Jervis  took  a  large  dose  of 
oxalic  acid.  At  the  inquest  the  Coroner's  jury  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  law  should  be  so  altered  that  oxalic 
acid  should  be  scheduled  among  the  poisons  which  should 
be  signed  for  when  purchased. — The  dead  body  of  Dr. 
Charles  James  Ayres,  of  Ranelagh  Gardens.  Fulham,  was 
found  in  a  railway  carriage  at  Fulham  station  on  Decem- 
ber 9.  On  the  floor  of  the  compartment  was  a  bottle  which 
had  contained  prussic  acid,  and  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Coroner  stating  that  deceased  intended  to  take  prussic 
acid. — The  unscheduled  poisens  were  hydrochloric  acid  and 
salt  of  lemon. 
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jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Madagascar. — The  1903  statistics  recently  published 
show  that  the  island  exported  vegetable  drugs  to  the  value 
of  ll,758f .,  and  imported  345,261f.  of  chemicals. 

An  X-rays  Victim. — The  death  is  announced  of  M.  Arthur 
Radiguet,  an  x-rays  expert,  who  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  this  subject  since  its  discovery,  especially  as  regards 
the  effect  of  the  rays  on  the  human  body.  He  is  considered 
in  some  quarters  to  be  a  victim  of  his  devotion  to  science.  It 
appears  that  a  wound  developed  on  his  right  arm  as  a  result 
of  the  application  of  the  rays,  and  this  did  not  heal.  Finally 
gangrene  set  in  and  proved  fatal. 

Bovine  Tuberculosis. — The  "Matin"  announces  that 
further  details  concerning  the  experiments  carried  out  with 
Professor  Behring's  "  bovovaccine "  at  Melun  have  been 
anade  public,  and  tend  to  show  that  the  vaccination  of  cattle 
against  tuberculosis  can  now  be  successfully  carried  out. 
It  is-stated  that  if  cows  are  thus  vaccinated  every  two  years, 
mo.  germs  of  tuberculosis  will  be  found  in  their  milk.  M. 
Vallee,  Director  of  the  Veterinary  School  at  Alfort,  has  had 
charge  of  the  experiments,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  gain 
(to  French  agriculturists  will  be  considerably  over  a  million 
pounds  sterling  per  annum. 

Poison-barriers. — M.  Bomain,  a  member  of  a  scientific 
mission,  has  discovered  and  brought  back  to  France  from 
•South  America  some  gramime  of  the  Stipa  genus,  which  are 
highly  poisonous ;  a  few  hundred  grams  will  kill  a  horse 
■or  mule  in  an  hour  or  two.  MM.  Hebert  and  Hein  state 
that  this  is  due  to  the  production  of  hydrocyanic  acid  by 
the  decomposition  of  a  glucoside  under  the  influence  of  a 
ferment  similar  to  emulsin.  The  curious  feature  of  the 
discovery  is  that  this  poisonous  herb  forms  a  natural  barrier 
between  the  Indian  tribes  who  live  on  each  side  of  the 
range  of  mountains  where  it  flourishes.  The  transport 
animals  dying  as  soon  as  they  reached  the  fatal  grass,  all 
communication  was  thus  cut  off,  and  ethnographical  and 
other  characteristics  differ  each  side  of  the  poisonous  vege- 
table wall. 

The  Death  of  the  Last  of  the  Borgias  being  announced 
by  an  American  journal  (he  was  a  peaceful  photographer 
who  never  handled  poison  except  for  developing  his  plates), 
a  French  daily  reminds  us  that  the  Due  of  Eiaro-Sforza, 
who  died  in  Paris  half  a  century  ago,  descended  from  an 
ancient  family  of  which  the  name  is  mingled  with  that  of 
the  Borgias  in  Italian  history.  One  evening  at  the  opera 
the  Duke  confided  to  a  distinguished  critic,  who  occupied 
the  neighbouring  stall,  that  he  still  possessed  the  secret  of 
the  famous  poison,  although  for  centuries  it  had  lain  idle  in 
the  family  archives.  Its  composition  was,  he  added, 
simpler  than  was  generally  supposed,  and  not  long  after- 
wards he  told  his  friends  that,  feeling  age  advancing  and 
having  no  direct  heirs,  he  had  thought  it  best  to  burn  the 
prescription  lest  it  might  fall  into  bad  hands. 

Harduin's  Ancestor. — The  terse  little  paragraphs, 
aiways  full  of  common-sense,  which  M.  H.  Harduin  publishes 
daily  in  the  "Matin,"  under  the  title  of  "  Propos  d'un 
Parisien,"  have  made  his  name  a  household  word  among  the 
best  class  of  Frenchmen.  Recently  a  pharmacist  wrote  him 
to  ask  why  in  the  Codex  of  Philippe  Harduino  (published  in 
1638)  a  certain  drug  was  not  mentioned.  "And  while  on 
this  subject,"  the  letter  continued,  "  how  is  it  that, — having 
so  to  speak  your  footing  in  pharmacy,  thanks  to  your  most 
honourable  ancestor  ;  for  Philippus  Harduinus,  if  you  please, 
was  the  author  of  the  first  French  Codex, — you  have  never 
boasted  of  it  ?  Modesty  ?  You  know  what  Goethe  said,  "  Nur 
die  Schurken  sind  bescheiden  "  (Only  rogues  are  modest). 
And  why,  oh  why,  have  you  changed  the  learned  and  sonor- 
ous title  of  Harduinus  for  the  name  of  Harduin,  which  the 
■commonest  orthopaedist  might  assume  ?  "  Harduin  genially 
replies  that  there  is  a  French  proverb  which  says,  "There 
tnay  be  several  donkeys  called  Martin  in  one  market  place." 
He  does  not  know  if  he  is  descended  from  the  illustrious 
6avant,  as  genealogy  is  out  of  his  line  ;  and  family  researches 
might  prove  that  he  is  entitled  to  bear  as  arms  two  syringes 
dexter  and  sinister  on  a  field  of  castor-oil  plant.  "The 
modern  idea,"  he  resumes,  "  is  that  one  should  rely  on  per- 
sonal merit  and  not  on  one's  ancestors,  even  when  they  have 
shone  in  pharmacy  " ;  though  he  owns  "it  is  certainly  very 
flattering  to  have  an  illustrious  pharmacist  for  an  ancestor." 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 

Cape  Colony. 

Messrs.  A.  Cleghorn  &  Darroll,  Cape  Town  and  Kenil- 
worth,  Cape  Colony,  have  secured  the  Civil  Service  contrac* 
for  the  supply  of  medicines,  etc.,  during  the  next  two  years. 

Licensed. — Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Colonial 
Pharmacy  Board,  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  issued  a  licence 
authorising  Percival  Donald  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Cape  Colony,  1900,  to  practise  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in 
the  colony. 

Did  Not  Come  Off. — With  reference  to  the  mention  made 
in  the  G.  <£•  D.  of  October  21,  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  W.  A. 
Sleggs  and  Mr.  Perry  had  entered  into  partnership,  we  are 
now  informed  that  the  negotiations  fell  through  at  the  last 
minute,  and  that  Mr.  Sleggs  is  the  proprietor  of  the  business 
of  W.  A.  Sleggs,  Woodstock  and  Cape  Town ;  also  of  the 
business  in  Caledon  Street  of  Messrs.  Hazell  &  Son.  No 
change  will  be  made  in  the  trading  name  of  the  last-named 
concern. 

Oxygen  Explosion. — A  disastrous  explosion,  resulting  in 
the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Gillespie,  occurred  on  November  17  at 
Green  Point,  a  Cape  Town  suburb.  The  deceased  gentle- 
man, who  had  only  landed  from  England  a  few  days  pre- 
viously, was  entertaining  some  friends  with  a  cinematograph 
apparatus.  The  generating  apparatus  was  not  working 
satisfactorily,  and  Mr.  Gillespie  was  endeavouring  to  put 
matters  right  when  the  explosion  occurred.  Death  was 
almost  instantaneous,  owing  to  the  terrible  nature  of  the 
injuries  to  the  head.  An  examination  of  the  remains  of  the 
oxygen  apparatus  by  experts  showed  that  the  container  was 
not  equal  to  the  pressure  required. 

Examinations. — The  Cape  Colony  Pharmacy  Board  held 
their  half-yearly  examination  on  November  15  and  16  in 
Cape  Town,  the  examiners  present  being  Mr.  A.  Walsh 
(President  of  the  Board),  Dr.  C.  F.  K.  Murray  (Latin), 
Mr.  J.  McJannet  (materia  medica) ,  Mr.  W.  K.  Mager  (phar- 
macy), Mr.  G.  Darroll  (chemistry),  Mr.  W.  H.  Helmore 
(botany  and  dispensing).  Four  candidates  presented  them- 
selves, of  whom  two,  Messrs.  J.  S.  C.  Harcus,  Cape  Town, 
and  N.  Bishop,  Kimberley,  passed. — The  School  higher 
examination  of  the  Cape  University  commenced  on  Novem- 
ber 20  in  Cape  Town,  and  was  continued  until  November  25. 
This  is  the  preliminary  required  for  entry  to  the  Pharmacy 
Board  examinations,  as  well  as  most  of  the  colonial  profes- 
sions, and,  as  is  usual,  a  fair  number  of  budding  pharmacists 
sat  for  it. 

Natal. 

Mr.  R.  Ross  has  been  admitted  to  practise  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist  in  the  Colony. 

Mr.  Fleming  Johnston,  the  present  President  of  the 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society,  who  has  been  in  business  in 
Durban  for  some  years,  has  opened  another  branch  store. 
This  time  it  is  on  the  Berea,  in  the  vicinity  of  Old  Dutch 
Road.  Mr.  Johnston,  though  only  a  comparatively  young 
man,  has  made  rapid  progress  during  the  last  few  years. 
In  addition  to  his  large  premises  in  the  main  street,  he  has 
branches  at  Greyville,  South  Coast  Junction,  and  now  on  the 
Berea. 

Transvaal. 

Mr.  W.  Raworth,  of  Church  Street,  Pretoria,  has  just 
returned  from  a  five-months'  trip  to  England. 

The  Old-established  business  in  Van  der  Walt  Street, 
Pretoria,  known  as  De  Hollandsche  Apotheek,  has  been 
taken  over  by  the  Interoceana  of  Pietersburg.  Mr.  G. 
Biikker,  who  was  lately  managing  the  Interoceana's  Pieters- 
burg business,  has  charge  of  the  Pretoria  establishment. 
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A  Successful  School. — At  the  last  examination  held  by 
the  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board  four  candidates  from  the 
Johannesburg  School  of  Pharmacy  passed  first  on  the  list. 
They  were  Messrs.  J.  S.  Sanderson,  H.  Wheildon,  E.  S. 
Corke,  and  N.  Akkerman.  The  Johannesburg  School  of 
Pharmacy  has  been  considerably  enlarged  and  its  equipment 
increased  during  the  past  session,  so  that  it  now  compares 
favourably  with  many  established  institutions  of  the  same 
kind  in  England.    The  Principal  is  Mr.  R.  Macintosh. 


NATAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  this  Society  took  place  at 
Messrs.  Reed  &  Champion's  on  November  16.  There  were 
present  Messrs.  Johnston  (President),  Anderson,  Champion, 
Charlton,  Firth,  Inman,  Irving,  Rutherford,  Ross,  Rees, 
Read,  Thomas,  and  Watts.  The  Secretary  tabled  a  report 
in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  W.  E.  Barry,  recently  reported  in  the 
G.  JbD. 

A  letter  re  "  Infamous  Conduct  "  was  read  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Natal  Pharmacy  Board  stating  that  no  further 
action  will  be  taken  in  the  cases  reported,  but  in  future  all 
cases  reported  will  be  considered  on  their  merits.  The 
statement  seemed  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  meeting. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  written  to  the  Collec- 
tor of  Customs,  Natal,  urging  him  to  advocate  at  the  next 
Customs  Union  Convention  a  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty 
on  medicines  of  all  descriptions. 


TRANSVAAL  PHARMACY  BOARD. 

The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy 
Board  was  held  in  the  Board's  office,  Johannesburg,  on 
Wednesday,  November  15,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
J.  H.  Dinwoodie,  the  other  members  present  being  Dr.  J. 
van  Niekerk,  Messrs.  B.  Owen  Jones,  J.  R.  Jones,  R. 
Butters,  and  W.  T.  Skinn. 

The  result  of  the  recent  qualifying  examination  for 
chemists  and  druggists  was  given,  when  it  was  found  that 
out  of  fourteen  candidates  who  had  presented  themselves  the 
following  six  had  passed — viz.,  Messrs.  N.  Akkerman,  E.  S. 
Corke,  H.  L.  Karnovsky,  C.  S.  Rau,  J.  S.  Sanderson,  and 
H.  Wheildon.  Two  candidates  had  also  passed  a  modified 
examination — viz.,  Messrs.  E.  H.  Bradfield  and  P.  R.  Roux. 
The  Board  observed  with  regret  that  the  majority  of  the 
candidates  were  weak  in  the  practical  subjects  of  examina- 
tion, in  which  subjects  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Board  to 
look  for  a  still  higher  standard  of  proficiency  than  bad  yet 
been  attained. 

The  application  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Allen,  Pietersburg,  for 
registration  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  was  approved. 

Mr.  B.  Owen  Jones,  who  is  about  to  proceed  home  on 
holiday,  was  granted  four  months'  leave  of  absence. 


Colonial  ano  Jforetan  IFlews. 


New  Bulgarian  Tariff. — The  Board  of  Trade  are  in 
receipt  of  telegraphic  information  from  H.M.  Minister  at 
Sofia  to  the  effect  that  the  new  Bulgarian  Customs-tariff,  as 
modified  by  such  new  commercial  convention  as  Bulgaria 
may  have  concluded  before  that  date,  will  be  put  into  opera- 
tion on  January  14  next. 

Doctor  and  Druggist. — A  novel  action  will  be  tried  in 
the  Division  Court,  Ottawa,  shortly,  in  which  Dr.  Rufus  H. 
Parent  has  taken  proceedings  against  Joseph  H.  Valiquette, 
druggist,  on  the  ground  that  Valiquette  injured  his  business 
by  purposely  substituting  prescriptions  and  giving  wrong 
and  inactive  medicine  to  patients.  Mr.  Valiquette  strenu- 
ously denies  the  charge,  and  declares  that  he  will  take  a 
counter-action  against  Dr.  Parent  for  libel. 

Proprietary  Medicines  for  Austria.-— New  regulations 
have  been  published  in  Austria  regarding  the  importation 
of  proprietary  medicines  and  cosmetics.  They  provide  that 
persons  desirous  of  importing  these  shall  get  the  permission 
of  the  authorities,  giving  information  as  to  the  method  of 
preparation,  recipes,  the  name,  quantity,  and  style  of  pack- 
ing, the  recommendations  contained  on  the  wrappers,  and 
a  medical  certificate  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  articles 
and  of  the  quantity  to  be  used.  An  official  investigation 
or  test  of  the  articles  may  be  made  at  the  cost  of  the  appli- 
cants if  the  authorities  so  direct. 


A  Manslaughter  Charge. — Wallace  W.  White,  a  drug- 
gist, of  Richford,  Vermont,  his  son  Almon,  and  his 
daughter  Eva  have  been  arrested  on  a  charge  of  man- 
slaughter. White  and  his  son  are  charged  with  causing  the 
death  of  Mary  Legrondeur,  of  St.  Armand,  Quebec. 
Another  warrant  charges  the  father,  son,  and  daughter  with 
causing  the  death  of  Marshall  S.  Smith,  and  still  a  third 
warrant  alleges  manslaughter  against  White  and  his  son  in 
causing  the  death  of  Nelson  Royeson.  It  is  alleged  by  the 
police  that  the  deaths  were  caused  by  wood  alcohol,  sold 
by  White  and  his  children,  who  acted  as  assistants  in  the 
pharmacy. 


personalities. 


Professor  Adolph  von  Baeyer,  F.R.S.,  of  Munich,  has- 
been  awarded  the  Nobel  prize  for  Chemistry. 

Mr.  Robert  Whitehead,  manufacturing  chemist,  has 
been  appointed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  city 
of  Manchester. 

The  late  Mr.  Gwilym  Evans,  J.P.,  of  Westfa,  Llanelly, 
has  left  100/.  each  to  the  managers  of  the  Quinine  Bitters 
Co.,  Ltd.,  of  which  he  was  the  founder. 

The  Margate  Pioneer  Society  have  presented  a  gold  watch 
bracelet  to  Mrs.  Marian  Woolls,  wife  of  Mr.  Victor  J. 
Woolls,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  recognition  of  her  services- 
as  President. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  was  one  of  the  guests  at  the  Institute  of  Chemistry- 
dinner  in  the  Hotel  Metropole  on  Monday  evening,  and  pro- 
posed the  toast  of  the  Institute,  to  which  Mr.  David 
Howard,  the  President,  replied. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Merck,  Darmstadt,  has  issued  an  interesting 
illustrated  booklet  giving  the  history  of  the  Angel  pharmacy 
at  Darmstadt,  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  his  family 
since  1668.  The  pharmacy  was  recently  disposed  of,  and 
Dr.  Merck  thus  commemorates  the  long  connection  of  his- 
ancestors  with  the  historic  Engelapotheke. 

An  Interesting  Function  took  place  at  16  Coleman 
Street  on  Saturday  last  when  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.  made  a  presentation  to  their 
late  colleagues,  John  Leonard  Spearpoint  and  Thomas  Hill 
Lucas,  who  have,  after  forty-two  and  thirty-one  years  re- 
spectively spent  in  the  employment  of  the  firm,  retired  upon 
pension.  To  Mr.  Spearpoint  was  handed  a  gold  albert 
watch-chain,  and  to  Mr.  Lucas  a  silver  tea-kettle.  These 
were  in  each  case  accompanied  by  an  autograph  book  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  subscribers.  The  gifts  were  suit- 
ably acknowledged  in  person  by  the  two  veterans  amidst 
manifestations  of  good  wishes  from  all  present. 

The  list  of  resignation  honours  conferred  by  the  King 
contains  the  name  of  Mr.  R.  P.  Cooper,  upon  whom  a. 
baronetage  is  conferred,  whilst  among  the  Knights  are  Mr. 
E.  Venning,  a  well-known  London  medical  practitioner  who- 
attended  Mr.  Balfour,  and  Mr.  Henniker-Heaton,  whose 
efforts  to  improve  the  postal  and  telegraphic  services  of  this- 
country  are  thus  recognised.  Sir  R.  P.  Cooper  is  the 
head  of  the  firm  of  William  Cooper  &  Nephews,  sheep- 
dip  manufacturers,  of  Berkhamsted,  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  family — the  founder  (his  uncle),  Mr. 
William  Cooper,  M.R.C.V.S.,  and  two  of  Sir  R.  P. 
Cooper's  brothers,  having  died  some  years  since.  The 
business  was  founded  in  1843,  and  the  firm  have  branch 
houses  in  all  the  leading  sheep-rearing  countries,  some 
200  persons  being  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  Cooper's 
sheep-dip.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  firm  are  the 
largest  consumers  of  arsenic  in  the  world,  which  they  obtain 
from  their  own  mines  in  Portugal.  Sir  R.  P.  Cooper 
is  a  M.R.C.V.S.,  and  has  always  taken  the  deepest  interest 
in  agriculture.  In  England  he  is  perhaps  best  known  in 
connection  with  his  celebrated  flock  of  Shropshires  which 
figured  so  largely  at  the  last  Royal  Agricultural  Show.  The 
work  of  the  Cooper  Research  Laboratory  in  South  Africa 
may  be  mentioned  as  another  direction  in  which  Sir  R.  P. 
Cooper's  energy  is  directed.  Sir  Richard  Cooper  was  High 
Sheriff  of  Staffordshire  in  1902,  anil  is  now  a  Deputy-Lieu- 
tenant of  that  county.  He  is  an  ardent  sportsman  and 
hunts  chiefly  with  the  South  Staffordshire  foxhounds. 
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BENEVOLENT  FUND  ELECTION. 

THE  election  of  three  annuitants  on  the  Benevolent  Fund 
took  place  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  Decem- 
ber 12.  The  result  was  declared  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen, 
chairman  of  the  scrutineers,  as  follows  : 

Tpone,  J.  V  8,301 

James.  Jane   6,583 

Marjason,  J.  M   6,087 


Lucas,  Joseph   4,696 

Ashton,  G.  F  2,362 

The  first  three  were  elected  and  will  receive  the  first  pay- 
ment at  once,  and  following  the  usual  practice  the  unsuc- 
cessful candidates  will  receive  grants  as  "minor" 
■annuitants.  The  usual  votes  to  the  scrutineers  and  chair- 
man were  passed. 


EVENING  MEETING. 
On  the  same  day  an  evening  meeting  was  held  in  the  lecture- 
theatre,  at  which  there  was  an  attendance  of  about  eighty 
persons.  The  President  (Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson)  was  in  the 
■chair,  supported  by  the  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  Bremridge). 
The  President  came  in  a  few  minutes  past  eight,  and  at  once 
■called  on  Mr.  Henry  Rodwell  to  read  a  paper  on 

The  Preparation  of  Compressed  Tablets. 
Mr.  Rodwell  said  oleum  theobromatis  was  introduced  as 
an  excipient  for  compressed  tablets  in  1903,  and  papers 
were  read  before  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in 
that  year  and  1904,  in  which  formulae  were  given  embody- 
ing the  use  of  this  excipient  [see  C.  <£■  D.,  August  1,  1903, 
p.  231,  and  August  13,  1904,  p.  328].  Mr.  Rodwell  then 
proceeded  to  give  a  summary  of  the  Conference  papers, 
■adding  the  following  new  points.  The  use  of  starch  in 
■cascara  tablets  was  recommended  in  1904  to  avoid  bulking, 
ithe  modified  formula  being  now  given  as  follows  : 

Cascara  extract    16  parts 

Starch    4  parts 

Ether-thcobroma    3  fluid  parts 

Alcohol  (90-per-cent.)   0.75  fluid  part 

Theobroma  oil  must  be  present  in  the  finished-tablet  mix- 
ture in  the  proportion  of  from  2  to  3  per  cent.  In  regard 
to  the  drying  of  tablets,  spontaneous  drying  is  best,  but  if 
heat  is  used  it  should  never  exceed  45u  C.  Referring  to 
the  use  of  glucose  in  the  preparation  of  phenacetin  and 
quinine  tablets,  Mr.  Rodwell  said  not  more  than  8  per  cent, 
of  glucose  should  be  used,  on  account  of  the  deliquescent 
(nature  of  the  addition.  If  more  cohesiveness  is  required 
use  acacia  or  a  mixture  of  glucose  and  acacia.  Starch  is 
•used  in  disintegrating  tablets  in  the  proportion  of  5  to 
10  per  cent. ;  potato  starch  is  the  best  kind  to  use,  and  it 
must  be  well  dried.  Some  samples  of  starch  lose  10  to 
15  per  cent,  on  drying.  As  to  compression,  Mr.  Rodwell 
•emphasised  his  previous  statement  regarding  the  regula- 
tion of  the  pressure  used,  and  pointed  out  that  the  least 
•convex  shapes  of  tablets  are  to  be  preferred,  as  in  the  flat 
shape  the  pressure  is  more  even  over  the  whole  tablet.  The 
last  part  of  the  paper  embodied  the  suggestion  to  use 
the  theobroma-emulsion  process  for  making  compressed 
lozenges.  The  theobroma  is  mixed  with  the  acacia  and 
•a  granular  mass  produced,  the  same  as  in  making  tablets. 
No  heat  is  required,  which  is  an  advantage  in  the  case  of 
volatile  ingredients.  Fruit  basis  can  be  incorporated  with 
the  theobroma  emulsion  if  needed,  but  in  the  case  of 
tincture  of  tolu  the  tincture  is  sprayed  on  the  powder  before 
granulating. 

DISCUSSION. 

The  President,  in  inviting  discussion,  asked  the  lecturer 
whether  the  process  he  had  given  could  be  used  with 
success  for  making  small  quantities  of  tablets  and  lozenges. 

Mr.  W,  J.  U.  Woolcock  said  occasionally  one  is  apt  to 
think  more  can  be  learnt  from  what  is  not  said  when  such 
papers  as  the  present  are  read.  There  are  secrets  in  the 
wholesale  trade  which  one  does  not  expect  to  find  out. 


Did  Mr.  Rodwell  use  liquid  glucose?  He  (the  speaker) 
had  found  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  syrup,  glucose,  and 
water  a  good  excipient  for  phenacetin  tablets.  Could  the 
lecturer  give  any  explanation  as  to  why  potato  starch  was 
so  much  better  than  other  kinds  of  starch?  In  regard  to 
compressed  lozenges,  he  (the  speaker)  has  found  that  with 
a  little  citric  acid  and  lemon  flavour  very  useful  extem- 
poraneous lozenges  can  be  made.  Talc  mentioned  as  a 
lubricant  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  a  pure  state,  and  he  asked 
whether  stearin  had  been  tried  as  a  lubricant. 

Professor  H.  G.  Greenish  said  that  as  tablets  have  come 
to  stay  he  had  made  a  study  of  the  methods  of  manufac- 
ture. An  experimental  machine  in  the  Laboratory  of 
Applied  Pharmaceutics  has  been  working  since  November 
and  has  received  no  damage.  It  is,  however,  upon  a  know- 
ledge of  granulating  that  success  depends.  His  experience 
is  that  theobroma  emulsions  act  very  easily  and  satisfac- 
torily. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun.,  who  was  occupied  in  the 
earlier  experiments  with  theobroma,  said  that  while  the 
process  works  quite  well  on  a  small  scale,  the  large  manu- 
facturers rather  scoff  at  it.  The  tablets  made  with  theo- 
broma certainly  disintegrate  in  the  boily,  which  is  not  so 
with  some  tablets  made  on  the  whglesale  scale. 

Mr.  H.  Finnemore  praised  the  finish  of  the  tablets  ex- 
hibited by  Mr.  Rodwell.  There  is,  however,  one  dis- 
advantage in  the  process — the  large  amount  of  extraneous 
matter  which  is  introduced  in  the  tablets.  As  much  as 
10  per  cent,  is  required  in  some  of  the  formula?.  Wholesale 
makers  manage  with  less  excipient,  and  yet  produce  tablets 
that  disintegrate  com-pletely  in  thirty  seconds. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale  said  that  his  tablet-maker  has 
not  so  far  used  the  theobroma  excipient,  but  finds  stearin 
gives  a  satisfactory  result  with  phenacetin.  He  uses  also 
maize  starch  with  good  results  as  a  disintegrator.  Dr. 
Martindale  inquired  whether  Mr.  Rodwell  could  give  any 
tips  as  to  the  preparation  of  sodium-bisulphate  tablets. 

Mr.  Rodwell,  replying,  said  his  process  is  quite  suited 
for  small  quantities,  and  for  dispensing-purposes  the  ether- 
theobroma  solution,  with  a  reduction  in  the  strength  of 
alcohol,  is  best,  as  the  granules  dry  quicker.  The  glucose 
he  uses  is  the  solid  form.  The  only  explanation  he  could 
offer  as  to  the  superiority  of  potato  starch  is  that  the 
gianules  are  larger,  and  that  when  they  swell  up  under  the 
influence  of  moisture  a  greater  rupture  is  produced.  If 
the  starch  could  be  introduced  in  the  form  of  minute  pilules 
no  doubt  more  rapid  disintegration  would  result.  In  using 
fruit  basis  for  compressed  lozenges  it  is  melted  on  a  water- 
bath  with  the  aqueous  emulsion  of  theobroma.  Stearin  in 
his  hands  had  not  yielded  a  very  satisfactory  result.  By 
his  process  tablets  can  be  produced  with  a  fair  polish  and 
friable,  but  thirty  seconds  is  rather  quick  for  a  tablet  to 
disintegrate.  He  had  no  suggestion  to  offer  in  regard 
to  sodium  bisulphate  other  than  to  use  the  theobroma 
emulsion. 

A  vote  of  thanks  having  been  given  to  the  author,  the 
President  called  on  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  to  read  the  paper  by 
himself  and  Mr.  C.  T.  Bennett,  B.Sc,  on 

Oil  of  False  Savin. 

Mr.  Umney  said  it  is  common  knowledge  that  the  oil 
of  savin  distilled  in  the  South  of  France,  Germany,  and 
this  country  differs  considerably,  but  why  this  is  so  has  not 
been  explained.  The  statement  in  Gildemeister  and  Hoff- 
mann has  been  accepted  that  the  oil  distilled  in  Southern 
France  is  adulterated  with  a  large  quantity  of  turpentine — 
a  not  unlikely  sophistication.  Recently,  however,  the 
authors  of  the  paper  had  submitted  to  them  a  sample  of 
oil  of  savin  distilled  at  Grasse  by  a  firm  of  such  repute 
and  with  an  assurance  of  purity,  that  on  examination  it 
became  obvious  that  the  oil  must  be  from  a  different  source 
than  Junipcrus  Sabina.  Application  was  made  to  the  dis- 
tillers for  specimens  of  the  plant  from  which  the  oil  was 
distilled,  and  it  was  found  to  differ  from  true  Juniperus 
Sabina.  Mr.  Umney  then  referred  to  the  works  of  Dio- 
scorides  and  Pliny,  where  two  sources  of  savin  are  men- 
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tioned,  and  in  the  "  Pharmacographia."  Fliickiger  and 
Hanbury  point  out  the  resemblance  between  Juniperus 
Sabina  and  Junipcrus  phcenicca,  with  the  remark  that  the 
latter  is  often  substituted,  but  does  not  possess  the  peculiar 
odour  of  true  savin.  Recently  Professor  Greenish  and 
Monsieur  Collin  published  an  account  of  their  examination 
of  the  powders  of  Junipcrus  Sabina  and  Junipcrus  phcenicea, 
the  latter  being  stated  to  be  often  sold  in  France  in  place 
of  true  savin.  Reference  was  also  made  to  a  paper  by 
Perrot  and  Mongin  in  the  "  Bulletin  des  Sciences  Pharm.," 
in  which  Junipcrus  thurifcra  is  suggested  as  the  source  of 
the  savin  sold  in  France.  The  authors  also  mentioned  the 
North  American  Junipcrus  virginiana  as  being  a  source  of 
savin  oil,  but  the  oil  differs  considerably  from  true  savin 
oil.  Gildemeister  and  Hoffmann  report  having  examined 
the  oil  of  Junipcrus  phcenicca  from  Smyrna,  and  finding 
it  much  the  same  as  the  oil  from  Junipcrus  communis.  The 
specimens  of  the  plant  sent  to  the  authors  from  the  South 
of  France  were  submitted  to  a  leading  French  botanist  and 
also  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  and  definitely  identified  as 
Junipcrus  phcenicca.  Oil  of  savin  is  still  used  in  pharmacy, 
although  not  now  official  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  It 
is  official  in  five  modern  Pharmacopoeias ;  the  tops  are 
official  in  several,  a  fluid  extract  in  the  United  States  and 
a  tincture  in  the  Belgian  Pharmacopoeia.  The  oil,  Mr. 
Umney  reminded  his  hearers,  is  in  Part  1  of  the  Poison 
Schedule.  The  chief  constituents  of  savin  oil  are  an  alde- 
hyde (or  ketone),  terpenes  principally  pinene,  an  alcohol 
(savinol),  the  acetic  ester  of  savinol,  and  a  sesquiterpene. 
The  oil  from  Junipcrus  Sabina  contains  from  45  to  50  per 
cent,  of  savinol  and  from  35  to  40  per  cent,  of  esters,  while 
the  oil  from  Junipcrus  phcenicca  only  contains  17  per  cent, 
of  savinol  and  9  per  cent,  of  esters,  pinene  making  up  the 
bulk  of  the  oil.  The  pinene  had  been  identified  by  means 
of  the  melting-point  of  its  hydrochloride.  As  the  physio- 
'ogical  activity  of  the  oil  is  probably  due  to  the  savinol,  it 
will  be  seen  that  an  oil  consisting  largely  of  pinene  should 
not  be  substituted  for  the  true  oil.  Mr.  Umney  referred 
to  Fliickiger  and  Hanbury's  statement  that  Junipcrus 
phcenicca  is  quite  destitute  of  the  odour  of  savin  as  hardly 
correct,  as  there  is  present  a  faint  odour.  The  substitution 
of  Junipcrus  plioenicca  in  the  present  case  was,  Mr.  Umney 
is  convinced,  quite  unintentional,  and  hardly  merits  the 
strong  observations  made  by  the  German  chemists. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Freeman,  B.Sc,  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  a 
corresponding  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  fol- 
lowed with  a  paper  on 

The  Identification  of  Juniperus  Phcenicea. 
Mr.  Freeman  had  been  asked  by  Mr.  Holmes  to  confirm 
microscopically  the  identity  of  the  specimen.  The  coniferfe 
are  difficult  to  distinguish,  especially  if  the  samples  are  only 
twigs,  and  on  account  of  the  marked  difference  which  one 
species  may  develop  through  being  grown  on  different  soil. 
He  showed  a  sample  of  Junipcrus  communis  grown  on  chalk 
and  another  from  a  high  elevation,  the  differences  being  very 
marked ;  in  the  latter  case  the  foliage  does  not  spread  but  is 
adpressed  to  the  stem.  A  number  of  entirely  different  coni- 
feros  have  adopted  similar  habits.  Junipcrus  Sabina,  Juni- 
pcrus phcenicca,  and  Junipcrus  thurifcra,  specimens  of  which 
were  submitted  to  Mr.  Freeman,  have  a  similar  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  it  is  necessary  to  look  into  their 
minute  structure.  There  are  seven  varieties  of  Junipcrus 
Sabina,  the  tamariscifolia  being  the  common  one  met  with  in 
this  country,  the  others  being  only  found  as  ornamental 
plants.  Savin  is  only  sparingly  grown  in  this  country 
for  medicinal  purposes,  but  another  variety,  the 
cupressifolia,  is  found  in  commerce.  This  kind  has 
convex  and  _  less  acute  leaves,  and  is  thought  to 
be  a  climatic  form  of  the  species.  Mr.  Freeman 
then  referred  to  Mongin's  paper,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
savin,  formerly  much  used  in  veterinary  practice,  has  fallen 
into  disuse  through  the  substitution  of  inactive  kinds.  The 
microscopic  structures  of  the  three  junipers  were  then 
described,  blackboard  drawings  being  given  of  the  appear- 
ances under  the  microscope.  In  Junipcrus  Sabina  and 
J.  thurifcra  the  leaves  are  arranged  in  twos,  but  in 
J.  phcenicca  a  section  will  cut  through  three,  four,  or  five 
leaves.  An  anatomical  feature  of  great  importance  is  the 
occurrence  of  thick  wall  stone  cells  in  /.  phcenicca  and 
J.  thurifcra,  but  they  are  never  present  in  /.  Sabina.  To 
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distinguish  between  /.  thurifcra  and  /.  phcenicca,  look  at 
the  arrangement  of  the  leaves  :  if  in  pairs  the  specimen  is 
./ .  thurif  cra,  but  if  spirally  arranged  the  plant  is  /.  phcenicca. 
From  his  microscopic  examination  he  could  sav  that  the 
material  submitted  to  him  was  certainly  '  Junipcrus 
plioenicca. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  followed  with  a  short  paper  on 

The  Occurrence  of  Juniperus  Thurifera. 
Junipcrus  thurifcra  v.  r/aUica  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
"  Kew  Index,"  which  is  not  surprising,  as  that  work  does  not 
profess  to  describe  varieties.  Mr.  Holmes  then  applied  to 
Dr.  Masters,  the  recognised  authority  on  coniferae,  and  was 
by  him  referred  to  a  work  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
/.  thurifcra  v.  gallica  has  only  been  known  since  1830. 
It  occurs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grenoble,  but  in  1902 
quite  a  forest  was  discovered  in  the  province  of  Hautes 
Alpes  and  described  by  Abbe  Coste  in  the  ''Flora  of 
France." 

discussion. 

The  President  said  the  papers  showed  the  advantage  that 
is  to  be  gained  by  the  collaboration  of  chemists  and 
botanists. 

Professor  H.  G.  Greenish  told  how  it  was  that  the 
false  savin  was  found  to  be  in  use  in  France.  Monsieur 
Collin  some  years  ago  was  working  on  the  microscopy  of 
powdered  drugs,  and  examined  a  sample  of  powdered  savin 
from  his  own  pharmacy  and  remarked  that  the  structure- 
showed  stone  cells.  Subsequent  examination  of  another 
sample  showed  a  disagreement  with  the  first  sample,  and  that 
the  powdered  savin  sold  in  Great  Britain  and  Germany 
differed  from  that  in  use  in  France.  The  savin  sold  in 
France  was  then  found  to  be  the  product  of  J.  phcenicea. 
Professor  Greenish  said  it  was  an  instance  that  often  crops 
up  of  the  substitution  by  accident  or  design  of  one  drug  for 
another.  Recently  he  examined  a  sample  of  powder,  and 
could  not  find  in  the  sample  any  trace  of  the  drug  it  was 
supposed  to  be. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  here  interposed  and  said  a  simple 
test  to  distinguish  true  savin  is  to  break  a  twig  and 
examine  the  end,  when  two  leaves  would  be  seen  to  stand 
out  at  the  end.  The  public  hardly  realise  the  care  that  is 
taken  by  the  retailer  and  wholesaler  to  protect  them,  and 
although  savin  is  now  only  used  in  veterinary  practice,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  pure  article  should  be  supplied.  There 
is  a  very  real  difference  in  the  qualities  of  drugs. 

The  President,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
authors,  said  in  the  present  case  the  substitution  was  made 
through  ignorance. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  in  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks, 
referred  especially  to  the  completeness  with  which  the  sub- 
ject has  been  threshed  out  in  the  meeting.  That  Junipcrus 
phcenicca  in  powder  has  found  a  place  in  French  pharmacy 
in  place  of  Juniperus  Sabina  is  a  point  that  has  been  called 
attention  to  by  Collin  and  others,  and  it  is  now  proved  that 
that  drug  is  the  source  of  much  of  the  French  essential  oil 
in  commerce,  and  finally  that  that  essential  oil  is  not  of  the 
medicinal  value  of  the  oil  from  Juniperus  Sabina,  thus  sup- 
porting the  contention  of  Collin,  Mongin,  and  others  that 
the  powder  is  of  little  value  in  medicine.  Mr.  Umney  went 
on  to  say  that  one  point  brought  out  is  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance, as  indicating  that  pharmacists  should  buy  their  powders, 
from  those  wholesale  druggists  who  grind  their  own  drugs, 
and  who  possess  sufficient  knowledge  to  satisfy  themselves 
of  the  identity  and  purity  of  the  drugs  they  mill.  In  that 
way  chemists  might  be  quite  sure  of  getting  powdered 
savin  free  from  Junipcrus  phcenicca,  and  "liquorice"  free 
from  olive-stones. 

Indian  Aconite-root. 
Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  read  the  final  paper,  with  the  above 
title.  Some  forty  years  ago  Indian  aconite-root  (Aconitum 
fcrox)  came  into  the  market  in  considerable  quantity,  the 
alkaloid  it  contained  being  pseudo-aconitine.  One  of  the 
legacies  of  unsettled  questions  which  Hanbury  left  behind' 
him  at  his  death  in  1878  was  "  What  is  the  origin  of  Indian 
aconite  ?  "  Mr.  Holmes  wrote  to  the  Edinburgh  Botanical 
Gardens  for  a  specimen  of  Aconitum  ferox  which  had  been 
described  as  growing  there,  but  on  cultivating  it  in  his  (the 
speaker's)  garden  at  Sevenoaks,  he  found  it  did  not  corre- 
spond with  the  published  description.    He  then  wrote  to 
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Sir  George  Watt  (then  Dr.  George  Watt)  asking  him  to  pro- 
cure specimens  of  Nepaul  aconite,  but  Sir  George  was  unable 
to  supply,  as  only  natives  are  allowed  to  gather  the  plant. 
Since  then,  however,  Sir  George  Watt  had  collected  a  large 
number  of  Indian  aconites  through  the  agency  of  the  forestry 
officials  and  forwarded  three  sets  of  samples  to  this  country. 
These  have  been  examined  by  Dr.  0.  Stapf,  of  Kew,  who 
has  published  a  book  entitled  "  Indian  Aconites."  Three 
of  these  aconites  are  likely  sources  of  Indian  aconite, 
Aconitum  spicatum,  A.  DeinorJiiz,  and  A.  laciniatum. 
Drawings  of  these  were  exhibited  on  the  screen  and  Mr. 
Holmes  proceeded  to  show  that  A.  laciniatum  is  the  probable 
source  of  Indian  aconite.  A.  spicatum  has  recently  been 
shown  by  Dunstan  to  contain  a  new  aconitine — bic-aconitine 
— and  .4.  Dcinorhiz  is  excluded  on  account  of  the  structure 
of  the  root.  Mr.  Holmes  made  the  differences  of  structure 
very  clear  by  means  of  lantern-slides.  Incidentally,  he 
mentioned  that  the  Edinburgh  plant  that  was  supposed  to 
be  A.  fcrox  has  been  re-named  A.  Balfourii,  and  that  an 
aconite  found  in  India,  A.  Chasmantum,  which  has  an 
alkaloid  physiologically  like  aconitine  from  A.  Napellus, 
would  probably  be  an  efficient  substitute  for  the  official 
aconite  in  India.  Another  specimen  examined  by  Dr.  Stapf, 
A.  heterophylloides,  known  as  jadbar,  resembles,  and  is 
probably  identical  with,  the  ancient  zedoary-root  used  as  an 
antidote.  The  zedoary-root  of  the  present  day  is  the  pro- 
duct of  Curcuma  Zerumbet. 

Dr.  Stapf,  who  was  present,  was  called  on  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  supplement  Mr.  Holmes's  remarks.  He  said  that  the 
subject  of  Indian  aconites  was  obscure,  because  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  samples  of  the  drugs  from  India.  The 
natives  rarely  sent  complete  specimens,  and  it  remained  for 
Sir  George  Watt  to  systematically  collect  the  aconites  of 
India.  By  comparing  all  the  available  samples  Dr.  Stapf 
was  able  to  settle  most  of  the  doubtful  points,  but  there  are 
probably  other  aconites  which  are  used  as  arrow-poisons  by 
some  native  tribes.  There  is  also  much  to  be  done  on  another 
group  of  aconites — the  Japanese  aconites.  Dr.  Stapf 
added  that  A.  Fischeri,  now  known  as  Japanese  aconite, 
probably  does  not  come  from  Japan  at  all,  but  from  Kam- 
chatka. 

The  President,  after  putting  the  vote  of  thanks, 
announced  that  he  would  hold  a  reception  on  January  16  in 
place  of  the  ordinary  evening  meeting,  and  that  Professor 
Green  would  deliver  a  lantern-lecture  on  his  recent  visit  to 
South  Africa  with  the  British  Association. 

The  members  then  adjourned  to  the  examination-hall  for 
refreshments.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  had  a  collection  of  drugs 
recently  added  to  the  museum  on  show,  and  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  1906,  was  the  most  conspicuous 
book  among  the  recent  additions  to  the  library  of  the 
Society. 

3nMa  anfc  tbe  East 

A  Remarkable  Antidote  for  snake-bites,  used  with  won- 
derful success  for  the  past  two  years,  is  communicated  to  the 
"Pioneer"  by  a  correspondent.  The  remedy  is  vinegar 
poured  into  two  incisions  made  over  the  fang-marks,  each 
incision  being  §  inch  long  and  £  inch  deep. 

A  New  Chemical  Laboratory,  costing  Rs.  10,000,  was 
opened  at  St.  Thomas's  College.  Colombo,  on  November  22. 
The  apparatus  has  been  supplied  by  Messrs.  P.  Harris  &  Co., 
of  Birmingham.  This  is  now  the  only  complete  school 
laboratory  in  the  island. 

Morphine  in  Calcutta. — The  report  of  the  Bengal  Excise 
for  1904-5  contains  some  interesting  information  regarding 
the  sale  of  morphine  in  Calcutta.  "  The  Board,"  it  is  stated, 
"will  await  the  submission  of  a  full  report"  on  the  sub- 
ject. Meanwhile  they  suggest  that  it  should  be  ascer- 
tained how  the  large  quantities  of  morphine  sold  in  Cal- 
cutta are  disposed  of,  and  also  express  the  opinion  that 
owing  to  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  Excise  Department 
directed  against  the  cocaine-habit,  morphine  is  being  more 
largely  resorted  to.  The  Board  also  intimate  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  confine  the  right  to  sell  drugs  capable  of 
being  used  as  intoxicants  to  chemists  and  druggists  hold- 
ing diplomas  from  recognised  institutions.  Judging  from 
the  large  seizures  of  cocaine  imported  or  smuggled  by 
private  persons,  it  seems  likely  that  most  of  the  drug 
illictly  sold  is  not  procured  from  chemists  and  druggists. 


^festivities. 


Bradford  Diners. 

The  ninth  annual  dinner  of  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  December  12,  at  the 
Royal  Hotel,  Bradford.  The  President  (Mr.  R.  H. 
Marshall)  occupied  the  chair,  and  among  those  present  as 
guests  were  Mr.  F.  W.  Richardson  (West  Riding  analyst 
and  Bradford  analyst),  Mr.  Geo.  Weston  (Harrogate),  Mr. 
J.  H.  Beacock  (Leeds),  Mr.  H.  Hebden  (Halifax),  Mr.  W. 
Pollard  (Wakefield),  Mr.  Geo.  Walker  (Dewsbury),  and 
Mr.  T.  Pratt  (Bradford  Chamber  of  Trades).  The  toast 
of  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society"  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Goddard  Dutton,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  G.  Weston. 
Speeches  were  also  made  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Gregory,  Mr.  W. 
Pollard,  Mr.  Geo.  Walker,  Mr.  F.  K.  Taylor,  Mr.  H. 
Hebden,  Mr.  T.  Pratt,  Mr.  T.  Stead,  Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley 
(Hon.  Secretary),  and  the  President;  and  Mr.  Mackay  and 
Mr.  Henson  did  useful  service  with  songs. 

Chemists  at  Whist. 

A  Whist-drive  was  held  at  Ashley's  Cafe,  Leeds,  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  in  connection  with  the  Leeds  and  District  Chemists' 
Association.  There  were  about  140  ladies  and  gentle- 
men present,  thirty-three  tables  being  engaged.  Six  prizes 
were  presented,  three  for  gentlemen  and  three  for  ladies,  the 
first  gentleman's  prize — a  sketch  by  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds — ■ 
being  won  by  Mr.  R.  Milestone.  Mr.  W.  D.  Pallitt  (Vice- 
President  of  the  Association)  presented  the  prizes  and 
reminded  those  present  of  the  ball  in  January,  remarking 
that  he  should  be  pleased  to  see  as  many  of  them  present 
as  possible.  Light  refreshments  were  provided  and  a  most' 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  arrangements  for  the 
whist-drive  were  carried  out  in  an  admirable  manner  by  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  R.  Fourness,  F.  W. 
Hollingworth,  and  E.  Crawford. 

A  Cricket  Dinner. 

The  third  annual  dinner  and  smoking-concert  of  the  Han- 
over Cricket  Club  (Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb, 
Ltd.)  was  held  on  December  9  at  the  Stork  Hotel,  Liverpool, 
Mr.  J.  Shacklady  presiding  ever  a  good  muster  of  members 
and  friends.  After  the  excellent  dinner  had  been  satis- 
factorily disposed  of  and  the  loyal  toasts  honoured,  Mr. 
G.  M.  McLoughlin,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  Our  President 
and  Directors,"  regretted  the  absence  of  the  President  and 
Vice-Presidents,  and  sympathised  with  them  in  their  recent 
bereavement.  Mr.  J.  Shacklady,  in  responding  on  behalf 
of  the  President,  read  a  letter  explaining  his  absence.  The 
Secretary  (Mr.  A.  T.  Grosart)  then  submitted  statistics. 
The  first  team  had  played  eight  matches,  four  of  which  had 
been  won  and  four  lost,  and  they  had  scored  460  runs  against 
383  by  their  opponents.  Unfortunately  the  scoring-book 
with  the  individual  averages  had  been  mislaid,  and  the  two 
bats  which  were  presented  by  the  President  for  the  best 
batting  and  bowling  averages  would  therefore  be  held  over 
till  the  next  season.  The  second  team  had  played  eight 
matches,  three  of  which  had  been  won  and  the  remainder 
lost.  The  bat  presented  by  Mr.  S.  Castle  for  the  best  batting 
average  in  the  second  team  went  to  Mr.  P.  Price,  while  the 
cricket-ball,  presented  by  Mr.  G.  M.  McLoughlin,  for  the 
best  bowling  average  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Harry  Holden. 
The  Secretary  hoped  that  next  season  the  results  would  be 
even  better  than  the  above.  The  Chairman  proposed  "  The 
Hanover  Cricket  Club,"  and  Mr.  Grosart  briefly  responded. 
The  musical  portion  of  the  programme  was  a  distinct 
success.  Songs  were  rendered  during  the  evening  by  Messrs. 
G.  R.  Garnett,  W.  Thomas,  J.  H.  Veney,  J.  B.  Thredder, 
J.  Kevan,  T.  Dillon.  P.  Price,  Peyton,  and  Royls ;  a  piccolo 
solo  was  given  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Beswick,  and  the  duties  of 
accompanist  ably  performed  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Kennison ;  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  musical  artistes,  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  W. 
Maine  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Kennison,  bringing  to 
a  close  a  most  enjoyable  evening.   

Z\nzib\r  Chillies. — The  exports  of  chillies  from  Zanzibar 
during  1904  amounted  to  477,453  lbs.,  against  516,428  lbs.  dur- 
ing 1903,  making  the  average  for  the  five  years  (1899-1903) 
646,787  lbs.  The  exports  were  mostly  of  local  growth,  but 
about  10  per  cent,  came  from  Uganda  in  1904. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  Jrelanb. 

COUNCIL-MEETING. 

I^HE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
.  December  6,  at  three  o'clock.  .Dr.  J.  A.  Walsh  (Presi- 
dent) occupied  the  chair;  and  the  other  members  present 
were  Messrs.  W.  F.  Wells,  G.  D.  Beggs,  W.  V.  Johnston, 
J.  Smith,  C.  P.  Fairweather,  Eichard  Blair,  and  T.  N. 
Moffitt. 

The  Late  Prosecutions. 

Mr.  Beggs  proposed  that  the  best  thanks  of  the  Council 
be  passed  to  Mr.  Wells,  both  for  his  kindness  and  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  aided  the  Society  in  the  late  prose- 
cutions. There  was  no  member  of  the  Council  better 
qualified  to  give  that  assistance,  and  he  (Mr.  Beggs)  thought 
that  the  least  the  Society  could  do  was  to  pass  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wells  for  devoting  his  time  and 
energies  in  the  interests  of  the  Society.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Johnston  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks. 

The  President  said  he  need  add  nothing  to  what  Mr. 
Beggs  had  said,  as  they  were  all  aware  that  Mr.  Wells 
sacrificed  himself  on  all  occasions  for  the  good  of  the  Society. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Wells,  in  returning  thanks,  said  such  a  vote  was 
quite  unnecessary.  He  took  an  interest  in  the  Society  and 
its  working,  and  he  did  not  require  any  thanks  for  that. 
In  the  case  of  the  Ferns  prosecution,  after  consulting  with 
the  President,  he  decided  to  attend  the  court,  as  their 
solicitor  (Mr.  Meeke)  was  new  to  the  work ;  but  he  found 
that  his  (Mr.  Wells)  assistance  was  scarcely  required,  as 
Mr.  Meeke  had  taken  the  greatest  pains  to  post  himself 
up  in  the  case.  The  result  was  that  a  conviction  was  • 
secured,  and  the  Magistrates  acted  very  fairly  indeed.  The 
solicitor  for  the  defendant  asked  that  only  one  penalty 
should  be  inflicted ;  but  the  Society  had  been  put  to  so  much 
expense  that  Mr.  Meeke  would  not  consent,  and  two  51. 
penalties  were  imposed,  and  Id.  on  the  third  summons.  The 
defendant  said  he  would  appeal  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and 
he  believed  such  would  be  done.  The  defence  then  asked 
the  Bench  to  put  a  stay  on  the  fines,  and  although  he  (Mr. 
Wells)  pointed  out  that  such  was  illegal,  the  Magistrates 
said  they  would  do  so,  as  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing. 
At  New  Ross,  where  he  (Mr.  Wells)  was  not  present, 
Mr.  Meeke  had  to  make  a  hard  fight  to  get  the  two  penalties, 
and,  in  fact,  he  had  to  threaten  the  Magistrates  with  the 
King's  Bench  before  they  agreed  to  impose  the  fines.  There 
was  one  point  that  he  (Mr.  Wells)  would  like  to  refer  to 
while  on  this  subject,  and  that  was  :  that  it  was  a  shame  for 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist — a  licentiate  of  that  Society — to  be 
supplying  unqualified  traders  throughout  the  country  with 
these  poisonous  preparations.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  thought 
the  Council  should  direct  the  Registrar  to  write  to  the  firm 
in  question  calling  their  attention  to  the  serious  nature  of 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Wells's  suggestion  was  adopted. 

Reports  were  read  from  the  solicitors  to  the  Society 
(Messrs.  A.  &  J.  Robinson,  Dublin),  stating  what  had  been 
done  in  the  Ferns  and  New  Ross  prosecutions. 

Cases  Pending. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  the  prosecutions  were  not  all  over 
yet.  One  case  had  been  settled  without  going  into  court — 
the  party  paying  the  full  penalty  and  undertaking  not  to 
offend  again — but  there  were  yet  two  cases  in  the  country  to 
be  decided. 

The  Registrar  :  And  we  will  have  six  in  Dublin. 
Condolence. 

The  President  said  that  their  colleague  Dr.  Whitla  had 
recently  met  with  a  bereavement  in  the  death  of  his  brother, 
and  he  was  quite  sure  the  Council  would  desire  to  express 
to  him  their  deep  regret  at  the  sorrow  which  had  come  to 
Dr.  Whitla  and  his  family.  He  moved  that  a  letter  of 
condolence  be  sent  to  Dr.  Whitla. 

Mr.  Fairweather  seconded  the  motion. 

Chemists  to  Asylums. 
Mr.  T.  J.  McAdam,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Omagh, 
wrote  that  he  had  been  appointed  permanently  as  chemist 
to  the  Omagh  Asylum  after  a  fight  extending  over  two  years. 


Though  latterly  doctors  had  been  appointed  to  do  the  work, 
the  Committee  of  Management  had  the  power  of  appointing 
chemists  to  such  institutions,  and  it  was  well  that  members 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  know  such  appoint- 
ments could  still  be  made. 

The  President  said  it  was  an  open  question — either  a 
doctor  or  a  chemist  could  be  appointed  to  such  institutions. 

Correspondence. 
Letters  were  read  from  Dr.  E.  W.  Allsom,  M.P.S.I.  ; 
Mr.  L.  J.  Woodroffe,  M.A. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Barnes,  M.P.S.I.; 
and  Mr.  J.  Guiler,  M.P.S.I.,  returning  thanks  on  appoint- 
ment as  Examiners. 

New  Members  and  Associates. 
The  following  were  elected  :  Mr.  J.  E.  Lewis,  Ph.C., 
Medical  Hall,  Skibbereen,  co.  Cork,  as  a  member;  and  Mr. 
J.  J.  Gardiner,  R.D.,  Rathangan,  Kildare,  as  an  associate 
druggist.  The  following  were  nominated  for  membership  : 
Mr.  J.  P.  English,  Ph.C,  Earl  Street,  Mullingar;  Mr. 

F.  J.  Fitzpatrick,  Ph.C,  39  Benburt  Street,  Dublin;  Mr. 

G.  B.  Graham,  Ph.C,  3  Dolphin's  Barn,  Dublin. 
Applicant  for  Registered  Druggist  Examination. 
In  connection  with  the  application  of  Mr.  H.  Meragh  to  be 

admitted  to  the  Registered  Druggist  examination,  quite  a> 
bundle  of  correspondence  was  read.  Mr.  Meragh  was  ap- 
prenticed to  Dr.  Reid,  of  Bandon,  who  has  a  medical  hall, 
but  as  his  name  did  not  appear  in  the  Medical  Register  or 
that  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Ireland,  as  a  L.A.H.,  the 
Registrar  wrote  on  the  subject,  with  the  result  that  Dr. 
Reid  wrote  back  stating  that  he  was  a  L.A.H.I.,  which 
ought  to  be  known  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutica] 
Society,  and  that  his  name  had  been  left  out  by  mistake 
from  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  register.  He  also  charged  the 
Registrar  with  discourtesy. 

Mr.  Wells  took  strong  exception  to  the  tone  of  Dr.  Reid's 
letter  (which  Mr.  Wells  considered  most  discourteous  and 
one  which  should  not  have  been  written  by  a  gentleman  to 
the  Registrar).  The  Registrar  only  did  his  duty  in  asking 
for  information  on  an  important  point. 

Mr.  Blair  said  there  was  no  doubt  Dr.  Reid  was  a 
L.A.H.  before  the  young  man  Meragh  went  to  serve  his 
apprenticeship  to  him. 

Mr.  Wells  :  But  we  had  no  evidence  of  that.  In  his 
letter  he  signed  himself  "  M.D.,"  and  as  we  could  not  find 
the  name  in  the  register  we  were  bound  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion on  the  point. 

The  President  said  that  the  Council  had  acted  strictly- 
according  to  the  rule  pursued  in  such  cases,  and  Dr.  Reid 
had  no  cause  of  complaint. 

Mr.  Wells  said  it  was  Dr.  Reid  who  was  discourteous, 
and  he  would  move  that  he  be  asked  to  withdraw  the  charge 
of  discourtesy  which  he  had  made  against  Mr.  Ferrall. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Council  adjourned. 


information  Manteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 


"  The  Death-knell  of  the  Atom  "  is  the  title  of  a  song  sung 
at  the  Chemical  Laboratory  dinner  at  London  University 
College  on  November  17.  The  words  of  the  song  are  printed 
in  "  Nature,"  and  the  initials  of  the  author,  "  W.  R-."  are,  it 
will  be  noted,  the  same  as  those  of  the  distinguished  knight 
who  is  head  of  the  laboratory.  The  last  verso  is  the  best ;  it 
runs : 

There's  nothing  facetious  in  the  way  that  Lucretius 

Imagined  the  Chaos  to  quiver  ; 
And  electrons  to  blunder,  together,  asunder, 

In  building  up  atoms  for  ever  ! 


trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  4z  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


156/14.    Makers  of  liquid  ethylene. 

157/57.  Makers  of  rubber  goods  bearing  the  word 
SYL  "  and  a  design. 
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Winter  Session  of  Chemists'  Xocal  associations. 


The  Business  Done. 

The  Great  Yarmofith  chemists  enjoyed  a  lantern-lecture  on 
Ely  Cathedral,  Huddersfield  devoted  itself  to  local  trade 
matters,  the  Hastings  chemists  listened  to  a  lecture  on  South 
Africa.  The  London  assistants  were  conducted  over  the  Univ- 
sity  College  dispensary,  the  Irish  assistants  discussed  ethics 
as  applied  to  pharmacy.  Some  particulars  of  Harrogate 
waters  interested  the  chemists  of  that  delightful  health  resort, 
but  the  Sheffielders  chose  the  more  serious  subject  of  Parlia- 
mentary representation ;  any  fund  raised  should  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Newcastle  had  a  lecture 
on  degeneracy  by  a  local  doctor.  The  Reading  chemists  are 
persevering  in  P.A.T.A.  matters,  and  at  York  the  movement 
against  co-operative  societies  is  to  bo  aided.  The  Edinburgh 
assistants  showed  what  they  could  do  in  photography,  the  ex- 
hibits being  criticised  by  a  professional.  The  Cambridge 
Association  presented  Mr.  B.  S.  Campkin,  the  late  Secretary, 
with  a  cigarette-case,  and  West  Ham  chemists,  after  business 
was  finished,  listened  to  some  original  songs  by  Mr.  Hender. 
Mr.  Crofts,  of  Leicester,  gave  his  confreres*  his  views  on 
medicine-stamp  duty,  and  at  Glasgow  Mr.  Sutherland  was 
hopeful  about  price-protection. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at 
156  King  Street  on  December  7  at  8  p.m.,  the  President 
(Mr.  Harvey  Palmer)  being  in  the  chair,  and  most  of  the 
members  being  present.  After  the  business  was  concluded 
Mr.  Howard  gave  a  lantern  lecture  on  Ely  Cathedral.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Howard  and  to  Mr.  Hill 
for  manipulating  the  lantern. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel,  Huddersfield, 
on  Tuesday,  December  12,  Mr.  Walshaw  (President)  in 
the  chair.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  the  chief  business 
was  the  continuation  of  a  discussion  on  "Trade  Topics," 
the  points  being  mainly  of  local  interest,  but  the  Secretary 
(Mr.  J.  B.  Wood)  read  correspondence  about  parliamentary 
matters  for  submitting  to  candidates. 


East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  last  week  a  highly  interesting  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Charles  G.  Skyrme,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  on  his  recent  visit  to  South  Africa  as  a  member  of 
the  British  Association  (Botanical  Section).  The  lecture 
was  chiefly  topographical ;  but  Mr.  Skyrme  also  made  obser- 
vations on  the  people  and  on  the  South  African  questions  of 
the  day.  It  was  a  most  interesting  evening,  and  the  thanks 
of  the  company  were  conveyed  at  the  close  by  Mr.  John 
Smith  to  Mr.  Skyrme. 


Isle  of  Thanet  Chemists'  Association. 

The  inaugural  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
Ramsgate  on  December  7,  and  was  attended  by  chemists 
from  various  parts  of  the  division.  Mr.  Julian  Horrell,  of 
Broadstairs,  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
Mr  E.  Baily,  of  Ramsgate,  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Rules  were  formulated,  and  the  programme  for  the  session 
discussed.  The  committee  appointed  was  composed  of 
chemists  from  the  different  towns  in  the  division  with  a  view 
to  cementing  friendly  relations  in  all  parts,  and  for  the  same 
reason  it  was  resolved  to  hold  the  monthly  meetings  at 
Ramsgate  and  Margate  alternately. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

About  sixty  of  the  members  and  their  friends  met  in  the 
palatial  waiting-hall  of  University  College  Hospital,  Gower 
Street,_  W.C.,  on  December  7,  and  a  pleasant  evening  was 
spent  inspecting  the  compact  and  well- furnished  dispen- 
sary and  laboratory  of  which  Mr.  Reginald  R.  Bennett  is 


head.  In  the  laboratory  considerable  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  an  ointment-mill,  by  Bennett,  Sons  &  Shears, 
Ltd.,  with  an  automatic  emptying  arrangement  devised  by 
Mr.  Bennett.  This  and  other  machinery,  driven  by  electric 
motors,  was  in  motion,  and  was  fully  and  clearly  explained 
by  Mr.  Bennett  and  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock,  who  were 
cordially  thanked. 


Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  December  8  at 
the  Nelson  Cafe,  33  Lower  Sackville  Street,  Dublin.  The 
President  (Mr.  Edgar  B.  Aplin)  was  in  the  chair.  Routine 
business  having  been  transacted,  the  rest  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  a  communication  on 

Ethical  Pharmacy,  in  which  the  essayist  set  what  was 
described  in  the  subsequent  discussion  as  an  impossible 
standard  for  followers  of  pharmacy.  The  pharmacy  of  the 
twentieth  century,  said  the  speaker,  consists  for  the  greater 
part  of  concentrated  drugs  and  tablets,  and  as  things  go  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  man  of  medicine  and  the 
mixer  of  drugs  will  be  things  of  the  past. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  December  8*  Mr.  R.  Hayton  Davis, 
F.C.S.,  presiding.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Atkin- 
son, Battle,  Eynon,  Dawson,  Halliday,  Harper,  Hines, 
Leak,  Lawrence,  Mitchell,  Handford,  Pattison,  Walker, 
and  Weston. 

Harrogate  Waters. — The  President  read  an  interesting 
paper  entitled  "An  epitome  of  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  and  the  improvements  which  have  been  effected 
in  the  collection  and  conservation  of  the  medicinal  waters 
of  Harrogate  during  the  last  forty-five  years."  Mr.  Davis's 
knowledge  of  the  Harrogate  waters  is  unique,  he  having 
occupied  the  position  of  consulting  chemist  at  the  Baths  and 
Wells  for  many  years.  His  paper  was  much  appreciated, 
and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  him. 

Harrogate  Formulary. — A  committee  was  appointed  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  draw  up  and  publish  a  local 
Formulary,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  ladies' 
meeting  in  January  and  the  annual  dinner. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Montgomery  Hall  on  Wednes- 
day, December  13,  the  President  (Councillor  Fox,  P.L.S.) 
in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Newsholme, 
G.  Squire,  H.  Antcliffe,  P.  Carr,  J.  G.  Jackson,  J.  Austen, 
J.  B.  Pater,  J.  E.  Eardley,  J.  Evans,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
J.  T.  Alcock,  J.  T.  Appleton,  F.  W.  Whitworth,  R.  D. 
Douglas,  R.  Dixon,  F.  B.  Hirst,  A.  H.  Culverhouse, 
A.  Whitehurst,  and  H.  G.  Williams  (Hon.  Secretary). 

Chemists  in  Parliament. — Mr.  Antcliffe,  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Phar- 
maceutical Associations,  introduced  the  question  of  the 
advisability  of  having  pharmacy  represented  in  Parliament. 
After  some  discussion  the  following  resolution  was  adopted 
unanimously,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Executive 
Committee  : 

That  this  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Sheffield  Phar- 
maceutical and  Chemical  Society  is  of  opinion  that  it  is 
desirable  that  pharmacy  should  be  represented  in  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  does  not  agree  that  it  should  be  represented  by 
paid  or  partially  paid  delegates ;  at  the  same  time  it  sees  no 
objection  to  a  fund  being  formed  for  Parliamentarv 
purposes,  such  fund  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  to  be  used  in  anv  way 
it  deems  best. 


Newcastle  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  on  Wednesday  evening,  December  13,  Mr.  Gilderdale, 
President,  in  the  chair.    There  was  a  good  attendance. 
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New  Members. — Messrs.  J.  Weston  and  W.  N.  Scott 
were  elected  members. 

Physical  Degeneracy. — Dr.  Allison  gave  an  address  on 
this  subject.  He  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  degeneracy  and  depreciation,  and  both  are  taking 
place  in  this  country.  The  Army  figures  show  50  per  cent, 
of  rejections,  and  the  Navy  35  per  cent. — namely, 
1,962  straightway  rejections  for  the  Army  out  of  5,083  appli- 
cations, 1,522  medical  examination  failures,  and  1,378  ap- 
provals. This  he  considered  very  serious.  In  1870  the 
standard  of  height  was  5  ft.  8  in.,  in  1890  5  ft.  4  in., 
and  now  5  ft.  3  in.  He  attributed  the  failures  to  flat 
feet,  defective  eyesight,  and  poor  physique.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  lowering  birth-rate,  and  stated  that  from 
80  to  85  per  cent,  of  children  are  born  healthy.  Mem- 
bers of  large  families  are  invariably  of  better  physique 
than  those  of  smaller  ones.  He  judged  strength  by 
staying  power.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  children  are  bottle- 
fed.  Continuing,  he  said  depreciation  can  certainly  be 
traced  to  alcohol,  and  pointed  out  from  personal  experience 
the  superior  care  which  the  Jew  takes  in  the  feeding  of  the 
child.  The  President  and  Messrs.  Blyth  and  Gibson  made 
some  remarks,  and  Dr.  Allison  was  cordially  thanked. 


Reading  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  39  Castle  Street,  Reading  on  Thurs- 
day, December  7,  Mr.  B.  H.  Butler  (President)  in  the 
chair. 

P.A.T.A.  "Black  List." — A  discussion  on  this  subject 
was  opened  by  Mr.  F.-  Mays.  He  pointed  out  that  retailers 
generally  are  kept  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  the  black  list, 
although  it  is  through  retailers  that  those  on  the  list  could 
most  easily  derive  their  supplies,  and  through  which  channel 
it  is  most  difficult  to  trace  sources  of  supply  in  cases  of 
underselling.  Another  point  worthy  of  attention,  he  said, 
is  the  too  easy  reinstatement  of  those  who  have  been 
black-listed.  Thus  an  offender  continues  cutting  until 
he  has  exhausted  his  stock  (purposely  accumulated 
beforehand)  and  then  at  once  returns  to  the  fold 
until  his  stock  is  large  enough  and  he  is  ready  to 
re-commence  cutting  operations.  It  seems  desirable  that 
a  man  on  the  list  should  be  kept  there  for  at  least 
twelve  months,  or  for  a  period  which  would  act  as  a  future 
deterrent.  The  absence  of  an  organised  system  from  head- 
quarters for  detecting  cases  of  underselling  was  commented 
on;  methods  of  numbering  or  in  other  ways  marking  pro- 
prietaries, so  as  to  trace  sources  of  supply,  and  the  flagrant 
way  in  which  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  disregarded  the 
P.A.T.A.  were  also  discussed.  Mr.  Butler  suggested  that 
the  names  of  the  local  black-listers  should  be  sent  to  the 
district  P.A.T.A.  secretary  for  private  communication  to 
local  chemists.  Mr.  Harrison  suggested  that  the  list  might 
be  published  in  the  "Record."  The  following  resolution 
was  then  passed  : 

That  it  is  desirable  that  the  P.A.T.A.  black-list  should 
be  published  monthly  among  the  retailers  as  well  as  the 
manufacturers  in  the  Association  "  Record  "  or  otherwise. 

A  scheme  for  cataloguing  out-of-the-way  proprietary  drugs 
held  in  stock  among  the  members  was  also  discussed. 


^[Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

Tiie  Association  held  its  second  photographic  exhibition  and 
social  evening  on  December  6  at  35  York  Place,  Mr.  A. 
McCutcheon  (President)  in  the  chair. 

Photographic  Exhibition. — A  large  number  of  contact 
and  enlarged  photographic  prints  by  members,  sent  in  for 
competition,  were  exhibited  on  the  west  wall  of  the  examina- 
tion-hall ;  while  on  the  other  walls  were  displayed  a  large 
number  of  pictures  sent  for  exhibition.  The  latter  included 
two  beautiful  Japanese  lacquered  pictures  sent  by  Mr.  George 
Somerville.  The  entire  collection  showed  a  very  distinct 
advance  on  the  exhibition  held  last  year,  and  there  was  a 
very  large  attendance.  The  prizes  were  awarded  by  Mr. 
John  Banks,  manager  of  Ayton's  photographic  studio,  who, 
in  an  interesting  report,  said  he  placed  first  in  the  contact- 
print  class  "Among  the  Pentlands "  and  "The  Ren- 
dezvous," both  by  Mr.  W.  N.  Brazier.    In  both  pictures  the 


artist  has  striven  to  convey  the  feeling  which  the  subjects 
had  suggested  to  his  own  mind.  In  "Among  the  Pent- 
lands  "  the  trees  have  been  admirably  managed  to  get  over 
the  otherwise  too  evident  expanse  of  water.  The  same  lines 
were  followed  in  "The  Rendezvous."  The  direct  print 
"  Scotch  Firs,"  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Clements,  was  highly  com- 
mended. It  is,  said  the  report,  the  most  technically  perfect 
picture  in  the  exhibition.  The  actual  photographic  know- 
ledge expressed  in  the  beautiful  quality  of  the  picture,  and 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  lights,  commended  it  at  once  to 
the  observer. 

Musical  Programme. — An  excellent  programme  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music  and  recitations  was  contributed  by 
Mrs.  Rowland  and  Misses  Cruickshank,  Hill,  Hutchison, 
Lamb,  Smith,  and  Somerville,  and  Messrs.  Rowland  and 
Murray ;  and  some  exquisite  pieces  by  the  Cynthia  Quartette 
(Messrs.  Mason,  Jeffrey,  Tait,  and  Gillespie)  were  greatly 
appreciated.  Cordial  thanks  were  given  to  the  artistes  and 
the  committee. 


York  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  The  Old  George,  York,  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  the  President  (Mr.  Lupton)  in  the  chair.  There  were 
also  present  Messrs.  S.  Scruton,  J.P.,  A.  Humphreys, 
Birks,  Malcolm  Spence  (Managing  Director,  York  Glass  Co., 
Ltd.),  Barron  (Secretary,  York  Traders'  Association), 
T.  Parker,  E.  J.  Wood,  T.  M.  Steedman,  T.  C.  Atkinson 
Myers,  W.  Dewhurst,  W.  Saville,  Batty,  and  M.  F. 
Burgin  (Hon.  Secretary). 

Glass-making. — Mr.  Malcolm  Spence  was  unanimously 
elected  an  honorary  member.  The  President  said  he  hoped 
Mr.  Spence  might  at  some  future  date  be  prevailed  upon  to 
read  a  paper  on  the  art  and  craft  of  glass-making.  Mr. 
Spence  thanked  the  members  and  said  he  would  be  very 
pleased  to  read  a  paper  as  suggested,  with  lantern-slides. 
Mr.  Scruton  suggested  that  others  than  members  should  be 
invited. 

Traders'  Association. — Mr.  Humphreys  opened  a  dis- 
cussion upon  the  advisability  of  the  members  individually 
joining  the  York  Traders'  Association.  He  explained  the 
objects  of  the  Traders'  Association,  which  are  : 

1.  To  promote  the  welfare  of  all  trades,  by  impressing  on 
members  (he  advisability  of  trading  only  with  those  who 
support  individual  enterprise,  and  to  urge  a  more  generous 
patronage  of  the  local  trader. 

2.  To  watch  over  the  interests  of  trade  as  affected  by 
legislation,  co-operative  stores,  and  other  influences.  To 
supply  the  means  of  defence  and  such  other  advantages  as 
can  be  more  readily  obtained  by  united  action.  To  main- 
tain members'  just  rights  in  all  questions  affecting  their 
trade  interests  generally.  '  • 

3.  To  educate  the  public  by  means  of  lectures,  literature, 
etc.,  in  respect  to  the  injurious  effects  of  co-operative  stores 
on  the  private  trade  of  the  country.  To  use  all  legitimate 
means  to  impress  upon  the  Legislature  the  unjust  burden 
which  private  traders  have  to  bear  in  comparison  with  co- 
operative societies  in  reference  to  income-tax. 

Each  of  these  objects  Mr.  Humphreys  commented  upon, 
and  he  pointed  out  that  last  year  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  lost  540,000^.  by  Co-ops.  not  paying  income-tax. 
This  had  to  be  made  good  by  individual  enterprise,  for  if 
the  co-ops.  were  not  in  existence  the  business  done  by  them 
would  be  done  by  the  private  trader,  who  has  to  pay  income- 
tax.  The  Central  Board  of  the  Traders'  Defence  Associa- 
tion have  taken  this  matter  up  very  strongly  and  got  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  include  this  matter  in  the 
Terms  of  Reference,  and  have  drafted  a  short  Bill  to  deal 
with  it.  An  animated  discussion  followed,  most  of  those 
present  taking  part  in  the  movement.  Mr.  Humphreys 
strongly  urged  the  members  to  join  the  Traders'  Association, 
most  of  the  members  signifying  their  intention  of  doing  so. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

By  invitation  of  the  President  (Mr.  H.  F.  Cook),  a  social 
gathering  was  held  at  10  Emmanuel  Street,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  December  6.  Mr.  Cook  occupied  the  chair,  and 
those  present  included  Alderman  A.  Deck,  F.C.S.,  Messrs. 
A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J. P.,  E.  Saville  Peck,  M.A.,  Coun- 
cillor E.  Field,  J.  Evans  (Treasurer),  T.  J.  Mallett  (Sec- 
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retary),  B.  S.  Campkin,  E.  Moss,  J.  Palmer,  P.  Pain, 
Greensmith,  and  G.  Aldrich. 

Welcome  and  Presentation. 
The  President,  after  welcoming  the  members,  said  he  was 
glad  to  see  all  the  Past-Presidents  of  the  Association  with 
them  that  evening,  feeling  that  it  was  a  good  sign  of  the 
interest  that  was  taken  in  the  Association ;  and  as  they  now 
had  five  members  of  the  Association  on  the  Borough  Council 
they  had  cause  for  congratulation.  What  he  desired  and 
wished  for  was  more  energy  and  unity  on  the  part  of  the 
younger  members ;  their  qualifications  proved  that  they 
were  not  lacking  in  ability.  There  were  those  present  who 
had  taken  a  very  active  part  and  held  high  positions  in  both 
pharmaceutical  and  municipal  work,  and  as  these  gentle- 
men would  not  always  be  with  them  it  was  essential  for  the 
younger  men  to  be  prepared  to  take  their  places.  He  referred 
to  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  appreciative 
terms,  then  to  the  loss  the  Cambridge  Association  has  sus- 
tained by  the  resignation  of  their  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  B.  S. 
Campkin,  and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  splendid  services 
rendered  by  him  during  the  last  nine  years.  The  members 
had  met  together  that  night  to  show  their  appreciation  of 
these  services  in  a  practical  way,  and  he  begged  Mr.  B.  S. 
Campkin  to  accept  a  silver  cigarette-case  as  a  slight  token 
of  regard  to  which  every  member  of  the  Association  had 
contributed. 

Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  M.A.,  supported  what  the  President 
had  said  with  regard  to  the  services  rendered  by  the  late 
Secretary.  He,  during  the  two  years  he  was  President,  was 
in  a  position  to  state  with  knowledge  the  amount  of  real 
hard  work  Mr.  Campkin  had  put  in,  and  he  fully  endorsed 
all  the  remarks  the  President  had  made.  Without  express- 
ing an  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  decision  of  the 
committee  in  limiting  the  amount  of  subscriptions,  still  the 
fact  remained  that  they  were  compelled  to  do  so,  the 
response  was  so  hearty  and  generous. 

Mr.  B.  S.  Campkin  thanked  the  President  and  members 
for  the  testimonial,  and  stated  that  he  was  completely 
taken  by  surprise,  having  no  idea  that  anything  of  the  kind 
was  afloat.  He  would  always  take  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Association. 

Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President  for  his  address  and  his  kindness  in  entertaining 
the  members.    Alderman  Deck,  F.C.S.,  seconded. 

Councillor  Field  supported  and  congratulated  his  eld 
pupil,  Mr.  Cook,  on  his  election  as  President. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  music. 
Messrs.  Peck,  Pain,  Moss,  Greensmith,  and  A.  Sidney 
Campkin  rendered  songs,  and  a  glee-party,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Cowell,  contributed  various  items.  A  very 
successful  and  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to  a  close 
about  12.30  with  the  National  Anthem. 


West  Ham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  Earlham 
Hall,  Forest  Gate,  on  December  7,  Mr.  W.  Potter  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair. 

Correspondence. — The  P.A.T.A.  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  the  resolution  with  respect  to  prices,  and  stated 
that  it  would  be  placed  before  the  Council. — A  letter  was 
also  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittee with  respect  to  the  resolution  on  "  Commercial  Stan- 
dards for  Drugs." 

Benevolent  Fund  Election. — It  was  resolved  that  the 
Association  votes  be  given  to  Mr.  Toone. 

The  Widows  Clause. — On  the  suggestion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  discussion  of  Mr.  Blades's  paper  on  the  "  widows 
clause  "  was  adjourned  to  the  January  meeting. 

The  Whist-drive. — Mr.  Mitchell  said  that  the  police 
have  declared  the  whist-drive,  which  was  to  have  taken 
place  next  month,  cannot  legally  be  held  on  licensed 
premises.  Under  these  circumstances  the  whist-drive  is  to 
be  abandoned,  but  a  committee  is  to  consider  whether  a 
smoking-concert  should  be  held  in  its  place. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  West  Ham 
Town  Council  inquiring  if  any  progress  had  been  made  with 
the  early-closing  petition. 

Smoking-concert. — After  the  meeting  a  most  successful 
smoking-concert  was  held.    There  was  a  good  attendance  of 


members  and  friends,  and  a  splendid  programme  was  gone 
through.  The  items  of  the  programme  were  contributed  by 
the  following  :  Songs,  Messrs.  Ashley,  Hammond,  and 
Ward  ;  humorous  songs,  Messrs.  Barnes  and  Hender ;  recita- 
tion, Mr.  H.  Soper;  anecdotes,  Mr.  C.  Parker.  Mr.  Cassel- 
ton  attended  with  his  gramophone  ;  and  Mr.  Cole  gave  an  ex- 
hibition of  conjuring  tricks,  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed 
by  all  present.  At  the  conclusion  the  President  thanked  all 
the  members  and  friends  who  had  kindly  contributed  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  evening,  also  Mr.  Johnson  for  acting  as 
accompanist.  The  singing  of  the  National  Anthem  brought 
the  evening  to  a  close.  Mr.  Hender  sang  two  songs  of  his 
own  composition.  We  give  a  sample  verse  of  one,  entitled 
"An  Association  Chuckle,"  which  he  sang  to  the  tune  of 
"  Men  of  Harlech  "  : 

Chemists  of  a  mighty  nation, 
What  a  pleasing  occupation, 
Retailing  "Beecham's"  to  creation. 

O  philanthropists. 
When  pink  pill  profits  drive  you  crasy, 
Dry  those  tears  and  take  a  Daisy. 
Riches  make  one  fat  and  lazy, 

One  misfortune  missed : 
Chorus. 
Cheer  ye  then  each  other, 
Drink  with  one  another. 
Aqua  menthse  cum  nepenthe. 

Fiat  haustum,  O  most  learned  brother.. 
Soon  shall  a  chemist  know  no  care, 
For  in  each  museum  you'll  find  one  there, 
Thus  labelled  up,  exhibit  rare, 

An  English  Pharmacist. 

An  impromptu  encore  elicited  much  applause. 


Leicester  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Winn's  Cafe,- 
Leicester,  on  December  5,  Mr.  W.  Rowe,  President,  in  the 
chair.    There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Crofts,  Blockley, 
Marl  in,    Hind,    Hearnshaw,    Crookhall,   Ward,  Ireland, 
'L  hir'!-y,  Peberdy,  Squires,  and  Marfitt. 

Congratulations. — The  Secretary  read  letters  to  and 
from  Mr.  G.  J.  B.  Woolley,  on  his  appointment  as  a  J. P. 
for  Leicester.  The  letters  are  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 
Mr.  Ireland  was  elected  a  member. 

Medicine-stamp  Acts. — Mr.  Crofts  read  a  well-informed 
paper  on  this  subject.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he 
said  legal  decisions  and  departmental  regulations  had 
created  much  unrest,  until  now  it  is  most  desirable  that 
a  new  Act  or  some  definite  revision  be  brought  about.  He 
thought  Parliament  would  soon  be  inclined  to  deal  more 
with  home  matters,  and  that  pharmacy  would  possibly 
receive  more  consideration  in  the  early  years  of  the  future. 
The  question  for  pharmacists  now  is,  he  said,  Shall  we  wait 
to  see  what  offers,  or  shall  we  approach  Parliament, 
endeavouring  to  co-operate  with  the  Privy  Council  to  form 
a  Bill  satisfactory  alike  to  the  trade  and  the  State?  Mr. 
Crofts'  suggestions  were  : 

1.  A  new  Bill  giving  distinct  equalisation  of  percentage  of 
duty.  The  duty  should  be  uniform,  and  there  should  be 
compulsory  obliteration. 

2.  The  licence-duty  should  be  increased  to  1?.  for  each  shop, 
with  the  addition  of  5s.  for  each  assistant  employed  in  the 
sale  of  "patents."  A  tax  of  10/.  should  be  imposed  upon 
manufacturers  of  stamped  medicines  that  are  advertised  as 
being  sold  everywhere,  or  a  graduated  licence  charge,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  stamps  used,  or  upon  some  other  equit- 
able basis. 

3.  "Breaking  bulk"  should  be  forbidden. 

4.  Forbid  the  sale  of  preparations  containing  opium,  mor- 
phine, chloral,  chlorodyne,  and  such  like  poisons,  except  where 
the  name  of  the  poison  and  the  active  quantity  of  each  dose  is 
specified  on  labels  and  wrappers. 

5.  Establishment  of  the  fact  that  "  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  "  remedies  dhall  be  restricted  to  sale  by  qualified 
chemists  and  druggists. 

6.  Modification  of  the  clause  concerning  "  entire  drugs  "  to 
such  as  are  distinctly  revealed  on  labels,  wrappers,  etc.,  and 
sold  without  any  claim  to  special  virtues  and  efficacy. 

7.  Establishment  of  the  right  to  continued  use  of  such  old- 
fashioned  names  or  titles  as  cough-mixture,  antibilious  pills, 
etc.,  when  used  without  proprietary  claims  or  recommenda- 
tions of  any  kind,  to  chemists. 

8.  Amendment  of  the  clause  regarding  mineral-waters  and 
beverages,  bringing  in  as  liable  all  such  effervescing  prepara- 
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tions  as  are  advertised  and  sold  as  distinctly  medicinal  pre- 
parations, as  differing  fr>m  beverages  pure  and  simple. 

9.  All  articles  that  are  made  proprietary  under  coined 
names,  or  registered  trade-marks,  should  be  liable  to  duty ; 
and 

10.  Medicated  wines  should  be  included  under  a  specific 
schedule,  and  thus  free  qualified  chemists  from  the  trouble 
and  annoyance  of  having  to  apply  to  magistrates  for  a  wine- 
licence  to  enable  them  to  sell  such  wines. 

Discussion. — Mr.  Hearnshaw  thought  it  would  be 
unfair  to  impose  a  tax  for  assistants,  but  agreed  with  in- 
creasing the  licence-duty.  Mr.  Foreman  thought  Somerset 
House  should  analyse  goods  before  allowing  stamps  to  be 
affixed,  to  see  if  they  were  fit  to  be  recommended  for  the 
ailments  they  were  professed  to  be  for.  Messrs.  Thirlby  and 
Rowe  thought  that  an  increased  licence-duty  would  be  good, 
and  Mr.  Hind  suggested  a  tax  upon  bogus  names  attached 
to  proprietaries.  Mr.  Marfitt  thought  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  distinguish  between  large  manufacturers  and  such 
small  owners  of  proprietaries  as  the  average  retailer,  if 
manufacturers  were  to  be  taxed.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Crofts  was  unanimously  accorded. 


Olasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists' 
Trade  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Glasgow  on  December  7, 
Mr.  John  W.  Sutherland  presiding.    In  the  course  of 

A  Presidential  Address 
Mr.  Sutherland  referred  to  the  efforts  made  during  the 
past  year  to  get  signatures  to  the  price-list  of  proprietary 
articles,  and  the  arrangement  is  now  approaching  comple- 
tion, difficulties  with  some  of  the  members  having  been 
overcome.  There  is  an  improved  feeling  among  members 
of  the  trade  in  regard  to  this  and  other  matters  affecting 
their  general  interests.  He  proceeded  to  state  that  the 
committee  are  now  considering  a  proposal  for  bettering  the 
prices  of  certain  articles,  such  as  those  of  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  that  firm  and 
other  houses,  the  committee  hope  that  an  improved  scheme 
of  prices  will  be  arranged  to  some  extent  in  the  handling  of 
such  goods.  It  is  not,  he  said,  too  soon  to  do  so,  because 
in  many  cases  the  preparations  used  in  concentrated  form 
are  taking  away  a  very  large  amount  of  the  chemists'  legiti- 
mate trade,  and  it  behoves  chemists  to  see  if  something 
could  not  be  done  to  put  a  stop  to  such  inroads  upon  the 
turnover  in  their  business. 

The  committee  had  had  under  consideration  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  Association  should  not  submit  to  medical 
men  in  Glasgow  a  formulary  such  as  was  introduced  by  the 
Bournemouth  Association  last  year,  and  they  hoped  at  an 
•early  date  to  be  able  to  submit  such  a  list.  The  Committee 
had  also  had  before  them  the  political  situation,  and,  with 
"the  consent  of  the  meeting,  a  small  committee  would  be 
appointed  to  watch  over  chemists'  interests  in  that  direction 
and  be  prepared  to  act  when  the  opportunity  came. 

Mr.  Sutherland  next  referred  to  co-operative  societies  as 
competitors,  saying  that  by  the  assistance  of  other  Associa- 
tions they  might  be  able  to  hamper  these  opponents,  not  so 
much  by  pleading  their  own  claims  as  by  representing  the 
danger  to  the  public.  They  could  not  complain  of  men 
combining  to  start  business,  but  they  did  complain  that  they 
were  handling  drugs  which  should  only  be  handled  by  men 
who  knew  what  they  were  composed  of,  and  could  safeguard 
the  interests  of  the  public.  He  also  touched  upon  early 
closing,  and  finally  referred  to  the  proposal  to  amalgamate 
the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion and  this  Association.  They  would  require  to  con- 
sider very  carefully  the  situation  in  all  its  bearings,  as  so 
many  inroads  had  been  made  upon  them  in  recent  years  that 
it  took  them  all  their  time  to  get  a  der.ent  or  reasonable 
return  out  of  the  money  invested  in  their  businesses.  They 
had  also  to  contend  with  people  who  were  anxious  to  trip 
them  up,  and  altogether  the  lot  of  the  chemist  is  not  such 
a  happy  one  as  many  people  imagine. 

Reports. — Mr.  Hart,  Hon.  Secretary,  in  submitting  the 
annual  reports,  said  there  had  been  good  attendances  at  all 
the  committee-meetings.  He  had  written  to  a  large  number 
of  manufacturers  in  the  interests  of  trade-protection.  The 
price-list  that  had  been  drawn  up  had  involved  a  great  deal 
more  work  than  was  evident  on  the  face  of  it.    The  state  of 


their  finances  was  not  satisfactory,  and  they  w-ould  have 
to  look  to  the  whole  of  the  trade  for  a  small  and  regular 
subscription.  On  this  point  the  Chairman  said  the  reserve 
fund  is  gradually  dwindling  away.  They  would  require  to 
have  it  restored,  if  not  augmented.  He  intended  to  pro- 
pose that  they  appoint  a  treasurer  distinct  from  the  secretary 
to  look  after  the  subscriptions.  The  reports  were  adopted, 
and  Mr.  Hart  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  services. 

Election  of  Office-bearers. — The  President  stated  that 
he  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dunlop,  saying  that  he  could  no 
longer  give  his  services  to  the  Association.  No  man,  Mr. 
Sutherland  said,  had  done  more  than  Mr.  Dunlop  fcr  the 
Association,  and  he  moved  that  they  minute  their  high 
appreciation  of  his  services.  This  was  agreed  to.  Office- 
bearers were  then  elected  as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Sutherland;  Vice-President,  Mr.  Moir;  Secretary,  Mr. 
Hart;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Kitchin ;  Committee,  Messrs. 
Currie,  J.  Cock-burn,  J.  P.  Gilmour,  Guthrie,  Mackie. 
C.  T.  Cockburn,  Murchie,  Russell,  and  Fraser.  It  was 
resolved  to  discontinue  the  June  meeting. 

Amalgamation  with  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
The  Association  afterwards  sat  in  private  and  received  a 
deputation  from  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Phar- 
maceutical Association  in  support  of  a  proposal  to  amal- 
gamate the  two  Associations.  Mr.  Currie  was  one  of  the 
deputies  from  the  other  society,  and  he  made  a  lengthy 
statement  on  the  subject.  Thereafter  it  w^as  remitted  to  a 
committee  to  report. 


Cbemtcal  Society. 

A MEETING  wevs  held  at  Burlington  House,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  on  Thursday  evening,  December  7.  Pro- 
fessor R.  Meldola,  F.R.S.,  presiding.  There  was  a  large 
number  of  papers  down  for  reading.    The  first  was  on 

Silver  Nitrite, 
and  was  read,  on  behalf  of  its  author,  Professor  P.  C.  Ray. 
D.Sc,  by  Dr.  Edward  Divers.  It  afforded  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  view  that  this  salt  exists  in  two  forms — one  a 
mealy  crystalline  powder,  the  other  well-defined  acicular 
crystals.  The  first  on  heating  decomposes  into  silver,  nitric- 
oxide,  and  oxygen ;  and  the  second  into  silver  and  nitrogen 
peroxide.  Dr.  Divers  followed  with  a  little  paper  of  his 
own,  in  which  he  gave  reasons  for  his  acceptance  of  Dr. 
Ray's  view  as  to  the  decomposition  of  silver  nitrite  when 
heated  into  silver,  nitric  oxide,  and  oxygen,  and  for  his 
non-acceptance  of  Dr.  Ray's  assertion  that  he  had  obtained 
silver  nitrite  in  two  distinct  forms. 

A  New  Method  of  Smuggling  Saccharin 
was  the  sub-title  with  which  Dr.  Chattaway  facetiously  in- 
troduced his  "contribution  to  the  chemistry"  of  that  sub- 
stance. He  finds  that  when  "soluble  saccharin"  is 
dissolved  in  water  and  chlorine  is  passed  through  the  solu- 
tion a  colourless  chloro-derivative  is  precipitated,  which 
looks  and  tastes  like  bleaching-powder.  This  substance, 
when  dissolved  in  water,  is  very  slowly  hydrolysed,  yielding- 
saccharin,  but  the  change  is  more  readily  brought  about  by 
alkalies.  Dr.  Chattaway  seemed  to  think  that  this  chloro- 
derivative  could  be  imported  as  bleaching-powder  and  re- 
converted into  saccharin  in  this  country,  and  so  he  has 
warned  the  authorities  at  Somerset  House  about  the  dis- 
covery of  the  new  substance. 

Pyrogenetic  Decomposition  of  o-hydroxy  Acids 
was  the  title  of  the  next  paper — read  by  Dr.  Le  Sueur.  It 
was  a  continuation  and  extension  of  this  author's  work  on 
a -hydroxy-stearic  acid,  and  dealt  especially  with  the  pro- 
ducts obtained  when  hydroxy  acids  of  this  type  prepared 
from  the  C14  to  C18  fatty  acids  are  heated.  The  principal 
product  in  each  case  is  the  corresponding  aldehyde,  and  the 
properties  of  these  aldehydes  were  briefly  indicated. 

The  last  paper,  which  recounted  the  reactions  between 
Z-methyl-carbimide  and  alcohols,  was  read  by  Dr.  Pickard. 

A  ballot  for  the  election  of  Fellows  was  held,  and 
among  those  elected  were  :  F.  Tutin  and  M.  Barrowcliff,  of 
the  Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Laboratories;  M.  B.  Jack, 
wholesale  druggist;  E.  T.  Jones,  B.Sc,  Assistant  Lecturer 
at  "The  Square";  H.  Martin,  of  Messrs.  Svmes  &  Co., 
Liverpool ;  and  J.  B.  Tillot,  Ph.C. 
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©bservattone  ant)  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Portrait  of  Mr.  Justice  Wills, 

published  last  week,  though 
it  is,  I  believe,  an  excellent  likeness,  recalls  but  faintly  to  my 
mind  the  Q.C.  who  twenty- five  years  ago  left  such  an 
enduring  mark  of  his  forensic  talent  on  our  Pharmacy  Act. 
The  judge  looks  placid,  patient,  tolerant;  the  counsel  dis- 
played those  qualities,  but  he  hardly  looked  them.  Perhaps 
those  of  us  who  listened  with  something  like  resentment  to 
his  searching  analysis  of  the  unfortunate  statute  carried 
away  a  prejudiced  impression ;  but  Mr.  Wills's  face  comes 
to  my  memory  as  a  keenly  intellectual  one,  but  unsympa- 
thetic, one  which  would  have  hardly  relaxed  into  a  smile, 
even  had  he  been  pleading  before  Justice  Darling.  The 
pharmaceutical  people  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Court,  where 
the  famous  trial  began,  were  inclined  to  be  sorry  for  him ; 
such  an  apparently  hopeless  task  had  been  imposed  upon 
him.    The  County  Court  Judge  had  decided  against  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  on  the  ground  that  the  poison  had 
been  sold  by  a  qualified  chemist  who  was  also  a  shareholder 
in  the  defendant  company,  and  everybody  supposed  that 
was  to  be  the  issue  contested.    The  Lord  Chief  Justice  on 
the  Bench  and  Sir  John  Holker,  the  then  Attorney-General, 
who  led  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  were  quite  enjoying 
themselves  in  the  anticipation  of  the  demolition  of  that  silly 
old  redoubt  which  they  fondly  fancied  was  the  key  of  the 
citadel,  when  Mr.  Wills  quietly  remarked  :  "  I  confess  I  do 
not  see  my  way  to  support  the  view  taken  by  the  County 
Court  Judge.    In  my  opinion  it  makes  no  difference  whether 
the  company  employed  qualified  assistants  or  not.    Still,  if 
your  Lordship  thinks  differently,  so  much  the  better  for  me." 
The  pharmaceutical  people  in  court  looked  at  each  other  in 
amazement,  even  as  Cromwell  and  his  officers  looked  at  each 
other  at  Dunbar,  when  they  saw  the  enemy  abandoning  what 
was  then  assumed  to  be  his  strong  position.    "  The  Lord 
hath  delivered  them  into  our  hands,"  said  Oliver,  and  the 
pharmaceutical  people  would  have  said  the  same  if  they  had 
been  as  capable  of  Scripturally  expressing  themselves.  Then 
when  this  rash  advocate  revealed  his  contention  that  com- 
panies were 
A  Casus  Omissus 

when  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  framed,  we 
all  felt  still  more  sorry  for  him.  It  is  true  that,  as  stated 
last  week,  in  a  previous  case  against  the  same  defendants, 
Mr.  Saunders  had  submitted  a  similar  argument,  but  he  had 
raised  it  in  a  17th  section  prosecution  in  which  it  certainly 
did  not  apply,  the  Magistrate  had  disregarded  it,  and  nobody 
had  taken  any  notice  of  it.  Possibly  it  had  given  a  clue  to 
Mr.  Wills,  but,  if  so,  he  had  studied  it  carefully  and  dis- 
covered just  how  far  it  would  go.  Sir  John  Holker  was  a 
sound,  but  not  a  particularly  quick,  advocate,  and  it  took 
him  some  little  time  to  adapt  his  singing  to  the  new  tune. 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  impetuous  and  seemed  to  leap 
to  a  decision  against  this  unexpected  argument  at  once.  The 
pharmaceutical  people  in  court,  as  I  have  already  said,  were 
chirpy.  But  before  the  day  was  over  all  began  to  feel  un- 
comfortable. Mr.  Wills  was  courteous,  but  remorseless.  It 
might  be  a  pity  that  the  law  did  not  touch  companies,  but 
it  was  not  for  the  Court  to  legislate.  If  this  company  came 
within  the  section,  so  did  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 
Bench  and  Bar  were  shocked  at  this  iconoclastic  suggestion. 
"  But  they  are  all  qualified,"  exclaimed  the  Attorney- 
General,  showing  that  he  had  not  even  then  apprehended 
Mr.  Wills's  argument.  "  I  know  they  are,"  was  the  reply; 
"  but  the  Society  is  not."    It  is  not  necessary  to  continue  the 


story  of  the  action.  This  is  but  a  personal  reminiscence  of 
Mr.  ex- Justice  Wills's  first  appearance  before  a  pharmaceu- 
tical audience.  He  won  much  legal  reputation  by  his  'con- 
duct of  the  defence  on  that  occasion,  and  he  ought  to  have 
remained  on  the  Bench  long  enough  to  repair  as  far  as  he 
could  the  mischief  he  then  wrought. 

Trade  was  Bad, 

the  weather  was  damp  and  foggy,  and  then 
the  postman  brought  me  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  I 
always  rely  on  that  event  to  cheer  me.  But  last  week  my 
favourite  journal  conspired  with  trade  and  the  weather. 
With  tantalising  equanimity  it  told  me  of  the  fall  of  the- 
Government,  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Justice  Wills  from, 
the  Bench,  and  of  Mr.  Flux  from  the  legal  guidance  of  the- 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  I  noted  that  the  conundrumists- 
had  failed,  that  Mr.  Burke's  radiobes  had  lost  their  vital, 
lustre,  that  companies  were  soon  to  take  charge  of  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  and  that  Port  Said  was  drearier  than  I  had; 
believed  it  to  be,  for  "there  is  no  English  chemist  there." 
It  was  a  little  consolation  to  learn  that  bismuth  salts  were- 
cheaper,  but  then  came  the  final  blow,  considerately  reserved 
for  the  last  page.  There  we  were  told,  on  ths  authority  of 
Dr.  G.  H.  Bailey,  Chairman  of  the  Manchester  Section  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  that  experiments  had1 
proved  that  the  smell  of  pure  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is 
sweet.  "  There  was  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  in  favour 
of  this  view."  I  know  that  atoms  have  gone,  Nero  the 
monster  has  gone,  William  Tell  has  gone,  Alfred  and  the- 
cakes,  I  think,  have  gone.  But  I  thought  the  odour  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  was  solid  fact  if  anything  was.  Is- 
there  anything  left  to  trust  to  ? 

The  Science  of  Medicine 

has  probably  made  a  greater  advance 
during  the  past  twenty-five  years  than  in  the  previous 
twenty-five  centuries.  The  science  of  medicine  ;  not  neces- 
sarily the  art  of  healing,  and  not  by  any  means  the  art  of 
surgery.  From  the  Chaldean  astrologers  down  to  Mrs.  Eddy 
the°problems  of  disease  and  its  treatment  have  vexed  man- 
kind. Most  of  the  doctrines  taught  in  the  past  have  been 
more  attractive  than  the  actual  deductions  from  modern 
research ;  it  is  pleasanter  to  believe  in  the  influences  of  the 
planets  than  in  the  tumult  inside  us  of  swarms  of  microbes ; 
but  unfortunately  one  theory  is  based  on  mere  fancy,  the 
other  on  undeniable  facts.  It  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  in 
bacteriology  lies  the  future  of  pathology.  What  may  be 
the  development  of  clinical  treatment  cannot  be  foretold, 
but  assuredly  pharmacy  will  be  vastly  modified.  The  one- 
time collector  of  simples  developed  into  the  compounder  of 
drugs.  Imbued  with  the  true  spirit  of  progress  he  last 
century  travelled  outside  his  bounds  and  provided  physicians 
with  the  active  principles  of  the  drugs  they  used.  Then  he 
went  further,  and  constructed  new  combinations  of  atoms 
into  substances  with  special  powers.  This  was  the  triumph 
of  pharmacy.  But  latterly  medical  investigators  themselves 
took  up  the  inquiry,  and  germs,  bacilli,  toxins,  antitoxins, 
serums,  leucocytes,  and  phagocytes  have  become  essential 
factors  in  the  pathological  armoury. 

The  Accomplished  Pharmacist 

must  study  these  new  develop- 
ments if  he  is  to  retain  his  relative  position  in  regard  to  the 
physician.  He  may  have  to  become  an  expert  in  the  detec- 
tion and  culture  of  the  disease  producing  bacilli  or  in  their 
antitoxins.  A  re-modelling  of  the  Major  examination  so  as 
to  give  it  the  character  hinted  at  in  Mr.  Carteighe's  speech 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  at  the  last  meeting  of  that 
body  would  go  a  long  way  towards  restoring  the  prestige  of 
the  title  "  pharmaceutical  chemist,"  though  it  might  not  in- 
crease the  numbers  of  those  who  seek  it.  It  would  give  a 
definite  meaning  to  the  description.  The  Act  specifies  that 
"  the  theory  or  practice  of  medicine,  surgery,  or  midwifery  " 
may  not  be  included  among  the  subjects  of  either  of  these 
examinations,  and  it  has  been  asked  whether  bacteriology 
crosses  the  line.  Surely  no  more  than  does  materia  medica, 
which  likewise  furnishes  the  weapons  which  can  only  be 
used  skilfully  when  in  the  hands  of  a  trained  practitioner. 
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EiMtonat  Comments. 

Pharmacy  Legislation. 

It  is  natural  to  speculate  upon  the  change  in  the  prospects 
of  amending  pharmacy  law  now  that  a  new  Government  has 
come  into  power.  It  contains  at  least  one  Cabinet  Minister 
who  backed  the  Pharmacy  Bill — viz.,  Mr.  John  Burns,  who 
on  one  occasion  in  the  House  of  Commons  expressed  himself 
strongly  against  any  attempt  to  weaken  the  law  dealing  with 
the  sale  of  poisons,  and  whose  name  appeared  first  among 
the  backers  of  the  1903  Pharmacy  Bill.  Although  it  did 
not  occur  on  the  subsequent  measures  this  was  not,  we 
understand,  owing  to  lack  of  sympathy  with  the  proposals, 
and  we  may  reckon  that  in  his  capacity  as  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  Mr.  Burns  will  not  be  unfriendly 
to  the  interests  of  registered  chemists  both  in  respect  to 
trading  and  appointments  for  which  the  Pharmacy  Act 
qualification  is  desirable.  Besides  Mr.  Burns,  there  is  now 
in  the  Cabinet  a  Lord  Chancellor  who  is  as  familiar  with 
the  anomaly  of  company  pharmacy  as  was  Lord  Halsbury — 
the  only  member  of  the  late  Government  who  attempted, 
on  his  own  initiative,  to  remedy  the  casus  omissus  discovered 
by  Mr.  Justice  Wills  when  he  was  a  barrister.  Sir  Robert 
Reid  has,  however,  the  peculiar  advantage  of  having  looked 
at  the  matter  as  an  independent  legal  observer,  and  we 
believe  that  he  took  pains  to  look  into  the  case  as  presented 
by  those  who  have  qualified  as  the  law  requires,  the  result 
being  that  he  considered  the  present  system  of  company- 
trading  in  pharmacy  to  be  "perfectly  absurd."  That 
opinion  does  not  bind  the  new  Lord  Chancellor  to  any  course 
of  action  in  the  matter,  and  we  mention  it  as  indicating  that 
registered  chemists  lose  nothing  by  changing  a  Lord  Chan- 
cellor who  has  tried  to  do  something,  for  another  who  may 
be  as  willing  if  he  is  approached  in  a  proper  manner.  This 
is  a  matter  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  alone  may  do  ; 
they  are  the  custodians  of  the  law  which  has  been  so  fright- 
fully abused  by  the  casus  omissus,  and  if  they  approach 
either  or  both  the  Ministers  named  we  trust  that  all  the 
imperfections  of  the  law  will  be  presented. 


Powdered  Drugs. 

History  repeats  itself  frequently  in  the  drug-trade.  Thus 
a  hundred  years  ago  some  wholesale  druggists  in  London 
were  in  open  rebellion  against  the  systematic  manner  in 
which  outside  grinders  sophisticated  the  drugs  sent  to  them 
by  wholesalers  to  reduce  to  powder.  This  bad  practice  in 
the  long  run  squeezed  out  dishonest  drug-grinders  because 
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wholesalers  put  in  their  own  grinding-plant,  so  as  to  be 
absolutely  sure  of  the  purity  of  their  powders.  For  genera- 
tions there  has  not  been  in  this  country  anything  in  the 
nature  of  systematic  sophistication  of  drugs  by  grinders, 
but  it  is  notorious  that  of  recent  years  there  has  been  an 
increasing  influx  of  sophisticated  powders  on  the  market. 
The  prosecutions  in  respect  to  gentian  and  liquorice 
powders  are  cases  in  point,  and  the  evidence  showed  that  the 
dishonesty  lies  with  grinders  in  the  South  of  France,  who 
utilise  the  olive-stone  rejections  of  the  oil-mills  for  their 
nefarious  purpose.  A  fresh  example  of  foreign  drug-grind- 
ing was  given  by  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  evening  meeting  this  week.  In  the  paper  by  him 
and  Mr.  C.  J.  Bennett,  the  characters  of  the  oil  of  Juniperus 
phcenicea  were  described,  and  it  was  shown  that  the  reason 
for  the  comparative  inactivity  of  the  oil  from  this  drug,  as 
compared  with  that  of  Juniperus  Sabina,  is  due  to  a  smaller 
proportion  of  savinol.  Now  it  happens  that  the  reputation 
of  powdered  savin  in  veterinary  medicine  has  fallen  con- 
siderably during  recent  years,  especially  in  France,  and  this 
is  obviously  due  to  the  fact  that  </.  phcenicea  is  ground  up 
and  sold  as  savin.  Mr.  Umney  naturally  connected  this 
with  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  cases  in  respect  to 
sophisticated  powders,  and  his  recommendation  that  pow- 
dered drugs  should  be  bought  from  those  only  who  are  in 
a  position  to  guarantee  their  purity,  first  by  direct  purchase 
and  examination  before  grinding,  and  second  by  grinding 
them  themselves,  is  a  point  which  retailers  may  ensure.  In 
prosecutions  respecting  olive-stone  adulteration  it  may  have 
been  observed  that  wholesalers  who  had  purchased  the 
powders  abroad  confessed  to  having  been  victimised.  There  is 
little  excuse  for  this  as  regards  powdered  gentian,  consider- 
ing the  warning  that  was  published  in  the  C.  <£•  D.  as  long  ago 
as  March  5, 1904.  Samples  have  recently  been  brought  under 
our  notice  of  powdered  gentian  exhibiting  quite  extra- 
ordinary properties.  The  deficiency  in  extractive  was  most 
marked.  For  instance,  a  sample  of  genuine  powdered 
gentian  yielded  to  45-per-cent.  alcohol  32  per  cent,  of 
extractive,  and  one  mixed  with  ground  olive-stones  only 
22  per  cent.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  one  recol- 
lects that  olive-stones  yield  only  about  5  per  cent,  of 
extractive  to  the  same  solvent.  Recent  samples  of  pow- 
dered gentian  yielded  from  8  to  9  per  cent,  of  ash,  instead 
of  about  4  per  cent.,  and  in  some  instances  the  strongest 
indication  of  tannin.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  ash 
yield  is  frequently  right  although  olive-stone  is  unquestion- 
ably present,  because  a  balance  may  be  struck  with  powdered 
pinewood.  Microscopic  examination  is  essential  (C.  <£■  D., 
1904, 1.  4C4) .  Another  powder  which  has  been  brought  under 
our  notice  recently  is  powdered  slippery-elm  bark,  which 
was  offered  at  a  price  slightly  below  the  bark  itself.  On 
examination  it  was  found  to  contain  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  maize-starch.  The  simplest  way  for  the  retailer 
to  ensure  purity  in  such  cases  is  to  buy  with  a  guarantee 
from  the  wholesaler  of  "own  grinding  from  the  genuine 
drug,"  and  it  is  better  to  pay  a  few  pence  more  per  lb.  for 
such  a  guarantee  than  a  51.  fine  and  costs,  with  concomitant 
exposure  in  the  public  Press. 


Professional  Chemistry. 

The  last-issued  "Proceedings"  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry,  whose  annual  dinner  was  held  on  Monday, 
throws  sidelights  upon  the  evolution  of  the  profession 
of  chemistry.  We  do  not  say  that  it  is  not  a  profession, 
but  it  has  not  yet  been  ranked  as  one  of  the  pro- 
fessions— divinity,  law  and  medicine,  an  archaic  grouping 
which  deserves  reform.    Chemistry  was  a  nebulous  occupa- 


tion until  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1843  obtained  its 
charter  for,  inter  alia,  "advancing  chemistry,"  and  some 
hold  the  opinion  that  the  powers  of  this  charter  might  with 
some  enterprise  have  been  made  to  include  the  control  of 
analytical  chemistry.  This  is  probable;  but  by  accepting 
the  administration  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  and  the 
control  of  the  retail  drug  trade,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  differentiated  from  professional  chemistry.  That  was 
recognised  by  many  of  its  leaders,  especially  by  Mr.  Michael 
Carteighe,  who  in  1877  assisted  in  founding  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry,  a  body  which  obtained  a  charter  in  1885. 
Since  the  latter  year  the  Institute  has  consistently  en- 
deavoured to  evolve  from  the  mass  of  "chemists"  practis- 
ing as  such  for  fees,  a  body  of  men  well  qualified  for  their 
duties,  and  to  secure  that  all  who  might  thenceforth  come 
into  the  calling  should  be  well  educated  and  prove  their 
fitness  by  examination.  The  result  is  that  the  Institute's 
qualification  is  now  recognised  throughout  the  British 
Empire  as  the  approved  standard  of  competency  for  a  pro- 
fessional chemist.  But  the  Council  of  the  Institute  is  not 
content  with  this  measure  of  success,  and  is  constantly 
vigilant  to  see  that  none  of  its  Fellows  is  guilty  of  what  is 
elsewhere  called  "infamous  conduct  in  a  professional 
respect,"  as  by  cutting  prices  or  flagrant  advertising ;  and 
incursions  into  their  rights  are  also  watched  and  checked. 
In  other  words,  the  Institute  is  building  up  a  recognised" 
profession  and  fencing  it  round.  The  "Proceedings"  re- 
ferred to  gives  examples.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the 
defendant  in  a  cod-liver  oil  action  upset  the  prosecution  by 
producing  a  certificate  from  the  National  Physical  Labora- 
tory testifying  the  genuineness  of  the  oil.  Fully  five  pages 
of  the  "Proceedings"  are  devoted  to  this.  There  have 
been  interviews  with  Lord  Eayleigh,  chairman  of  the 
Laboratory  Executive  Committee,  exchange  of  letters,  and 
so  on ;  but  the  Institute  has  not  received  a  definite  promise 
from  the  Laboratory  that  chemical  analyses  will  not  be 
done,  and  a  strong  protest  is  made  against  the  State-aided 
Laboratory  doing  work  which  is  adequately  provided  for  in 
the  ordinary  way  of  business.  Similarly,  the  Council  has 
protested  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  against  technical  and 
agricultural  colleges  which  receive  State  aid  performing 
milk  and  fertiliser  analyses  for  farmers  at  trifling  fees, 
thus  taking  away  work  from  analytical  chemists  who  make 
their  living  by  it.  The  Institute  representatives  got  little 
sympathy  from  the  Board ;  and  perhaps  this  is  not  surpris- 
ing, for  there  is  hardly  a  calling  which  has  not  to  compete 
with  State-aided  work.  Even  we  meet  with  it  in  the 
journalistic  sphere,  and,  like  most  other  traders,  have  to 
fight  it  without  recourse  to  deputations  et  cetera.  Never- 
theless, the  Institute  of  Chemistry  deserves  well  of  its 
Fellows;  and  there  is  much  in  the  "Proceedings,"  besides 
the  comparative  failures  referred  to,  which  shows  that  the 
differentiation  of  the  professional  part  of  chemistry  from 
the  commercial  part  is  almost  complete.  The  next  stage, 
probably  in  the  distant  future,  may  be  an  attempt  to  pre- 
vent the  latter  from  engaging  in  the  professional  pursuit. 
This  should  not  happen  if  the  older  body  on  the  western 
side  of  Bloomsbury  Square  keeps  its  eye  and  its  hand  on 
the  younger  body  whose  residence  is  on  the  eastern  side. 


British  Trade. 

The  phenomenal  increase  in  British  external  trade  during 
each  month  of  this  year  was  well  maintained  in  November, 
usually  the  dullest  month  of  the  twelve.  Imports  were 
valued  at  53,146,934/.,  a  gain  of  2,476,088/.  or  4.8  per  cent., 
and  exports  were  29,608,149/.,  a  gain  of  3,494.861/.  or 
13  per  cent.    Raw  materials  are  responsible  for  an  increase 
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of  1,864,000?.  in  imports,  while  food,  drink,  and  tobacco 
imports  are  857,000?.  less,  of  which  510,000?.  represents 
smaller  grain  purchases.  Foreign  articles  wholly  or  mainly 
manufactured  went  up  by  1,440,000?.,  including  an  increase 
of  41,490?.  in  chemicals.  On  the  export  side,  food,  drink, 
and  tobacco  show  an  increase  of  362,150?.,  but  the  most 
satisfactory  item  is  an  advance  of  3,143,000?.  in  manufac- 
tured goods,  phis  signs  appearing  to  every  article  except 
"new  ships."  Chemicals  were  better  by  137,320?.,  the 
November  exports  being  1,262,811?.  An  unsatisfactory 
item  is  a  decrease  of  73,000?.  in  the  shipments  of  raw 
materials,  chiefly  due  to  a  fall  in  the  price  of  coal,  although 
a  larger  quantity  was  exported.  For  the  eleven  months 
January  to  November  imports  now  stand  at  a  grand  total 
512,173,646?.,  being  13,649,949?.  more  than  last  year,  and 
exports  have  risen  to  301,371,273?.,  an  increase  of 
28,625,510?.  over  1904  and  35,093,485?.  over  1903.  Re- 
exports for  the  eleven  months  now  stand  at  70,705,000?., 
an  increase  of  6,800,000?.  The  much  improved  condition  of 
business  in  the  chemical  trade  is  reflected  in  both  increased 
imports  and  exports  during  the  eleven  months.  The 
figures  are  : 

JB  £ 

Imports    8,831,080  +334,077 

Bxparts    13.403,269  +899,987 

Re-exports    ...       ...    1,353,499  +29,258 


23,587,848 


1,263,322 


Soda  compounds  are  now  the  most  important  item  among 
our  imports  of  chemicals,  the  figures  reaching  331,375  cwt. 
(104,738?.,  or  6s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.).  Much  of  these  imports 
consists  of  cheap  soda  crystals  from  the  Continent,  the  trade 
in  which  shows  no  sign  of  diminishing.  Rather  less  bleach- 
ing-powder  has  been  "  dumped  "  with  us  this  year,  imports 
being  212,588  cwt.,  valued  at  55,290?.,  or  5s.  2d.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.;  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  the  German 
home  consumption  has  increased.  Borax  compounds  and 
saltpetre  have  also  diminished,  but  every  other  item  in  this 
section  has  improved.  The  figures  include  73,035  cwt. 
glycerin,  88,215  cwt.  sulphuric  acid  (only  34,485  cwt.  last 
year),  33,592  cwt.  tartaric  acid,  and  61,647  cwt.  cream  of 
tartar,  the  value  of  unenumerated  chemicals  being  over 
1,760,000?.  Quinine  and  quinine  salts  have  fallen  from 
1,010,530  oz.  to  669,782  oz.,  valued  at  30,870?.,  or  lid. 
per  oz.,  but  unenumerated  chemicals  have  advanced  from 
876,171?.  to  1,057,293?.  In  exports  of  similar  goods  we 
note  that  the  United  States  has  been  a  better  customer  for 
bleaching-powder,  the  purchases  having  amounted  to 
632,880  cwt.,  out  of  a  total  of  849,094  cwt.  Soda  com- 
pounds, too,  have  been  in  increased  request,  exports  being 
4,348,991  cwt.,  against  4,130,396  cwt.  Caustic  soda  and 
soda  ash  have  been  more  freely  shipped,  but  both  saltcake 
and  soda  crystals  have  declined.  Sulphuric  acid  has  fallen 
from  109,439  cwt.  to  78,801  cwt.,  but  unenumerated 
chemicals  have  gone  up  to  2,266,715?.,  and  unenumerated 
drugs  and  medicines  to  1,308,566?.  The  exporters  of  Eng- 
lish-made sulphate  of  copper  have  not  done  so  well  this 
year  as  last,  probably  owing  to  a  lessened  consumption  on 
the  Continent  rather  than  to  American  competition. 
Among  miscellaneous  products  our  imports  of  quicksilver 
amount  to  2,549,586  lbs.  (33,994  bottles),  against  2,475,206 
lbs.  (33,001  bottles)  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year.  The  ex-ports,  however,  are  less  by  355,861  lbs.,  only 
1,512,438  lbs.  (20,165  bottles)  having  been  sold,  against 
1,868,299  lbs.  (24,909  bottles)  in  1904.  The  average  value 
per  bottle  now  stands  at  7?.  2s.  6d.,  the  lowest  recorded 
for  at  least  the  past  four  years.  Gum  arabic  and  shellac 
both  show  increased  exports,  especially  the  latter,  which, 
including  lacdye,  seed,  and  sticklac,  amounts  to  84,164  cwt., 
or  26,353  cwt.  more.    Steady  values  have  no  doubt  im- 


proved the  world's  consumption.    The  imports  have  shrunk 
by  40,600  cwt.,  and  as  showing  how  the  values  have  sensibly 
declined,  this  decrease  represents  539,146?.    Although  the 
high  price  of  "turps"  has  created  a  record  this  year, 
imports  have  not  fallen  away  as  might  have  been  expected  ? 
they  now  amount  to  491,000  cwt.,  the  value  of  which  is 
1,025,753?.,  thus  eclipsing  all  previous  figures.    Our  soap- 
industry  continues  to  remain  in  a  healthy  condition,  the 
weight  of  exports  showing  an  advance  to  1,141,280  cwt. 
and  the  values  to  1,191,614?.,  of  which  practically  one- 
million  is  household  soap  and  230,900?.  toilet  soap.    It  may 
fairly  be  anticipated  that  the  current  month  will  sustain 
the  year's  record,  for  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  political 
changes  will  not  disturb  the  country's  prosperity.  Our 
Board  of  Trade  is  well  known  to  be  a  somewhat  complex, 
organism,  whose  movements  are  slow.    In  the  returns  now 
before  us  items  which  are  almost  archaic  are  classified 
alongside  more  modern  descriptions.    Mr.  Mallock,  in  the 
current  month's  "Nineteenth  Century,"  does  good  service 
in  his  analysis  of  the  "Annual  Statistical  Statement"  by 
calling  attention  to  the  inconsistencies  which  characterise 
the  returns,   and  which  enable  both  free  traders  and 
protectionists  to  prove  their  cases.    Probably  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George  may  apply  his  reforming  eye  to  the  matter,  but  we 
hope  he  will  not  forget  that  all  that  the  officials  under  him 
have  to  do  is  to  collate  information  given  by  manufacturers 
and  merchants.     Many   of   these   are  not  particularly 
desirous  of  giving  away  details  of  their  business  which  can 
easily  be  picked  out  by  competitors  at  home  and  abroad,  if 
not  by  the  public  generally.     Any  remodelling  of  the 
returns,  while  making  uniform  the  contrast  between  the  ex- 
ports and  imports,  so  far  as  manufactured  goods  are  con- 
cerned, should  not  increase  the  clerical  burden  of  the  traders 
who  have  to  supply  the  data. 


Pauperism  and  Adulteration. 

The  administration  of  the  Poor-law  and  the  revelations  of 
a  year's  working  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  possess- 
a  certain  interest  for  the  drug-trade.  The  huge  compilation 
devoted  to  an  account  of  these  matters,  issued  annually  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  is  an  array  of  dry-as-dust 
statistics  and  plain  matter-of-fact  statements  that  betray  no- 
human  element,  but  leave  much  to  the  imagination.  The 
report  of  the  Butler  Commission  was  a  daring  departure 
from  orthodoxy  in  Blue-books,  and  induced  a  momentary 
gleam  of  hope  for  a  brighter  style  in  Government  literature.. 
But  the  spark  of  human  passion  and  the  graces  of  a  literary- 
style  are  nowhere  evident  in  the  thirty- fourth  annual  report 
of  the  L.G.B.  (1904-5),  to  which  we  referred  briefly  two- 
weeks  ago.  The  grim  tables  ©f  figures  show  us  that, 
although  the  ratio  of  pauperism  in  England  and  Wales  has 
decreased  generally  during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  it 
has  been  gradually  increasing  in  London,  especially  within 
the  past  four  years.  This  is  interesting  in  view  of  the 
present  unemployment  crisis,  and  shows  that  those  who  are 
inclined  to  assert  that  there  is  no  more  pauperism  in  the 
metropolis  than  there  ever  has  been  are  wrong.  The  trouble 
is  that  people  of  all  classes  gravitate  to  London,  where  the 
conditions  of  existence  for  the  poor  are  worse  than  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  In  the  year  under  review  the  amount 
paid  to  metropolitan  Poor-law  officers  and  the  cost  of  drugs 
and  medical  appliances  in  the  metropolis  amounted  to 
55,506?.  lis.  8c?.  This  is  only  a  small  portion  of  the  gross 
cost  of  relief  in  London  during  1904,  which  was  3,751,980?., 
or  16s.  Z^d.  per  capita  on  the  estimated  population.  The 
current  expenditure  of  the  M.A.B.  is  decreasing  annually, 
as  the  amounts  paid  for  medicine  and  medical  and  surgical 
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appliances  show.  These  were  10,989/.  for  1902,  7,899/.  for 
1903,  and  7,508/.  for  1904. 

The  tale  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is  of  greater 
general  interest  to  the  majority  of  pharmacists.  The  total 
number  of  samples  analysed  in  1904  was  84,678,  an  increase 
of  6,601  over  the  previous  year.  In  London  one  sample  was 
analysed  for  every  213  persons,  and  in  the  provinces  one 
for  every  442  of  the  population.  This  proportion  is  ap- 
parently still  too  low  to  please  the  Board,  for  a  paragraph 
states  : 

We  have  from  time  to  time  communicated  with  the  local 
authorities  of  the  districts  in  which  the  number  of  samples 
submitted  for  analysis  was  unduly  low,  and  urged  them  to 
become  more  active  in  carrying-  out  their  duties  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  There  are  still  several  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  local  authorities  are  content  to  take 
samples  at  the  rate  of  1  per  1,000  of  the  population,  or 
even  less,  and  many  others  in  which  the  number  of  samples 
sent  for  analysis  falls  far  short  of  2  per  1,000.  In  only  two 
of  the  metropolitan  boroughs  were  the  samples  taken  at  a 
lower  rate  than  3  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  1901. 

Perhaps  more  remarkable  is  the  peculiar  differences  in 

sampling  in  London.    We  quote  a  few  figures  showing 

population,  samples  examined,  and  number  stated  by  the 

analysts  to  be  adulterated  : 

,  iiii  Popula-      Exam-  Adul- 

Area  and  Analyst  tjon  ined  tpl.ated 

Southwark  (Tebb)          ...  206,180  2,056  207 

Westminster  (Cassal)       ...  183,011  1,800  147 

Islington  (Teed)    334,991  1,206  92 

Lambeth  (Muter)   301,895  1,200  81 

Stepney    298,600  1,191  190 

London,  City  (Teed)       ...  26,926  1,053  56 

Camberwell  (Teed)         ...  259,339  874  109 

St.  Pancras  (Stevenson)  ...  235,317  752  121 

On  studying  these  remarkable  figures  and  others  in  the 
report  one  is  "almost  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  activity 
under  the  Acts  has  more  to  do  with  payment  by  results  than 
with  the  public  good.  The  sampling  in  some  places  is  past 
comprehension  :  thus  in  the  City  of  London  910  out  of  1,053 
samples  taken  were  milk  and  butter,  the  proportion  being 
abnormally  large.  Why  is  it  that  the  proportion  of  easily 
"analysed"  things  is  so  large?  To  such  questions  the 
Local  Government  Board  pays  no  attention.  Perhaps  it 
may  under  the  democratic  presidency  of  Mr.  John  Burns, 
who  thinks  500/.  a  year  is  enough  for  any  man. 

Of  the  84,678  samples  examined  in  England  and  Wales, 
7,173  were  reported  against,  and  penalties  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  6,528/.  (exclusive  of  costs)  were  imposed.  The 
percentage  of  drugs  reported  against  was  11.3,  an  increase 
of  1.7  on  1903 ;  but  the  Board  says  nothing  more  about  the 
drug-supply  of  the  country,  except  to  mention  the  Birming- 
ham quinine-mixture  cases.  From  the  appendix  we  find 
that  the  drugs  examined  comprised  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
243  (of  which  66,  or  27.2  per  cent.,  were  said  to  be  adulte- 
rated) ;  cream  of  tartar,  441  (20  per  cent,  adulterated)  ;  mag- 
nesia, 48.(18.8  per  cent,  condemned)  ;  tincture  of  iodine,  23 
(17.4  per  cent,  adulterated)  ;  mercury  preparations,  28 
(14.3  per  cent,  condemned)  ;  and  glycerin,  192  (10.9  con- 
demned). The  percentages  of  adulteration  in  the  others 
were  :  Camphorated  oil  6.1,  sulphur  5.3,  rhubarb  prepara- 
tions 5.2,  seidlitz  powders  3.7,  cod-liver  oil  2.9,  and  com- 
pound liquorice-powder  1.8.  "  Other  drugs,"  of  which  1,124 
samples  were  examined,  showed  11  per  cent,  of  adulteration, 
and  the  only  unadulterated  samples  mentioned  were  11  of 
iron  pills.  These  figures  indicate  on  the  whole  a  fair  dis- 
tribution of  analytical  favours.  In  the  metropolis  781 
samples  of  drugs  were  taken,  and  71  were  returned  as  adul- 
terated ;  the  Westminster  analyst  found  2  adulterated  out 
of  106,  and  Battersea,  with  7  adulterated  drugs  out  of  26, 
was  the  worst  in  London  ;  but  Kent  beat  it  with  8  out  of  23. 
The  frequency  with  which  no  adulteration  in  drugs  is 


reported,  and  the  occasional  avalanche  of  prosecutions  in 
regard  to  a  single  article,  must  be  set  against  the  Board's 
bald  statement  about  increase  of  adulteration.  We  submit 
that,  so  far  as  the  drug-trade  proper  is  concerned,  the  goods 
supplied  are  remarkably  free  from  adulteration. 

A  Midwinter  Night's  Dream. 

[The  treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  reported  at  the  last  Council-meeting  that  2,000/.  had 
been  borrowed  from  the  bank,  and  the  report  showed  that 
1,292/.  more  was  required  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  month.] 
I  know  a  Bank,  but  no  wild  thyme  blows 
Near  that  Bank,  though  in  it  the  Overdraft  grows. 

The  Treasurer  shaking  a  doleful  head 

Retires  with  a  weary  sigh  to  his  bed 

And  dreams  of  a  sinking,  sinking  fund, 

Of  an  ancient  Society  moribund, 

Of  an  empty  purse  and  a  staff  reduced. 

Of  a  President  angry  and  much  abused, 

Of  a  nightmare-haunted  Registrar 

Who  clamoured  aloud  for  the  sinews  of  war, 

Of  a  frantic  scribe  with  no  gold  to  spend. 

Arid  a  multitude  shouting  "  The  End  !  The  End  !  " 

He  dreamt  Something  came  amid  death-knell  tolls, 

And  said,  "  Why  not  issue  a  line  of  Consols? 

Consols  pharmaceutical !  glorious  scheme  I 

Making  the  future  a  golden  dream 

Leaseholds  at  Edinbro',  rents  at  the  Square  " — ■ 

(Deeply  the  dreamer  groaned  in  despair. 

Well  did  he  know  there  no  rents  were  paid, 

"Brilliant  finance" — the  orthodox  said) — ■ 

"  Look  at  the  money  in  Galen  Mews  " 

(Treasurer  shrinks  at  familiar  abuse). 

"  Look  at  the  fortune  at  Paddington  Green, 

Consols  !  such  consols  as  never  were  seen  !  " 

Proud,  in  his  dreams,  the  good  Treasurer  trod, 

Rid  of  his  millstone  of  three  thousand  odd. 

Peaceful  he  lay  till  the  grey  morning  broke 
Contented  and  happy  until — 

he  awoke. 

Islington  Not  Satisfied. 

We  mentioned  in  our  issue  of  November  18  that  the 
medical  health  officer  and  solicitor  of  Islington  borough 
find  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  insufficient  for  their 
needs,  and  urged  the  Council  to  seek  powers  under  the  Mer- 
chandise-marks Act.  The  Council  at  last  week's  meeting 
agreed,  but  by  a  narrow  majority  (31  to  26) ,  a  strong  protest 
being  entered  against  prosecuting  shopkeepers  without 
analysing  the  articles  objected  to.  We  may  say  that  fresh 
Parliamentary  powers  are  required  before  effect  can  be 
given  to  the  recommendation,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  be  safely  trusted  to  stop  Islington  in  its  wild 
career.  The  latest  escapade  there  is  to  summon  a  retailer 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  retailing  dis- 
tilled water  not  of  the  nature,  substance,  etc.,  demanded  ' 

Nitric  Acid  from  the  Air. 

One  of  the  sensations  at  the  International  Congress  of 
Applied  Chemistry  held  in  Berlin  in  1903  was  the  announce- 
ment made  then  that  the  formation  of  nitrates  from  the  air 
had  been  successfully  accomplished.  Professor  Doremus 
was  one  of  those  who  spoke  with  assurance  on  the  subject, 
and  he  stated  that  Bradley  and  Lovejoy's  process  was  worked 
at  Niagara  Falls,  1  lb.  of  nitric  acid  being  turned  out  per 
7  h.p.  hours,  costing  1  cent.  A  German  professor,  at  the 
same  meeting,  described  his  method  for  making  calcium 
nitrate  from  atmospheric  nitrogen  by  the  aid  of  electric 
energy.  It  may  be  remembered  that  such  productions  were 
foretold  by  Sir  William  Crookes  in  his  presidential  address 
to  the  British  Association  in  1898.  Dr.  Otto  N.  Witt,  the 
President  of  the  International  Congress,  is  in  touch  with 
what  is  being  done  in  this  matter,  and  on  the  day  when,  as 
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director  of  the  Technical  High  School  at  Charlottenburg,  he 
delivered  the  inaugural  address,  he  dealt  with  this  subject, 
stating  that  the  experimental  work  at  Niagara  Falls  and  in 
Switzerland  has  been  a  failure.  But  Professors  Birkeland 
and  S.  Eyds,  of  Christiania,  have  devised  a  process  which 
has  proved  so  efficient  in  practice  that  a  syndicate  has  been 
formed  to  work  it.  The  water-power  available  for  the  pro- 
duction of  electrical  energy  required  for  the  undertaking 
amounts  to  400,000-horse  power,  which  would  gradually  be 
brought  into  service.  The  syndicate  has  works  at  Notod- 
den,  and  the  daily  production  amounts  to  the  equivalent  of 
30  cwt.  of  pure  nitric  acid.  Extensions  of  the  works  are 
being  rapidly  carried  out.  The  synthetically  produced  cal- 
cium nitrate  is  now  used  in  the  chemical-industry,  besides 
taking  the  place  of  Chili  nitre  as  a  fertiliser. 

Over-zealous  Analysm. 

Sheriff  Fyfe,  of  Glasgow,  is  noted  for  his  straightforward 
and  commonsense  observations  about  those,  inter  alios,  who 
attempt  to  stretch  the  law  to  suit  their  own  purposes.  He 
had  before  him  last  week  the  sequel  to  an  action  mentioned 
in  the  C.  &  D.,  June  25,  1904,  in  which  a  Langley  grocer 
was  fined  201.  and  costs  for  selling  raspberry-wine  which  was 
certified  to  be  coloured  and  flavoured  glucose-syrup.  The 
grocer  sought  to  recover  his  outlay  from  the  makers  (Messrs. 
S.  Hannay  &  Co.,  chemists,  Rutherglen),  but  the  Sheriff 
"assoilzied  defenders  with  expenses,"  i.e.  dismissed  the 
action  with  costs,  making  some  wise  observations  in  support 
of  his  opinion  that  the  grocer  might  have  won  the  case  if  he 
had  fought  it,  because  there  is  no  standard  for  fruit-wine 
ingredients,  and  there  was  no  prejudice  to  the  purchaser. 
His  Lordship  described  this  as — ■ 

One  of  the  many  lawsuits  which  have  arisen  from 
the  .  zeal  with  which  Public  Health  officials  all  over 
the  country  vie  with  each  other  in  hunting  out  fresh 
objects  of  attack  under  Section  6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1875.  The  statute  was  designed  simply  to  prevent  the  adul- 
teration of  food  and  drink  and  to  protect  the  purse  and  the 
stomach  of  the  public  against  fraudulent  traders.  But  of 
recent  years  it  had  become  a  fashion  for  local  Public  Health 
officials  (without  any  consideration  for  the  hampering  effect 
upon  honest  trade  and  manufacture)  to  set  up  for  themselves 
some  academic  theory  about  "  nature  and  substance,"  or 
some  arbitrary  theoretic  standard  of  "  quality,"  and  then 
to  prosecute  the  sellers  of  goods  which  do  not  conform  to 
these  theories,  however  harmless  or  even  wholesome  the 
food  or  drink  itself  might  be.  The  crusade  seems  at  pre- 
sent specially  concerned  with  drinks.  Brandy  had  recently 
faced  the  ordeal,  and  whisky  is  at  present  on  its  trial.  But 
the  guardians  of  the  public  health  have  their  eye  also  upon 
teetotal  drinks,  and  the  sale  of  one  of  these  was  the  cause 
of  the  present  action. 

His  Lordship  proceeded  to  make  some  caustic  remarks  about 
Durham  magistrates,  and  emphasised  the  fact  that  the  evi- 
dence given  before  him  proved  conclusively  the  wholesome- 
ness  of  the  wine.  The  opinion  which  we  expressed  last  year 
coincides  with  his  Lordship's.  This  strong  indictment  of 
Public  Health  officials  is  timely  in  view  of  the  latest  liquid 
to  come  under  their  notice — distilled  water  ! 


A  Christmas  Problem. — A  lady  who  uses  the  popular  Kiss- 
ingen  and  Vichy  tablets,  which  are  put  up  in  a  box  containing 
a  bottle  of  each,  to  be  used  on  alternate  days,  says  she  finds 
great  difficulty  in  remembering  which  one  to  take.  Can  any- 
one suggest  a  simple  indicator  ? 

Japanese  Medical  Practitioners. — An  Order  in  Council  was 
made  on  December  11  declaring  that  the  second  part  of  the 
Medical  Act,  1886,  shall  be  deemed  to  apply  to.  the  Empire  of 
Japan  as  being  a  "  foreign  country  which,  in  his  Majesty's 
opinion,  affords  to  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  United 
Kingdom  such  privileges  of  practising  in  the  said  foreign 
country  as  to  his  Majesty  may  seem  just."  This  will  enable 
Japanese  medical  practitioners  whose  qualifications  are  equal 
to  those  recognised  by  the  General  Medical  Council  to  have 
their  names  placed  on  the  Medical  Register  without  further 
examination. 


flDarriages. 


Aitken — Donaldson. — At  St.  Andrew's  Presbyterian 
Church,  Cape  Town,  on  December  10,  by  the  Rev.  W.  R. 
Thomson,  B.D.,  William  Aitken,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Cape  Town,  to  Mary,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  John 
Donaldson,  Edinburgh. 

Alister — Johnston. — On  December  6,  by  special  licence, 
at  Christ  Church,  W.C.,  by  the  Rev.  Glendinning  Nash, 
M.A.,  James  Boyd  Alister,  L.P.S.I.,  director  of  Messrs. 
Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.,  State  Apothecaries,  Dublin,  second 
son  of  the  late  James  Alister,  Ardmore,  Lisburn,  to  Genah 
Robinson  Johnston,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph 
Robinson  and  Mrs.  Johnston,  5  Rathmines  Road,  Dublin. 

Georgeson — Lester. — At  St.  Paul's  Church,  Cork,  on 
December  6,  by  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Hodges,  M.A.,  George 
Georgeson,  J.P.,  to  Edith  Mary,  second  daughter  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Richard  Lester,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cork. 

Taylor — Turner. — At  Drumcondra  Parish  Church,  on 
December  8,  by  the  Rev.  H.  Lewis  Crosby,  B.D.,  rector  of 
the  parish,  James  Taylor,  M.P.S.I.,  Aughnacloy,  second  son 
of  the  late  Mr.  William  Taylor,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Downpatrick,  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  Rostrevor,  to  Marv  Moore 
Lloyd  (May),  third  daughter  of  Mr.  William  "Turner, 
Clones. 

Wood — Scott. — At  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Leicester,  on 
December  5,  William  Frost  Wood,  chemist  and  optician, 
Nottingham,  to  Charlotte  Emmeline,  younger  daughter  of 
Mr.  S.  S.  Scott,  chemist  and  druggist,  Leicester. 


©eatbs. 


Boutall. — At  Brighton,  on  December  6,  George  Squire 
Boutall,  chemist  and  druggist,  57  Marchmount  Street, 
London,  W.C.,  aged  fifty- 
seven.  Mr.  Boutall  was  well 
known  on  account  of  the 
number  of  chemist's  busi- 
nesses he  conducted  in  Lon- 
don, some  of  the  shops  being 
very  handsomely  fitted.  At 
one  time  he  owned  fifteen 
businesses,  but  these  had 
been  reduced  recently  to 
eight.  It  is  only  a  few  weeks 
ago  that,  as  a  result  of  an 
accident  and  subsequent 
urinary  examination,  Mr. 
Boutall  was  found  to  be  suf- 
fering from  diabetes  in  an 
advanced  stage,  from  which 
he  succumbed  last  week.  He 
was  apprenticed  with  Mr. 
Matthews,  of  St.  Neots, 
Huntingdonshire,  and  on 
leaving  there  he  studied 
for  and  passed  the  Modified 
examination  in  1875.  This  was  followed  by  a  few 
years'  assistantship  abroad,  first  with  Messrs.  Roberts  & 
Co.  in  Paris,  and  then  in  Rome.  Returning  to  London 
he  became  manager  of  the  drug  department  of  the 
Civil  Service  Stores,  leaving  this  position  to  open  a 
business  at  Greenwich.  Selling  the  Greenwich  shop  he 
bought  others  at  Essex  Road.  Islington,  and  March- 
mount  Street,  W.C.,  adding  others  from  time  to  time, 
until  the  name  of  Boutall  became  one  of  the  most  familiar 
on  London  chemists'  fascias.  Mr.  Boutall  had  strong  sport- 
ing proclivities,  which  he  freely  indulged  in  of  late  years. 
He  was  known  on  racecourses  as  "The  Sporting  Doctor" 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  always  to  the  front  in  rendering 
"  first-aid  "  in  case  of  accidents  on  the  Turf.  The  sporting 
papers  recall  a  particular  case  where  his  prompt  aid  to  a 
severely  injured  jockey  undoubtedly  saved  the  man's  life. 
Mr.  Boutall  leaves  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  engaged  in 
the  drug-business. 

Brack. — At  Adelaide  Terrace,  New  Benwell,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  on  December  16,  Mr.  David  George  Brack,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  thirty-three. 
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Dakees. — At  11  The  Crescent,  Whitley  Bay,  on  Decem- 
ber 8,  Isabella,  widow  of  William  Dakers,  chemist, 
Gateshead. 

Elliott. — At  Cassel,  Prussia,  on  October  6,  Frederick 
W.  Elliott,  founder  and  director  of  Elliott  Bros.,  Ltd., 
O'Connell  Street,  Sydney,  and  Brisbane,  aged  seventy- 
eight.  A  colonist  of  the  'forties,  he  started  with  his  brother, 
Dr.  Geo.  R.  Elliott,  in  the  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
drug-business  in  Sydney,  which  in  1878  was  floated  into  a 
company,  the  present  magnificent  premises  in  O'Connell 
Street  being  erected  some  seven  years  later.  Mr.  George 
and  Dr.  J.  F.  Elliott,  directors  of  the  company,  are  nephews 
of  the  founder,  who  left  no  sons.  Mr.  J.  R.  Elliott  is  the  sole 
survivor  of  the  original  Elliott  Bros.,  he  having  retired  some 
four  years  ago  from  the  charge  of  the  Balmain  works  after 
thirty  years'  active  service. 

Hardie. — At  Staines,  on  December  1.  Mr.  George  Henry 
Hardie,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-five. 

Harrison. — At  Victoria  Street,  Denton,  Manchester,  on 
December  9,  Mr.  Robert  Harrison,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  seventy-five.  Mr.  Harrison,  who  died  very  suddenly, 
was  for  half  a  century  in  business  at  Farnworth,  near 
Bolton.  He  retired  a  year  ago.  For  forty-seven  years  he 
was  a  trustee,  and  for  twenty-one  years  hon.  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Farnworth  Grammar  School,  and  he  was  for 
a  long  period  warden  of  the  Parish  Church. 

Icke. — At  Leamington,  on  December  4,  Mr.  Henry  Scott 
Icke,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged  seventy-one. 

Leitch. — At  the  Medical  Hall,  Greenlaw,  Berwickshire, 
cn  December  11,  Mr.  David  Leitch,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  sixty-two. 

Mathew. — At  Holmdale,  Sea  Point,  Cape  Town,  on 
November  19,  the  infant  (twin)  son  of  A.  H.  and  S.  E. 
Mathew  (of  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.),  Cape  Town. 

Oldfield. — At  Raventhorpe,  Wilbraham  Road,  Man- 
chester, on  December  11.  Leonard,  youngest  son  of  Mr. 
Ashley  Cooper  Oldfield  (Messrs.  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.), 
Manchester,  aged  twenty-six.  The  early  death  of  this 
rjromising  young  man  from  an  insidious  and  incurable 
maladv  is  much  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Patterson. — At  57  Sunbury  Avenue,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
on  Dec**-  oer  9,  Mr.  Robert  James  Patterson,  Lecturer  at 
Armstrong  College,  aged  fcrty-five. 

Smith. — At  Shallowford,  near  Stone,  Staffs,  on  Decem- 
ber 4,  Mr.  Edgar  Rayner  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
sixty-five.  For  many  years  Mr.  Smith  carried  on  business 
at  Eccleshall,  Staffs,  and  during  the  later  years  of  his  life  he 
lived  in  retirement  at  Norton  Bridge. 

Thomas. — At  Brighton,  on  December  4,  Mr.  Horace 
Thomas,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-seven. 

Watson-Will. — At  1  St.  Agnes  Place,  Kennington 
Park,  London,  S.E.,  on  December  12,  Mr.  William  Watson- 
Will,  F.C.S.,  F.L.S.,  phar- 
maceutical chiemist,  princi- 
pal of  the  Metropolitan  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  aged 
fifty-two.  Mr.  Watson- 
Will  had  suffered  from  a 
renal  trouble,  which  first 
manifested  itself  at  the 
Sheffield  Conference  last 
year  by  severe  gastric  dis- 
turbance, and  later  on  in 
the  year  he  had  an  alarm- 
ing post-nasal  haemorrhage, 
which  weakened  him  con- 
siderably. He  recovered 
somewhat  and  was  able  to 
resume  his  duties  at  the 
College ;  but  early  in  the 
summer  his  medical  atten- 
dants advised  complete  rest, 
and  latterly  it  became  only 

  too  apparent  to  his  friends 

that  the  end  was  approach- 
ing.    Nevertheless,  until  a 
week  before  his  death,  which  occurred  early  on  Tuesday 
morning,  Mr.  Watson-Will  was  following  pharmaceutical 
events  with  unabated  interest,  including  the  work  at 


his  College.  He  was  the  only  son  of  the  late  Mr. 
William  Will,  of  the  Montrose  Gas  Co.,  and  was  born  in 
Montrose  on  November  27,  1853.  After  his  education  in 
the  local  academy  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  late  Mr.  John 
Reid,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  at  the  end  of  his  appren- 
ticeship left  Montrose  for  a  situation  as  assistant  in  Man- 
chester. Then  for  four  years  he  was  principal  assistant  to 
the  late  Mr.  T.  A.  D.  Brew,  Brighton,  whence  he  went  to 
the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Octavius  Corder,  Norwich.  He  passed 
the  Minor  examination  in  December  1877  and  the  Major 
exactly  a  year  after,  having  studied  at  the  Westminster 
College,  where  he  distinguished  himself  in  all  subjects.  He 
soon  by  various  published  papers  gave  evidence  of  ability 
beyond  legal  requirements,  and  proved  himself  a  competent 
analyst,  besides  showing  intimate  knowledge  of  materia 
medica,  as  was  manifested  later  by  a  book  which  he  wrote 
on  the  subject.  The  time  that  Mr.  Watson-Will  spent 
with  Mr.  Corder  was  fruitful  to  him  in  respect  to  the  higher 
aims  of  pharmacy,  and  he  never  ceased  to  speak  of  it  as  the 
m©sL_siiiruiLaUng_period.  of  his  career.'  In  1882  he  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen  as  demonstrator  at  the  West- 
minster College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Trinity 
Square,  S.E.,  and  he  remained  there  until  1893,  when,  on 
October  2,  he  opened  the  Metropolitan  College  at  162  Ken- 
nington Park  Road,  S.E.  He  was  singularly  successful  in 
this  venture,  and  early  in  1900  acquired  the  lease  of  No.  160 
as  well,  whereby  he  was  enabled  to  erect  on  the  combined 
grounds  of  the  two  houses  a  new  lecture-hall  and  chemical 
laboratory.  This  enabled  him  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the 
old  class-rooms,  which  he  entirely  rearranged,  making  the 
establishment  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
As  a  teacher  Mr.  Watson-Will  inspired  the  confidence  of 
his  pupils.  He  insisted  on  thoroughness  and  provided  an 
example  in  himself.  He  was  a  good  lecturer,  witty  when 
there  was  occasion  for  it,  and  he  added  to  a  clear  style  a 
wealth  of  experiment  and  other  illustrative  demonstration. 
Mr.  Watson-Will  was  in  the  habit  of  entertaining  his 
past  and  present  students  to  dinner  every  year  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  and  these  reunions  grew  to  be  one  of 
the  pharmaceutical  events  of  the  time,  for  the  chairmen 
were  men  well  known  in  pharmacy^-among-  tfeem  beirrg~Br: 
g.  B.  PwcrrMr.'-Q.  "CtaTrdge-Dpnce,  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer, 
Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton,  Mr.  W.  L.teowie,  Dr.  Edward  Divers, 
Sir  William  Ramsay,  and  Sir  U.  W.  Swan.  At  the  1903 
dinner  Mr.  Watson-Will's  students  presented  him  with  a 
valuable  silver  tea  and  coffee  service  to  commemorate  the 
completion  of  the  first  decade  of  the  Metropolitan  College. 
Mr.  Watson- Will  had  for  manyiyears  attended  the  meetings 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  when  the 
London  Chemists'  Association  was  founded  he  became  one 
of  its  first  office-bearers.  Through  this  Association  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Executive  of  the  Federation  of 
Pharmaceutical  Associations  ill  1903,  and  succeeded  Mr. 
Geo.  F.  Merson  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  duties  of 
this  position  he  discharged  with  characteristic  thoroughness 
until  the  annual  meeting  this  yeiar,  when  his  illness  necessi- 
tated a  change,  and  Mr.  H.  Wropell  Gadd  succeeded  him. 
Apart  from  pharmacy  Mr.  Watson-Will  had  hosts  of  friends. 
He  was  a  Freemason,  and  a  fortnight  ago  the  Fidelity  Lodge, 
No.  3,  presented  him  with  the  Paymaster's  jewel.  He  was 
one  of  the  best-known  men  in  |London-Scottish  societies, 
having  for  many  years  been  Secretary,  and  later  President, 
of  the  Council  of  the  London  Foi  farshire  Association, 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Caledon 
of  the  Morayshire  Association. 


He 

an  Society  of  London  and 
He  was   very  happily 


married,  and  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Watson-Will  and  a  son  and 
daughter.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Watson-Will's  death 
makes  no  change  in  the  conduct  on  the  Metropolitan  College 
of  Pharmacy,  which  has  since  tne  spring  been  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  H.  Lucas,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  as 
deputy  principal,  with  the  co-opftration  of  Mr.  F.  F.  de 
Morgan,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  and  Mr.  D.  J.  Williams,  Ph.C, 
F.C.S.,  both  of  whom  have  been  associated  with  the  College 
as  demonstrators  and  lecturers  for  several  years.  The 
interment  is  to  take  place  at  Wandsworth  Cemetery  on 
Saturday,  December  16,  at  1.30  p.m. 

Trounson. — At  77  Vicarage  Road,  Watford,  Mr.  Herbert 
James  Trounson,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-four. 

Drugs  to  the  value  of  Rs.  69,000  were  imported  into  Goa, 
Portuguese  India,  during  1904,  against  Rs.  50,000  during  1903. 
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legal  IReports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Rankin's  Ointment  Appeal. 
The  case  Brown  v.  Leggett  stood  tenth  in  order  of  the  cases 
£hat  were  to  be  heard  in  the  Lord  Chief  Justice's  Court  on 
Thursday,  December  14,  the  Judges  being  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  (Lord  Alverstone),  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Ridley.  Counsel  for  the  appellant  retained  by 
Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby,  are  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  K.C., 
Mr.  Bonsey,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  The  case  was  not 
reached,  but  now  stands  on  the  list  for  Friday,  December  15. 

Agreement  not  to  Practise. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
December  8,  before  Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  Mr.  A.  L.  Morris, 
in  the  case  of  F.  W.  Bradley,  Ltd.,  v.  Frederick  James 
McCulloeh,  moved  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  de- 
fendant from  practising  the  profession  or  calling  of  a  dentist 
or  dental  surgeon  or  manufacturer  or  vendor  of  artificial 
tfceeth  within  a  radius  of  thirty  miles  of  the  town  of  Wisbech, 
■or  from  otherwise  committing  a  breach  of  the  agreement, 
•dated  October  17,  1899,  between  plaintiffs  and  defendant. 
The  defendant  did  not  appear.  Counsel  said  the  defendant 
foad  left  the  employ  of  the  plaintiffs  and  had  broken  the 
■agreement.    His  Lordship  granted  the  injunction  as  asked. 

Stamford  Municipal  Election  Petition. 
In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  Thursday,  December  14, 
the  case  of  Cade  and  another  v.  March  came  before  Mr. 
Justice  Channell  on  a  summons  fsr  particulars.  The  de- 
fendant is  Mr.  Richard  March,  chemist,  Stamford,  and 
Mr.  Roach  explained  that  this  was  an  application  by  him 
for  particulars.  The  allegations  were  three  in  number,  and 
an  objection  was  made  with  regard  to  the  third,  which 
alleged  general  treating.  He  understood  there  was  an  ob- 
jection to  names  being  given,  but  what  they  wanted  to  know 
was  the  class  of  persons  who  were  alleged  to  have  been 
treated.  They  wanted  to  know,  for  instance,  whether  it 
was  schoolchildren  or  people  at  a  mothers'  meeting,  where 
it  took  place,  and  what  was  the  nature  of  the  treating. 
After  hearing  the  other  side  on  this  point,  and  as  to  when 
the  particulars  should  be  given,  his  Lordship  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  application  should  be  agreed  to  in  general 
terms. 

Pink  Pills  in  Cape  Colony. 
In  the  Supreme  Court,  Cape  Town,  on  November  15,  the 
Acting  Chief  Justice  (the  Hon.  Sir  John  Buchanan) 
resumed  the  hearing  of  an  application  brought  by  the  Dr. 
'Williams'  Medicine  Co.  for  interdict  against  Mr.  Alexander, 
chemist,  Caledon  Street,  Cape  Town,  restraining  him  from 
selling,  offering,  or  disposing  for  sale  certain  pills  other  than 
those  of  the  company  with  a  cover  labelled  "  Pink  Pills  for 
Pale  People,"  and  restraining  him  from  advertising  the 
same  as  if  they  were  the  pills  of  the  Dr.  Williams'  Medicine 
Co.  Counsel  for  the  applicants  contended  that  respondents 
■could  not  use  the  description  "pink  pills,"  because  "pink 
pills"  is  an  essential  part  of  their  trade-mark,  and  their 
goods  have  become  known  to  the  trade,  in  Cape  Colony  at 
any  rate,  as  "  pink  pills." 

The  Judge  :  Is  not  your  essential  part  "  Dr.  Williams'  Pink 
Pills?"— No;  I  submit  not.  If  one  sees  "pink  pills"  one's 
mind  flies  right  away  to  "Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  for  Pale 
People."  .  ill 

You  claim  pink  pills  as  vour  exclusive  right  ?  Nobody  else 
may  sell  "pink  pills"  in' South  Africa  ?— Nobody  else  may 
sell  "  pink  pills  "  we  say,  and  certainly  not  under  the  same 
■collocation  as  the  respondent  is  selling  pills— viz.,  "  pink  pills 
for  delicate  females."  I  shouldsay,  of  course,  that  applicants 
■could  sell  "  Blaud's  pills  for  delicate  females." 

His  Lordship  :  "  If  "  pink  pills"  is  only  the  description  of 
an  article,  then  you  are  not  entitled  to  an  interdict. 

Mr.  Bisset  (for  the ~ applicants)  :  That  is  an  objection  that 
might  have  been  raised  originally  before  our  trade-mark  was 
registered. 

He  then  quoted  the  Yorkshire  Relish  case  (Powell  v.  Bir- 
mingham Vinegar  Co.)  among  others,  and  went  on  to  argue 
that  the  description  of  "  pink  pills  "  had  come  to  be  specially 
•associated  with  applicants'  pills. 

His  Lordship:  The  question  is  whether  "pink  pills"  is  a 
description  of  a  pill.    The  affidavits  of  the  respondent  allege 


that  "  pink  pills  "  is  a  tei'm  commonly  used  among  chemists  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  you  have  not  answered  that. 

Mr.  Bisset  said  that  the  question  was  what  was  the  user  in 
this  country.  If  the  respondent  had  shown  that  "  pink  pills  " 
was  a  term  known  to  the  public  in  this  colony  before  1893, 
when  the  applicants  had  their  trade-mark  registered,  the  case 
that  applicants  had  to  meet  would  have  been  very  different. 

Mr.  Molteno,  for  the  respondents,  said  the  application  was 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  applicants  to  appropriate  for 
their  own  use  a  portion  of  the  English  language.  Applicants 
were  not  entitled  to  appropriate  the  generic  description  of 
"pink  pills."  These  pills  were  simply  the  ordinary  ferric- 
oxide  pills,  and  they  were  pink  just  as  the  hydrangea  is 
pink.  (A  laugh.)  If  they  looked  at  any  of  the  circulars  of 
manufacturing  chemists  on  the  continent,  in  England,  or  in 
America,  they  would  find  that  "  pink  pills"  was  a  common 
thing.  Dr.  Williams'  were  not  the  only  pink  pills  in  the 
world.  Schutze  &  Co.,  of  London,  advertised  "  pink  pills" 
in  their  circulars.  After  further  argument  His  Lordship, 
in  giving  judgment,  said  he  felt  bound  under  the  previous 
decision  of  that  court,  and  with  the  evidence  before  him,  to 
say  that  nobody  else  is  entitled  to  sell  "  pink  pills  "  as  such 
in  Cape  Colony.  They  may  not  describe  them  as  such, 
because  "pink  pills"  are  supposed  to  be  "Dr.  Williams' 
Pink  Pills."  The  goods  are  made  in  England  as  "  Dr.  Wil- 
liams' Pink  Pills,"  but  the  applicants  have  been  shrewd 
enough  to  get  their  trade-mark  registered  in  this  country, 
and  while  that  trade-mark  stands  he  was  bound  to  keep  it 
in  view.    The  application  was  granted,  with  costs. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

The  Position  of  Apothecaries'  Assistants. 
At  Lambeth  County  Court  on  December  12,  before  Judge 
Emden,  Herbert  James  Sharp  was  charged,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  contravening  Section  15 
of  the  Act  by  selling  white  precipitate,  he  not  being  a 
registered  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones, 
barrister,  appeared  for  the  Society;  and  Mr.  T.  Upton, 
barrister,  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  opening,  said  the  case  was  one  of 
importance  owing  to  the  special  defence  set  up.  Originally 
there  had  been  two  charges  against  the  defendant,  but  one 
had  to  be  abandoned.  Defendant  had  also  sold  to  an 
officer  of  the  Society  what  purported  to  be  a  quantity  of 
"  laudanum-and-soap  liniment."  That  was  the  mixture 
asked  for,  and  when  purchased  it  was  labelled  as  such,  but 
on  examination  it  was  found  that  the  mixture  contained  no 
laudanum.  This  he  suggested  without  hesitation  had  been 
done  intentionally. 

Mr.  Upton  :  I  don't  think  my  friend  ought  to  say  that. 
Judge  Emden  :  Well,  it  looks  like  it,  Mr.  Upton. 
Mr.  Upton  :  There  may  be  a  variety  of  explanations  for 
such  an  occurrence — a  mistake,  or  something  like  that. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  defendant  does  in  fact 
keep  open  shop,  but  in  law  he  does  not,  because  he  is  a 
limited  company.  It  was  therefore  useless  for  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  go  upon  the  "keeping  open  shop" 
point,  but  the  defendant  was  liable  under  Section  15  as  the 
actual  person  who  sold  the  poison.  The  defence  apparently 
was  that  defendant  claimed  exemption  under  Section  16 
because  of  a  qualification  under  the  Apothecaries  Act.  The 
defendant  had  passed  some  examination  as  an  assistant  to 
an  apothecary,  and  the  exemption  was  presumably  to  be 
sought  for  under  the  epening  words  of  Section  16  : 

Nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall  extend  to  or  inter- 
fere with  the  business  of  any  legally  qualified  apothecary. 
He  (counsel)  supposed  the  defence  was  that  defendant  is 
an  apothecary. 

In  reply  to  the  Judge,  Mr.  Upton  said  his  defence  was 
that  defendant  was  outside  of  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  The  point  he  took,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had  never  been 
raised  before — at  least  there  had  been  no  authoritative  deci- 
sion upon  it. 

George  Walder  deposed  to  purchasing  a  penny  packet  of 
white  precipitate  at  Sharp's  Drug-stores,  49  Edward  Street, 
Brighton.  He  was  served  by  the  defendant,  who  was  the 
only  person  in  the  shop  at  the  time.  His  purchase  he 
handed  to  Mr.  Moon. 

Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  deposed  to  receiving  the  packet  (produced) 
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and  handing  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tickle,  the  analyst.  In 
cross-examination  by  Mr.  Upton  witness  said  he  knew  the 
Apothecaries'  Society  granted  certificates  after  certain 
examinations  were  passed,  but  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
nature  of  these  examinations. 

Thomas  Tickle  said  his  analysis  showed  the  packet  (pro- 
duced) to  contain  22£  grains  of  white  precipitate,  a 
poisonous  dose. 

Judge  Emden  :  What  is  it  used  for  in  these  doses  ? 
Witness  :  It  is  not  administered  internally,  but  is  used 
for  outward  application  only.  Continuing,  he  said  the 
pennyworth  sold  was  sufficient  to  kill  any  adult.  He  had 
no  acquaintance  with  the  certificate  issued  to  assistants  by 
the  Apothecaries'  Society,  but  he  knew  that  assistants  with 
that  certificate  sometimes  compound  and  dispense.  He 
knew  nothing  of  the  examinations  that  had  to  be  passed 
to  secure  the  Apothecaries'  certificate,  but  he  did  not  think 
the  safety  of  the  public  was  as  well  secured  by  the  Apothe- 
caries' Assistants'  certificate  as  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  diploma,  as  the  examinations  for  the  latter  are 
better  known. 

That  being  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  Mr.  Upton  called 
Herbert  James  Sharp,  the  defendant,  who  said  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  for  eighteen  years. 
He  was  apprenticed  to  a  chemist,  and  in  1902  he  passed  the 
Assistants'  examination  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society.  That 
examination  comprised  a  knowledge  of  compounding  and 
dispensing  medicines,  chemistry,  materia  medica,  pharmacy, 
and  the  translation  of  prescriptions.  In  consequence  of 
his  success  he  received  a  certificate  (produced)  from  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  which  stated  that  he  was  qualified 
to  "act  as  an  assistant  in  compounding  and  dispensing 
medicines."  He  claimed,  therefore,  that  under  that  certifi- 
cate he  was  qualified  to  compound  and  dispense  medicines. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  defendant  said  he  is 
manager  of  Sharp's  Drug-stores.    He  is  not  a  registered 
chemist.    The  business  had  been  a  limited  company  for 
about  six  years.    He  was  in  business  prior  to  that,  but  not 
as  a  chemist.    He  opened  a  "  drug-store."    He  did  not 
make  a  practice  of  selling  poisons.      He  was  prosecuted 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  about  six  years  ago  for 
selling  poisons,  but  it  was  not  as  a  result  of  that  prosecu- 
tion that  he  turned  the  business  into  a  limited  liability 
company.    The  prosecution  was  before  he  was  registered 
under  the  Apothecaries  Act.    Previous  to  the  formation  of 
the  present  company  his  business  was  carried  on  by  another 
company,  with  a  capital  of  400/.,  of  which  he  held  300?. 
The  capital  of  Sharp's  Drug-stores  is  also  400/.  He 
(defendant)  holds  360/.  in  shares,  and  the  lady  secretary 
of  the  company  has  30/.  in  shares.    The  company  employs 
a  registered  chemist,  but  he  holds  no  shares.    Witness  is 
a  director  of  the  company.    When  he  passed  the  Assistants' 
examination  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  he  had  not  at 
that  time  any  intention  of  becoming  assistant  to  an  apothe- 
cary.   He  had  not  passed  any  preliminary  examination — 
at  least,  no  educational  preliminary — in  connection  with 
either  the  Apothecaries'  Society  or  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.     Before   passing   the   Apothecaries'  Assistants' 
examination  it  is  necessary  that  the  candidate  have  six 
months'  practical  experience  in  pharmacy.    He  knew  that 
three  years'  experience  and  an  educational  preliminary 
examination  are  necessary  for  the  pharmaceutical  qualifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  Then  you  consider  yourself  qualified  by 

your  certificate  to  keep  open  shop  

Mr.  Sharp  :  I  do  not  keep  it  open. 

Mr.  Glyn- Jones  :  Then  who  does  ?  It  belongs  to  a  com- 
pany, and  you  are  practically  the  company.  Besides,  you 
say  you  are  entitled  to  sell  poisons.  There  is  nothing  in 
your  certificate  about  selling.  Do  you  know  what 
laudanum  is  ? 

Witness  :  Yes ;  it  is  a  poison  in  the  second  part  of  the 
Schedule. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  Would  you  sell  it  to  anyone  coming  in 
for  it  ? 

Witness  :  I  would  use  discretion.  If  I  thought  it  would 
not  be  right  to  let  them  have  it  I  would  not  supply  it. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  continued  to  press  the  witness  as  to  his 
method  of  selling  poisons,  when  Mr.  Upton  interposed, 
and  pointed  out,  in  re-examination,  that  a  registered 
chemist  is  in  the  employment  of  the  company.  Witness 


said  that  the  company  has  two  shops,  and  the  registered 
chemist  and  himself  are  the  only  qualified  persons.  It  was 
consequent  upon  the  prosecution  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  six  years  ago  that  he  registered  under  the  Apothe- 
caries Act. 

ARGUMENT  FOR  THE  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Upton,  in  the  course  of  a  long  argument,  submitted 
that  his  client  came  within  the  exemption  in  Section  16.  In 
the  preamble  to  the  Act  it  is  set  forth — ■ 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  for  the  safety  of  the  public  that 
persons  keeping  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or 
compounding  of  poisons  .  .  .  should  possess  a  competent 
practical  knowledge  of  their  business,  and  to  that  end  that 
from  and  after  the  day  herein  named    all   persons  not 
already  engaged  in  such  business  should,  before  commenc- 
ing such  business,  be  duly  examined  as  to  their  practical 
knowledge.  .  .  . 
That,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  judgment  of  Lord 
Selborne  in  the  company  case  (Pharmaceutical  Society  v. 
London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association),  where  it  was 
decided  that  liability  for  infringement  of  the  section  is 

limited  to  the  individual  

Judge  Emden  :  Have  no  attempts  been  made  to  amend 
the  Act? 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  Attempts  have  been  made  on  several 
occasions,  your  Honour,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  have 
been  unsuccessful. 

Mr.  Upton  :  Every  person  who  sells  is  rendered  liable. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  can  always  hit  the  person  who 
hands  over  the  poison,  although  it  must  be  confessed  they 
cannot  hit  the  person  who  may  be  behind  the  seller. 

The  Judge  :  The  Act  ought  to  be  amended  to  apply  equit- 
ably to  the  corporation  as  to  the  individual,  especially 
seeing  there  is  a  growing  practice  of  creating  one-man  com- 
panies. 

Mr.  Upton,  continuing,  said  a  perusal  of  the  preamble 
quoted  and  Lord  Selborne's  remarks  regarding  the  actual 
seller  showed  that  the  object  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  to 
place  the  selling  of  poisons  in  the  hands  of  those  having  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  business.    Mr.  Sharp,  he  con- 
tended, was  a  competent  person,  as  shown  by  the  certifi- 
cate granted  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  The  fact  that  he 
did  not  hold  the  diploma  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was 
no  proof  that  he  was  not  competent.    During  past  years 
it  was  apparent  that  the  Apothecaries'  Society  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  run  side  by  side,  and  it  was 
rather  instructive  and  somewhat  important  in  view  of  the 
present  case  to  observe  that  in  any  amendment  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  there  had  always  been  inserted  a  saving  clause 
on  behalf  of  the  apothecaries,  while  in  the  Apothecaries 
Act  the  rights  of  chemists  and  druggists  were  equally  safe- 
guarded.   Thus  in  Section  16  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  it  is 
specifically  enacted  that  "nothing  hereinbefore  contained 
shall  extend  to  or  interfere  with  the  business  of  any  legally 
qualified  apothecary."    There  must  have  been  some  dis- 
tinction intended  in  the  use  of  the  word  "  business,"  other- 
wise it  would  have  been  simply  shall  "interfere  with  any 
legally  qualified  apothecary."    Section  28  of  the  Apothe- 
caries Act,  1815,  in  like  manner  provides  that  nothing 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  prejudice  or  in 
any  way  affect  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  in  the 
buying,  preparing,  compounding,  dispensing,  and  vending 
drugs,  medicines,  and  medicinablc  compounds,  wholesale 
and  retail.  .  .  . 

By  Section  17  of  the  Apothecaries  Act  powers  were  given 
to  the  Society  to  grant  certificates  to  an  assistant.  The 
section  states  that 

it.  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  .  .  .  (ex- 
cepting persons  who  have  actually  served  five  years  to  an 
apothecary)  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in  com- 
pounding or  dispensing  medicines  without  undergoing  an- 
examination. 

It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  continued  Mr.  Upton,  that  what 
is  required  by  the  Act  is  a  practical  knowledge  ai  com- 
pounding and  dispensing ;  and  looking  at  the  syllabus  of 
examination  for  assistant  to  an  apothecary,  no  one  could 
say  that  anyone  who  passed  that  examination  could  be 
without  practical  knowledge.  He  (counsel)  had  a  shrewd 
suspicion  that  the  examinations  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society 
are  not  viewed  with  much  favour  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.    Each  holds  examinations  and  each  grants  certifi- 
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cates  of  qualification,  and  there  is  probably  a  certain  amount 
of  rivalry.  The  entrance-fees  which  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  doubtless  exacted  from  their  examinees  are  pro- 
bably affected  adversely  by  the  large  numbers  who  take  the 
Apothecaries'  Assistants'  examination  instead.  But  his 
contention,  in  short,  was  that  if  Mr.  Sharp,  fully  qualified 
as  he  is  under  the  Apothecaries  Act,  is  not  a  person  to 
whom  the  saving  clause  extends,  then  that  saving  clause  has 
no  virtue  whatever.  The  certificate  granted  to  Mr.  Sharp 
does  not  in  terms  say  ' '  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothe- 
cary," but  "act  as  an  assistant  in  dispensing  and  com- 
pounding medicines." 

J udge  Emden  :  But  the  Act  says  ' '  act  as  an  assistant  to 
an  apothecary." 

Mr.  Upton  answered  this  by  contending  that  acting  as  an 
assistant  to  an  apothecary  means  dispensing  and  compound- 
ing and  vending  medicines.  Suppose,  he  said,  the  apothe- 
cary is  out  visiting  his  patients  and  a  customer  presents 
himself  at  the  surgery.  Is  it  to  be  argued  that  the  assistant 
is  not  entitled  to  dispense  and  sell  the  medicine  required 
until  the  principal  returns  ?  If  that  were  so,  the  business 
of  an  apothecary  could  not  be  carried  on  at  all.  The  quali- 
fication of,  the  assistant  is  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  that 
part  of  the  business.  He  is  in  the  position  of  ex-principal ; 
and  if  an  assistant  be  qualified  as  a  compounder  and  a 
skilled  person,  how  would  his  skill  and  competence  be 
affected  by  the  absence  of  his  principal  ?  If,  therefore,  he 
is  entitled,  as  he  undoubtedly  is,  to  act  as  assistant  to  an 
apothecary  (with  his  medical  qualifications),  surely  he  is 
entitled  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  anyone.  In  this  case 
defendant  was  assistant  to  a  drug  company.  Another 
alternative  was  that  he  also  assisted  the  registered  chemist 
employed  by  the  company.  There  is  one  fully  qualified 
man  in  the  business  of  the  company.  He  needs  an  assistant 
just  as  much  as  a  licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society 
when  on  his  rounds.  The  fully  qualified  chemist  cannot  be 
in  two  places  at  once,  and  defendant,  who  is  a  legally 
qualified  assistant,  helps  him  in  his  work.  If  defendant 
is  entitled  to  be  assistant  to  an  apothecary  he  is  equally 
entitled  to  be  assistant  to  a  chemist,  for  the  position  of 
assistant  to  an  apothecary  is  a  much  more  responsible  one 
than  that  of  assistant  to  a  mere  compounder  of  drugs. 

REPLY  AND  DECISION. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  a  brief  reply,  said  the  statute  had 
decided  what  the  proper  qualification  is  to  enable  a  man 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  to  sell  poisons. 
Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  states  definitely  that  no 
one  "  shall  sell  or  keep  open  shop"  unless  qualified  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  offence  in  the  case  under  con- 
sideration was  "  selling,"  and  his  friend's  argument  did  not 
touch  that  point  at  all.  Moreover,  his  argument  did  not 
go  far  enough,  for  if  it  were  right  for  defendant  to  sell 
poisons  he  was  also  qualified  to  do  all  the  other  things  under 
Section  15.  He  would  then  be  entitled  to  own,  run,  and 
control  a  business. 

The  Judge  :  He  does  that  in  fact,  does  he  not,  in  the  name 
of  this  company  ? 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  he  would  not  enter  into  the  relative 
merits  of  the  examinations.  It  was  certainly  news  to  him 
that  there  was  friction  between  the  Apothecaries'  Society 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Upton,  interposing,  said  the  suggestion  came  from 
him.  It  occurred  to  him  in  argument,  and  he  alone  was 
responsible  for  it. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  the  Apothecaries' 
Society  held  two  examinations — one  for  qualification  to  act 
as  an  apothecary  and  the  other  to  act  as  assistant  to  an 
apothecary.  _  He  (counsel)  knew  of  no  statutory  authority 
for  the  certificate  put  in  on  behalf  of  defendant,  as  the 
words  of  the  Act  are  "  to  act  as  assistant  to  an  apothecary." 
It  is  singular,  he  added,  that  Section  17  of  the  Apothecaries 
Act  is  the  only  provision  that  has  ever  existed  regarding 
dispensing  and  compounding.  So  to-day  anyone  may  legally 
dispense  or  compound,  except  for  an  apothecary  ;  an  apothe- 
cary must  employ  an  assistant  who  has  undergone  a  certain 
examination.  But  the  Pharmacy  Act  has  made  it  quite  clear 
that  no  one  can  keep  open  shop  or  sell  poisons  unless  he  be  a 
registered  chemist  or  an  apothecary.  Defendant  is  neither. 
He  does  not  act  as  assistant  to  a  licensed  apothecarv.  He  is, 
in  fact,  a  limited  company— an  assistant  to  himself.  With 


regard  to  the  company  question,  his  friend  had  said  that  the 
Society  could  always  hit  through  the  actual  seller,  but,  as 
the  Society  too  often  found  the  poison  is  sold  by  an  errand- 
boy,  the  Society  gets  judgment  against  the  boy  for  5!.,  and 
that  is  all  they  do  get.  With  regard  to  the  "business" 
of  an  apothecary,  that  point  had  been  decided  in  the  Scotch 
courts.  The  unqualified  assistant  to  a  doctor  who  kept  an 
open  shop  was  fined  for  selling  poisons.  The  decision  was 
appealed  against,  on  the  ground  that  such  procedure  was 
interference  with  the  business  of  a  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner.   The  High  Court  held  that  it  was  not. 

Judge  Emden  said  it  had  been  proved  that  the  defendant 
sold  the  poison,  and  that  thereby  he  made  himself  liable  to 
a  penalty.  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  prove  that  because 
defendant  had  the  qualification  of  Apothecaries'  Assistant 
he  was  exempt,  but  that  was  not  sufficient  in  his  view  to 
entitle  defendant  to  exemption.  The  qualification  was  for 
an  assistant  to  a  legally  qualified  apothecary  and  nothing 
else.  The  "business"  of  an  apothecary  referred  to  in  the 
Act  did  not  affect  the  matter,  and  could  not,  in  his  judg- 
ment, be  made  to  apply  to  outside  businesses.  There  was 
no  doubt  the  law  required  to  be  put  on  a  more  equitable 
basis  as  regards  companies;  and  a  man,  such  as  defendant, 
who  carried  on  business  as  a  one-man  company  should  be  in 
the  same  legal  position  and  subject  to  the  same  restrictions 
as  a  qualified  man.  Fortunately,  in  this  case  the  defendant 
could  not  escape,  as  he  brought  himself  within  the  scope  of 
Section  15  by  being  the  actual  seller.  There  would  be  a 
penalty  of  51. 

A  lengthy  argument  between  counsel  and  his  Honour 
eventually  resulted  in  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  being  awarded  costs 
on  the  higher  scale. 


Merchandise-marks  Act. 

A  Question  of  Label. 
At  Worship  Street  Police  Court  on  December  9,  Messrs. 
Alexander  Riddle  &  Co.,  36  and  38  Commercial  Street.  E.C., 
were  summoned  for  having  sold  a  bottle  of  wine  consisting  of 
Tarragona  port  blended  with  wine  produced  from  other 
matter  to  which  a  false  trade-description  was  applied.  The 
label  on  the  bottle  was  "Tarragona  port  blended  with  a 
British-made  wine  produced  from  the  finest  foreign  grapes." 
The  evidence  was  that  the  wine  was  a  mixture  of  the  finest 
Tarragona  port  with  a  wine  made  in  this  country  from 
currants  grown  in  Greece.  The  blend  cost  Is.  ll^d.  per  gal., 
and  was  sold  at  Is.  or  1.?.  Id.  per  quart  bottle.  The  Magis- 
trate ruled  that  the  label  was  not  a  false  trade-description, 
the  only  doubtful  word  being  "finest."  The  defendants 
were  allowed  ten  guineas  costs. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  Birmingham  Police  Court  on  December  8,  James  W. 
Coslett,  chemist,  17  Jamaica  Row.  was  summoned  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  which  contained  only  39  per  cent  of  the 
amount  of  camphor  prescribed  by  the  B.P.  Defendant 
attributed  the  deficiency  to  an  accident.  While  he  was 
making  the  oil  a  man  came  into  his  shop  who  had  cut  his 
hand,  and  defendant  had  to  render  first  aid.  The  camphor 
must  have  evaporated  during  this  period.  He  was  making 
it  by  the  hot  process  because  it  was  quicker.  A  fine  of  11., 
and  costs,  was  imposed. 

William  Newport  Whiting.  100  Sherlock  Street,  was  sum- 
moned for  a  similar  offence,  though  in  this  instance  the  oil 
contained  only  66  per  cent,  of  the  proper  quantity  of  cam- 
phor. Inspector  Jones  purchased  ten  penny  bottles  of  oil 
from  defendant's  shop,  and  for  purposes  of  analysis  poured 
the  lot  into  one  bottle.  Defendant  said  he  bought  the  oil 
from  King's,  Dale  End.  It  was  invoiced  to  him  as  cam- 
phorated oil,  and  he  sold  it  as  such.  Inspector  Jor.es  in- 
formed the  Court  that  he  purchased  a  dozen  bottles  from 
King's,  and  the  contents  were  genuine.  Defendant  was  fined 
20*'.,  and  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

A  Chemist's  Wife  Injured. 
At  Marylebone  County  Court  on  December  13,  Mrs.  E. 
Davies,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  Davies,  chemist  and  drug- 
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gist,  of  194  Holland  Park  Avenue,  W.,  sued  Messrs.  Geo. 
Wilcox  &  Sons,  florists,  fruiterers,  and  greengrocers,  for 
damages  in  respect  of  injuries  to  Mrs.  Davies  by  being 
knocked  down  by  defendants'  van.  After  hearing  the  evi- 
dence Judge  Selfe  gave  judgment  for  the  defendants.  Costs 
were  not  asked  for. 

Alleged  Inaccurate  Dispensing. 
In  the  Arbroath  Sheriff  Court  on  Wednesday,  December  13, 
the  case  Mill  v.  Burn,  in  which  it  is  alleged  that  strychnine 
was  wrongfully  dispensed  in  syrup  of  codeine  by  defender 
for  a  child  of  pursuer,  was  again  mentioned,  and  the 
solicitor  for  defender  asked  his  lordship  to  ordain  that  an 
analysis  of  the  medicine  as  dispensed  should  be  made  by  an 
independent  analyst.  He  mentioned  that  two  analyses  had 
already  been  made  locally,  but  that  these  had  been  directed 
merely  to  the  finding  of  strychnine.  Defender  wished  that 
the  medicine  should  be  fully  tested  for  codeine  as  well  as 
for  strychnine.  Pursuer's  agent  consented  to  this  being 
done,  and  Sheriff  Lee  ordered  the  analysis  to  be  made  by 
Mr.  Tatlock,  of  Messrs.  Tatlock  &  Thomson,  city  analysts, 
Glasgow.  In  order  that  the  skilled  witnesses  who  are  to  be 
called  may  have  an  opportunity  of  perusing  the  analysis 
when  completed,  hearing  of  proof  was  deferred  until  next 
month. 

A  Rat-killer  Company. 
At  the  Southwark  County  Court  on  December  7,  before 
Judge  Addison,  K.C.,  William  Cassells,  Superintendent  of 
the  Aerated  Bread  Co.,  sought  to  recover  100Z.  from  Charles 
J.  Fauvel,  Borough  High  Street,  money  paid  for  certain 
shares  in  Rat  and  Vermin  Extermination,  Ltd.,  and  rescis- 
sion of  a  contract  to  purchase  the  shares.  Alternatively  the 
plaintiff  claimed  the  100?.  on  the  ground  that  there  had  been 
a  total  failure  of  consideration.  It  was  stated  that  a  man 
named  Stanton  possessed  a  secret  process  for  the  sanitary 
extermination  of  rats,  and  as  a  result  of  it  being  used  in 
some  of  the  depots  of  the  Aerated  Bread  Co.,  which  were 
overrun  with  rats,  the  plaintiff  came  into  touch  with  the 
defendant.  The  defendant,  it  was  alleged,  represented  that 
he  had  an  agreement  with  Stanton  to  take  over  the  secret 
process  from  him,  and  he  intended  to  register  an  English 
company  called  Rat  and  Vermin  Extermination,  Ltd., 
and  work  the  secret  process  under  the  supervision  of  Stanton. 
The  plaintiff  on  the  representations  made  to  him  agreed  to 
take  up  250  preference  and  250  deferred  shares  for  281?.  5s. 
and  a  seat  on  the  board,  and  of  that  sum  he  paid  to  the 
defendant  100?.  The  company  never  went  to  allotment, 
and  another  company,  called  Raticide,  Ltd.,  was  formed 
which  had  Stanton  for  its  managing  director.  The  defence 
was  that  Rat  and  Vermin  Extermination,  Ltd.,  had 
been  registered  and  had  possession  of  Stanton's  secret  pro- 
cess, which  was  locked  up  safely  in  a  bank.  Stanton  had 
left  the  company,  but  the  defendant  knew  nothing  about 
Raticide,  Ltd.  The  company  is  still  in  existence,  and 
would  in  due  time  go  to  allotment,  when  the  plaintiff  could 
have  his  shares  and  would  be  expected  to  perform  the  rest 
of  his  contract  by  paying  over  the  181?.  5s.  which  he  owed. 
The  hearing  was  adjourned. 

Throat  Pastilles. 
The  case  of  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  v.  Axe 
stood  in  the  list  of  the  Lancashire  Chancery  Court  at  St. 
George's  Hall,  Liverpool,  on  Monday,  December  11.  Mr. 
Rutherford  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Whitley  of  Pool)  said 
this  was  a  motion  for  judgment  which  came  on  rather 
peculiarly.  When  the  action  was  commenced  defendant 
entered  an  appearance  demanding  statement  of  claim.  This 
was  delivered  immediately,  and  subsequently  a  letter  came 
from  the  defendant's  solicitor  that  he  was  willing  to  consent 
to  the  injunction  asked  for  in  the  action.  The  injunction 
which  plaintiffs  sought  was  to  restrain  the  defendant  from 
passing  off  pastilles  not  made  or  manufactured  by  the  plain- 
tiffs as  pastilles  made,  manufactured,  or  sold  by  the  plaintiffs 
and  known  as  "  Evans'  Antiseptic  Throat  Pastilles,"  and  the 
plaintiffs  asked  for  an  inquiry  as  to  damages.  The  defen- 
dant's solicitor  suggested  that  the  matter  should  be  settled 
on  the  motion  for  judgment  and  that  one  counsel  should 
appear  for  plaintiffs  and  defendant.  He  (Mr.  Rutherford) 
had  pointed  out  that  this  was  not  the  usual  practice,  and 
under  these  circumstances  defendant  did  not  then  appear. 
Notice  of  motion  had  been  served.    Mr.  Rutherford  sub- 


mitted that  defendant's  solicitor's  letter  was  an  admission 
within  the  rules  entitling  plaintiffs  to  their  injunction, 
damages,  and  costs. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  said  if  Mr.  Rutherford  would  pro- 
duce to  the  Registrar  a  consent  brief  from  the  other  side  he 
could  take  any  judgment  for  injunction  that  he  liked,  with 
an  order  for  an  inquiry  as  to  damages  and  for  the  costs.  If 
a  consent  brief  could  not  be  obtained  a  fresh  notice  of 
motion  could  be  served  on  the  default  of  the  defendant  in 
delivering  a  defence  which  had  taken  place  since  the  notice 
of  motion  was  served. 

The  defendant  subsequently  caused  a  consent  brief  to  be 
produced  to  the  Registrar,  and  upon  it  the  court  granted 
the  injunction  sought  for  restraining  the  defendant,  his 
servants,  agents,  and  workmen,  from  selling  or  offering  for 
sale,  disposing  of,  or  passing  off,  or  attempting  to  sell,  offer 
for  sale,  dispose  of,  or  pass  off  pastilles  not  made  or  manu- 
factured by  the  plaintiffs  as  pastilles  made,  manufactured, 
or  sold  by  the  plaintiffs  and  known  as  ' '  Evans'  Antiseptic 
Throat  Pastilles."  The  Court  further  directed  an  inquiry  as 
to  damages  which  may  have  been  sustained  by  the  plaintiffs, 
to  whom  costs  were  awarded. 


2>eefcs  of  arrangement 


Talintyre,  William  John,  144  Stroud  Green  Road,  N. 
Chemist. — Trustee,  George  M.  White,  14  Old  Jewry 
Chambers,  E.C.,  C.A.  Dated,  December  2 ;  filed,  Decem- 
ber 8.  Liabilities  unsecured,  449/.  9s.  8(7. ;  estimated  net 
assets,  382?.  10s.  Assignment  upon  trust,  etc.,  one  cash 
creditor  agreeing  to  stand  aside.  The  following  are 
scheduled  as  creditors:  W.  Edwards  &  Sons.  London 
(100/.) :  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  (61?.)  ;  Meggeson  &  Co., 
Ltd..  London  (13?.)  ;  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  London  (25?.) : 
Marion  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  (14?.) ;  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney,  Ltd.,  London  (16?.) ;  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  & 
Thompson,  Ltd.,  London  (16?.) ;  C.  R.  F airman,  London 
(20?.) ;  Yates  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London  (40?.)  ;  Mrs.  G.  F. 
Talintyre,  Stockton-on-Tees  (25?.). 

Taylor,  Samuel,  62  High  Street,  Weston  -  super  -  Mare, 
Chemist. — Trustee.  George  White,  14  Old  Jewry  Cham- 
bers, E.C,  C.A.  Dated,  December  1;  filed,  December  7. 
Secured  creditors,  48?.  2s.  6(7.  ;  liabilities  unsecured, 
1.195?.  9s.  10f7.  :  estimated  net  assets,  4847.  15s.  6(7.  Com- 
position of  7s.  6(7.  in  the  pound,  payable  by  six  equal  quar- 
terly instalments  commencing  January  19,  1906,  secured 
bv  two  sureties  and  by  an  assignment  upon  trust,  etc. 
The  following  are  creditors  :  Davy,  Hill  &  Co..  London 
(14?.) ;  Lynch  &  Co..  Ltd.,  London  (27?.)  ;  Wright,  Lay- 
man &  Umney,  Ltd.,  London  (27?.) ;  Evans  Lescher  & 
Webb.  London  (63?.);  F.  Schutze  &  Co..  London  (25?.); 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  London  (13?.).;  Butler  &  Crispe, 
London  (42?.) ;  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  London  (39?.) ; 
Dr.  Vernon.  London  (10?.)  ;  D.  &  W.  Gibbs.  Ltd.,  London 
(12?.)  ;  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London  (42?.)  ;  J.  &  D. 
Macnair  &  Co.,  Glasgow  (12?.);  Blyton,  Astlev  &  Co., 
Manchester  (12?.);  S.  Smith.  Ramsgato  (250?.)  ;  'Huntley 
&  Carnes,  Weston-super-Mare  (20?.) ;  A.  M.  Gibbs, 
Weston-super-Mare  (10?.). 


(Sa3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Elkington,  E.  A.,  and  Kitcbin,  P.,  Newport,  Salop,  general 

medical  practitioners. 
Hansard,  C  F.,  and  Hansard,  A..,  under  the  style  of  G.  F. 

&  A.    Hansard,    Merthyr  Tydfil  and  Swansea,  aerated, 

water  manufacturers. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Oedfh. 
Thurston,  Frederick,  Ipswich,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
Adjudications. 

Gee,   John    Edward,  Leek,   Staffordshire,  mineral-water 
manufacturer. 

Mather,  George,  trading  as  Mather  &  Co.,  South  Shields, 
mineral- water  manufacturer. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 
England,  Richard,  carrying  on  business  as  R.  England  k,  Co.- 
Mark  Lane,  E.G.,  and  Woodford,  Essex,  chemical-merchant— 
discharge  suspended  for  two  years  ending  Novembc  r  9,  1907 
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Bankruptcies  anb  failures. 

Be  Richard  Kingston,  Kildare  and  Monasterevan,  Phar- 
maceutical Chemist.  Among  the  creditors  in  this  failure  arc 
Wm.  George,  Dublin,  1507.  ;  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin, 
567.  9s. ;  Allen  &  Haiiburys,  Ltd.,  London,  567.  2s.  bd.  ;  Hoyto 
&  Son,  Dublin,  437.  Vis.  2d.;  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin, 
30/.  4s.  1(7. ;  McMasters,  Hodgson  &  Co.,  Dublin,  287  lbs.  5d.  ; 
Crown  Perfumery  Co.,  London,  257.  2s.  9d. ;  F.  Newbery  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  London,  177.  0s.  9d.  ;  O'Loughlan,  Murphy  & 
Bolond,  Dublin,  127.  16s. ;  Harman,  Ltd.,  Dublin,  117.  Is.  5rf, 

Be  Robekt  Townshend,  carrying  on  business  as  a  Chemist 
and  Dentist  at  28  Old  Market  Street,  Bristol.— Debtor  was 
again  examined  at  the  Bristol  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Decem- 
ber 8,  and  said  that  since  the  receiving  order  he  had  only 
received  about  117.,  which  he  had  not  handed  over  to  the 
Official  Receiver.  This  money  was  for  property  sold  some 
time  ago,  and  he  did  not  think  it  belonged  to  the  estate.  He 
was  told  that  he  must  refund  the  money,  and  the  examination 
was  adjourned. 

Be  John  Crisp,  24  Wellington  Road,  Birmingham,  carry- 
ing on  business  at  136  Bomsgrove  Street,  Birmingham,  under 
the  style  of  John  Crisp  &  Co. — The  public  examination  of  this 
bankrupt  took  place  at  Birmingham  County  Court  on  Decem- 
ber 11.  The  liabilities  amount  to  4,8537.,  and  there  is  a  de- 
ficiency of  4,0647.  In  1900  debtor  became  connected  with  the 
Progress  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists,  Fazeley  Street.  He  was 
engaged  at  about  37.  a  week;  but  when  the  business  was 
formed  into  a  company  he  was  made  manager.  The  Progress 
Co.  paid  no  dividend.  Bankrupt  mentioned  that  a  fire 
occurred  at  the  company's  works,  which  caused  a  laugh,  in 
■which  Mr.  Crisp  joined.  Ho  was  rebuked  by  the  Registrar. 
Bankrupt  stated  that  half  the  amount  claimed,  about  4507., 
was  accepted  as  liability.  That  money  was  paid  into  the  bank 
and  disbursed  among  the  creditors.  When  his  connection 
•ceased  with  the  Progress  Co.,  bankrupt  went  intp  business  as 
a  provision  merchant,  and  the  Official  Receiver  reminded  him 
that  during  nine  months'  trading  he  had  lost  at  the  rate  of 
377.  a  week.  He  denied  that  he  had  been  trading  in  a  reckless 
way.    The  examination  was  adjourned. 


Grafce  IRotes. 


"  The  Good  Neighbour"  is  this  week  seasonably  figured 
in  the  advertisement  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Haywood,  Nottingham. 

The  Tasmanian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Co.,  Ltd..  have  re- 
moved their  offices  and  warehouses  from  138  Leadenhall 
Street,  E.G.,  to  Wagner  Street,  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E. 

Any  Retailer  who  has  not  a  sufficient  stock  of  perfumes 
for  Christmas  will  be  interested  in  the  selections  offered  by 
Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay.  Ltd.,  Birmingham. 

Messrs.  Francis  Newbery  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  make  a  little 
correction  in  regard  to  the  papyrole  samples  inserted  in  their 
1905  price-list,  for  which  see  their  advertisement. 

Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd.,  who 
this  week  removed  from  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E.C.,  to 
Devon  Wharf,  Emmott  Street,  Mile  End,  inform  us  that 
their  new  telephone  is  215  Eastern. 

The  International  Bottle  Co.,  19  St.  Dunstan's  Hill, 
London,  E.C.,  send  us  a  seasonable  souvenir  in  the  shape  of 
a  handsome  paper-knife  made  of  celluloid,  the  handle  of 
which  is  a  Minerva  head  with  nut-brown  hair. 

Ointment-making  was  a  feature  in  Messrs.  John  Bell  & 
Co.'s  business  before  the  firm  embarked  on  the  wholesale, 
and  now  they  have  advanced  this  galenical  branch  so  that 
they  offer  Bell's  milled-ointments  in  free  tins  suitable  for 
all  buyers.    Our  subscribers  can  get  samples  on  application. 

The  Bodie  Electric  Drug  Co.,  163  Blackfriars  Road, 
London,  S.E.,  as  manufacturers  of  Dr.  Walford  Bcdie's 
electric  remedies,  call  attention  in  our  advertisement-pages 
this  week  to  the  fact  that  they  are  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  and 
invite  chemists  to  co-operate  with  them  in  the  distribution 
of  these  goods  to  the  public. 

A  Nice  Christmas  Present  for  a  chemist  and  druggist, 
or  apprentice  or  assistant  to  one,  is  a  copy  of  "  The  Art  of 
Dispensing,"  or  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  bound  in 
morocco  leather.  The  first-named,  thus  bound,  is  8  s.,  and 
the  second  12s.  6d..  both  being  obtainable  from  the  C.  <£■  D. 
Offices,  42  Cannon  Street,  Lonslon,  E.C 

New  Remedies. — The  new  wholesale  list  of  Messrs.  W. 
Martindale,  10  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.,  contains  several 


novelties.  Amongst  them  is  tylmarol  (a  coumaric  deriva- 
tive), alphozone  tablets,  alypin  tablets,  antivolat,  and 
histogenol.  The  list  still  shows  evidences  of  the  vigorous 
forward  policy  which  has  characterised  its  previous  issues. 

Christmas  Greeting  Postcards. — Messrs.  Houghtons, 
Ltd.,  88  and  89  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  call  our  attention  to 
the  "Holborn"  sensitised  gaslight  postcards,  which  have 
on  the  front  a  Christmas  greeting,  whilst  the  back  of  the 
card  is  sensitised  arid  can  be  used  for  printing  frsm  any 
negative.  Packets  of  twelve  cards  sell  at  9c?.,  and  packets 
of  P.O. P.  cards,  also  with  Christmas  greetings,  sell  at  6d. 

Tin  Boxes. — Messrs.  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds, 
issue  a  price-list  of  their  tin-box-making  department,  which 
shows  that  they  make  a  very  large  variety  of  tin  boxes 
suited  for  the  many  purposes  to  which  these  useful  con- 
tainers are  put.  The  tins  are  made  in  several  shapes — 
round,  square,  oblong,  and  oval — and  also  with  lever  lids. 
Our  subscribers  should  write  for  a  copy  of  the  list  we 
refer  to. 

My  Lady  Nicotine. — The  peace  and  good  will  incidental 
to  the  season  require  a  good  cigar  (we  are  speaking 
to  male  persons)  for  consummation.  To  that  end  Messrs. 
Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C.,  offer  in 
our  advertisement  pages  this  week  a  selection  of  "weeds" 
from  Borneo.  Manilla,  Havannah,  India,  and  elsewhere, 
which  chemists  with  a  tobacco-trade  may  find  it  profitable 
to  handle. 

This  tiny  engraving  is  exactly  half  the  size  of  the  packet 
which  holds  one  "Tabloid"  sanitary  towel.  There  are 
four  sizes,  two  going  into 
packages  |-  in.  deep  and  the 
others  1^  in.  deep.  The 
material  is  well  suited  for 
the  purpose,  being  highly 
absorbent  and  soft.  They 
are  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Lorimer's  List.— The  new  illustrated  price-list  just 
issued  by  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Britannia  Row, 
Islington,  N.,  is  as  well  printed  and  as  beautifully  illus- 
trated as  any  of  its  predecessors.  Especially  in  the  domain 
of  packed  specialities— chemists'  own-name  goods— Lorimer 
&  Co.  have  been  well  known  to  the  trade  for  years.  The 
inclusion  of  several  new  lines  in  this  and  other  departments 
demonstrates  the  ever-progressing  tendency  of  the  company, 
and  the  modern  chemist  at  home  and  abroad  will  find  much 
in  the  new  list  to  interest  him. 

Messrs.  S.  Maw  Son  &  Sons  intimate  that  their  estab- 
lishment. 7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  will  be  closed 
on  December  23,  25,  and  26,  and  on  December  29  and  30. 
We  observe  that  the  firm  have  added  three  "modern  phar- 
macies" to  their  already  extensive  list,  having  just  com- 
pleted the  fittings  for  Mr.  F.  Atkinson,  who  has  commenced 
business  at  Ashtead,  Surrey,  and  also  shipped  coniplete  sets 
of  fittings  for  two  new  pharmacies  in  South  Africa  for  Mr. 
F.  Ingram  and  Mr.  M.  Walker-Pole,  of  Braamfontein. 
Johannesburg.  They  have  recently  completed  high-class 
shop-fittings  for  Spratt's  Patent,  Ltd.'s.  new  premises  in 
Regent  Street,  W. 


Business  Cbanocs. 


A  new  chemist's  business  is  about  to  be  opened  by  Mr. 
Pym  in  Taff  Street.  Pontypridd. 

The  Timothy  White  Co..  Ltd..  have  opened  a  new  branch 
business  at  63  High  Street.  Exeter. 

Mr.  Albert  Edward  Bennett,  chemist  and  druggist, 
149  Elliott  Street,  Tyldesley.  Lancashire,  has  disposed  of 
his  business  to  Mr.  Isaac  Stout,  of  the  same  place. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Hickson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  recently 
opened  a  new  pharmacy  at  Stanton  Hill,  Mansfield.  Mr. 
Hickson  was,  until  recently,  with  Messrs.  Bradley  & 
Bourdas,  Belgravia. 

Mr.  Ralph  M.  Ling,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Cromer, 
has  acquired  the  business  of  chemist  and  stationer  formerly 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Edwin  J.  Denney,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  in  the"  Market  Place,  North  Walsham.  Norfolk. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted.,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
Gnly  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


Earliest  Use  of  ^Ethiops  Mineral. 

Sir, — In  the  C.  Jc  D.  of  September  2  last  there  is  an  in- 
teresting notice  of  Turquet  de  May  erne,  who  is  generally 
credited  with  being  the  discoverer  of  ^Ethiops  mineral  {vide 
Kopp,  "  Geschichte  dcr  Chemie,"  iv.  186).  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  that  at  least  five  centuries  earlier  the 
method  of  preparation  of  the  black  sulphide  of  mercury  was 
known  in  India,  and  it  was  extensively  prescribed  as  a 
medicine  for  internal  administration  (vide  my  "  History  of 
Hindu  Chemistry,"  Intro,  lix ;  also  pp.  32,  34).  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  Hermann  Scheleuz  in  his  recent  valuable 
work  ("Geschichte  der  Pharmazie,"  pp.  58  and  493)  has 
given  prominence  to  this  fact.         Yours  faithfully, 

P.  Chandra  Ray. 

Presidency  College,  Calcutta,  November  23. 

Chemists  and  Parliament. 
Sir,— I  am  greatly  obliged  to  "  Xrayser  "  for  his  clear 
statement  in  your  issue  of  this  week  of  the  Federation's 
position  with  regard  to  the  Parliamentary  representation  of 
pharmacy.  In  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said  and  written, 
one  has  still  to  contend  with  a  great  deal  of  misunderstand- 
ing. Only  this  week  the  old  objection  that  the  Federation 
is  trying  to  induce  pharmacists  to  put  aside  their  political 
convictions  for  the  sake  of  the  interests  of  their  calling  has 
been  once  more  raised.  On  the  contrary,  the  proposal  to 
obtain  a  direct  representative  or  representatives  of  phar- 
macy in  the  House  of  Commons  would  obviate  any  apparent 
necessity  for  such  action.  Your  contributor,  in  common 
with  others,  suggests  that  the  Federation  is  too  late  for  the 
present  election.  This  is  partially  true ;  but  matters  are 
more  advanced  than  is  generally  thought,  and  if  all  the 
Associations  would  show  similar  activity  to  that  displayed 
by  the  North  Kent  Association,  the  task  of  the  executive 
would  be  very  much  lightened.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  ex- 
ecutive have,  within  the  last  few  days,  approached  two  phar- 
macists, both  of  whom  are  in  touch  with  the  highest  authori- 
ties of  their  respective  political  parties,  which  broadly 
represent  the  great  divisions  of  political  thought,  with  a 
view  to  their  contesting  seats  at  the  forthcoming  election,  it 
being  felt  that  if  they  saw  their  way  to.  do  this  the  pecuniary 
difficulties  might  be  overcome.  Unfortunately,  neither  of 
them  is  in  a  position  at  the  moment  to  undertake  the  enter- 
prise, but  one  at  least  will,  in  all  probability,  be  ready  to 
seize  the  first  opportunity  which  may  arise  in  the  future, 
either  in  the  shape  of  a  by-election  or  otherwise.  It  there- 
fore behoves  pharmacists  to  at  once  take  steps  to 
organise  a  fund,  either  paid  up  or  guaranteed,  which 
could  be  drawn  upon  at  a  few  days'  notice.  Mr.  Feaver 
Clarke  has  actually  collected  some  money  from  the 
members  of  the  North  Kent  Association,  and  proposes  to 
pay  this  into  the  Federation  account,  which  stands  in  my 
name  at  the  Exeter  branch  of  the  National  Provincial  Bank 
of  England.  Other  amounts  can  be  treated  similarly,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  definite  guarantees  from  individuals 
or  societies.  It  is  not  proposed,  however,  that  the  Federa- 
tion shall  administer  the  fund.  As  soon  as  it  attains  to 
adequate  proportions,  it  is  proposed  to  invest  it  in  the 
names  of  trustees,  who  would  be  chosen  from  men  eminent 
in  the  pharmaceutical  world,  and  whose  names  would  inspire 
confidence.  These  trustees  would  probably  be  elected  at  a 
meeting  of  the  subscribers  called  for  that  purpose.  In  the 
meantime  the  Federation  is  not  inactive,  and  a  letter  will  be 


sent  at  once  to  all  candidates  for  seats  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  chemists  interested, 
as  I  am  compiling  a  complete  Parliamentary  register,  and 
wish  to  include  in  it  a  correspondent  for  each  constituency. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
100  Fore  Street,  Exeter.  H.  Wiitell  Gadd. 

Public  Dispensers. 

Sir, — "  A.  S.  A.'s  "  letter  in  your  last  issue  needs  so  much 
elucidation  that  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin.  The  conv- 
plaint  I  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was 
that  dispensing  appointments  under  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  open  to  candidates  who  are  not  qualified  chemists. 
This  is  an  undoubted  fact  and  should  be  perfectly  clear  to 
everyone  conversant  with  the  conditions  of  public  dispens- 
ing appointments.  "  A.  S.  A."  refers  to  chemists  qualified 
cither  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  or  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society ;  he  surely  must  be  aware  that  the  title  "  chemist  "  in 
this  connection  is  restricted  to  holders  of  the  latter  Society's- 
certificate.  Again,  he  says  that  he  holds  the  Minor  Diploma, 
of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries;  it  would  be  instructive  to 
learn  what  is  the  Major  diploma  of  that  ancient  and  august 
Society,  or  am  I  not  quite  up  to  date  ?  I  know,  of  course, 
what  he  means,  but  the  term  is  somewhat  misleading.  Per- 
sonally I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  the  term  "  Minor,"  as 
applied  to  the  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
omitted,  but  I  was  somewhat  amused  to  find  that  "  A.  S.  A." 
had  annexed  it.  Of  what  does  your  correspondent  imagine 
the  L.G.B.  is  composed,  when  he  remarks  that  there  are  at 
present  no  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  i.3ciety  on  that 
Board?  Does  he  suppose  that  the  L.G.B.  is  an  elected  re- 
presentative body  like  the  L.C.C.,  M.A.B.,  etc.  ?  His  last 
paragraph  aims  at  precisely  the  same  objects  as  we  public 
dispensers  are  striving  for,  and  that  is  the  educating  of  the 
various  authorities  as  to  which  is  the  best  qualification  lor 
dispensers  in  their  service.  There  should  be  no  doubt  as- 
to  the  issue.  I  am,  sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Frederick  Noad  Clarke. 

Paddington  Infirmary,  Harrow  Road,  W., 
December  12. 

Bovril  and  Co-ops. 
Sir, — I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  dispute  between  Bovril, 
Ltd.,  and  the  Barnsley  chemists  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  your  readers.  It  is  surely  quite  time  that  chemists 
generally — and  those  in  particular  who  are  in  towns  where 
the  "  Co-op."  movement  is  strong — should  arouse  themselves- 
and  let  Bovril,  Ltd.,  know  that  the  preferential  treatment 
which  "  Co-ops."  enjoy  is  not  only  objectionable,  but  grossly- 
unjust,  and  must  cease.  The  chemists  in  the  mining  town 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  splendid  stand  they  have 
made  during  the  past  year,  but  it  is  hardly  likely  that  they 
are  all  millionaires,  and  as  Bovril,  Ltd.,  appear  to  have  got 
their  backs  up  it  is  certain  that  our  brother  pills  cannot 
fight  this  battle  alone.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  rest  of  us 
to  show  our  sympathy  with  them.  Bovril,  Ltd..  can,  no 
doubt,  swamp  all  the  chemists  in  one  small  provincial  town, 
but  if  those  in  such  places  as  Leeds,  St.  Helens,  Accrington, 
and  Burnley  will  start  selling  bovril  at  cost-price  as  a  pro- 
test against  the  allowance  of  a  "  divi."  by  co-operative 
societies  on  so-called  "protected"  goods,  I  think  the  com- 
pany will  soon  give  in.  One  wonders  whether  Taylor's- 
realise  that  they  are  fighting  the  "  Co-op. 's  "  battle;  also, 
what  the  shareholders  of  Bovril,  Ltd.,  will  have  to  say  to  a 
huge  gratis  distribution  of  their  article. 

Ajax.  (158/3.) 

Cutting  by  Protecting  Proprietors. 
Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  the   following  advertisement- 
cutting  for  the  perusal  of  your  subscribers  : 

Coupon  Order  Form.  |  This  coupon  entitles  you  to  six  large 
boxes  (4s.  6d.  size)  of  Vitaloids,  at  the  reduced  price  of  22$\Sd., 
if  this  form  be  posted  to  us  within  a  month  of  receipt  |  to 
Laboratory  Co.,  Oousord  Street,  Leeds,  j  Please  send  by  post 
six  large  boxes  of  Vitaloids  in  accordance  with  your  ( ffer  men- 
tioned above,  for  which  I  enclose  Postal  Order  for  22s.  6rf.  | 

Name         |  Full  address         |  Laboratory  Co.,  Concord  Street, 

Leeds. 

Upon  referring  to  the  "Anti-cutting  Record"  one  finds 
that  Vitaloids  are  "protected"  by  the  P.A.T.A. ;  the 
minimum  selling-price  is  As.  6d.  and  the  minimum  wholesale 
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rate  is  45.?.  per  dozen.  Manufacturers  who  handicap  busi- 
ness men  by  enforcing  a  minimum  selling-price  on  their 
goods  should  at  least  be  prepared  to  carry  out  the  restric- 
tions they  thrust  upon  others,  or  else  do  their  own  business 
direct  with  the  consumers,  and  refrain  from  inserting  "  of 
all  chemists "  in  their  advertisements.  But  those  manu- 
facturers who  first  tie  the  retailers  down  to  a  fixed  selling- 
price  and  then  deliberately  go  behind  the  retailers  and 
underquote  them  by  9s.  per  dozen  to  work  up  a  direct  trade, 

deserve — well   Even  the  P.A.T.A.  must  be  asleep  to 

allow  the  matter  to  go  on  unchecked.    Wake  up,  P.A.T.A.  ! 
Yours  faithfully, 

Rosebud.  (149/62.) 
Cut  Hates  of  Protected  Articles. 

Several  letters  on  this  subject  lie  before  us,  but  we  find 
our  space  unequal  to  them,  and  epitomise  the  statements 
made  by  the  writers  : 

Dulcamara  (151/46)  refers  to  the  recent  letters  of  ,"  Rad. 
Rhei  "  and  "Red  Robin"  re  stores  selling  P.A.T.A.  articles 
below  list  prices,  and  demands  an  official  reply  to  the  charges 
made  by  these  correspondents.  He  asserts  that  the  stores 
openly  defy  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  comments  on  the  inability  of 
that  organisation  to  bring  delinquents  to  book.  Ho  adds: 
"  It  is  entirely  beyond  human  endurance  for  the  would-be 
loyal  price-maintainer  to  wait  in  silence  for  these  matters  to 
be  adjusted,  and  he  gets  heartily  sick  of  the  daily  utterances 
against  his  prices  by  his  clientele,  especially  so.  when  he 
knows  that  their  remarks  about  his  wily  competitor  are  only 
too  true.  Then,  in  despair,  he  eventually  commences  to 
'  oblige  '  his  customers  in  the  vain  hope  of  regaining  their 
patronage." 

H.  E.  D.  (59/80)  wishes  the  attention  of  the  trade  to  bo 
called  to  a  list  of  prices  advertised  by  Mr.  Marshall,  qualified 
chemist,  59  Broad  Street,  Worcester,  in  a  local  paper. 
"H.  E.  D."  thinks  it  "a  pity  the  P.A.T.A.  and  manufac- 
turers cannot  help  chemists  in  this  matter."  The  prices  in- 
clude : 

Beecham's  Pills,  lOcZ. ;  Carter's  Pills,  lO^d. ;  Bile  Beans, 
ll^d. ;  Browne's  Chlorodync,  10^(7. ;  Cuticura  Soap,  9^(7.  ; 
Cuticura  Ointment,  2s. ;  Daisy  Powders,  lid.  ;  Dinneford's 
Magnesia,  9d. ;  Doan's  Pills,  2s. ;  Eno's  Salt,  Is.  %d.  ; 
Fellows'  Syrup,  2s.  9d. ;  Holloway's  Pills,  l%d.  ;  Iron  Ox, 
10i«Z.  ;  Seigel's  Syrup,  ll£c7.  ;  Odol    Is.  4c/. ;  Phosferine, 

I.  l£cZ.  ;  Rankin's  Ointment,  4£c?.  ;  Scott's  Emulsion,  lid.  ; 
Scott's  Pills,  W£d.;  Williams'  Pink  Pills,  2s.;  Wright's 
Coal-tar  soap,  3£rf. 

W.  T.  (33/7)  also  comments  upon  the  prices  adver- 
tised by  Wand's  Cash  Drug-stores,  Leicester.  These  include  : 
Congreve's  Elixir,  did. ;  Cuticura  Soap.  %d. ;  Cuticura  Oint- 
ment, 2s.  Id. ;  Dinneford's  Magnesia.  lOd. ;  Fellows'  Syrup, 
2s.  9|c?. ;  Woodward's  Gripe- water,  9d. 

We  may  again  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  cases  of 
cutting  below  fixed  prices  should  be  submitted  to  the 
responsible  persons — e.g.,  the  Secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.  or 
the  proprietors — who  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  refund  any 
outlay  that  their  correspondents  may  have  incurred,  as  by 
purchase,  to  prove  the  case. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,"  1906,  for  much  legal  information  about 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
ait'.cles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 

W.  F.  T.  (155/23). — A  draper  is  on  precisely  the  same  foot 
ing  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  per- 
fumes; both  are  permitted  to  sell  them  without  a  spirit- 
licence.  Please  read  paragraph  7  in  our  1906  Diary,  p.  280, 
from  which  you  will  observe  that  this  is  not  a  matter  which 
chemists  should  stir  up. 

G.  B.  (154/20). — A  20-per-cent.  solution  of  cocaine  hydro- 
chloride is  "  a  preparation  of  cocaine  "  within  the  meaning  of 
Part  2  of  the  Poisons  Schedule,  where  it  has  been  placed  on 
the  same  basis  as  preparations  of  morphine,  which  always 
have  been  regarded  as  including  preparations  of  morphine 
salts. 

TV.  J.  B.  (151/26).— The  Inland  Revenue  officer  who  pro- 
poses to  report  to  headquarters  that  jou  have  sold  a  dutiable 
corn-plaster  loose  at  Id.  is  probably  under  the  impression  that 
only  powders  and  pills  may  be  sold  in  that  manner  without 
duty,  whereas  the  charge  of  duty  cannot  be  applied  to  any 
medicine  which  is  not  sold  in  an  enclosure.  Some  dutiable 
articles  are  put  up  in  boxes,  and  each  article  is  enclosed  in  an 
envelope.  If  that  was  the  case  with  the  cornplastcr  which  ycu 
sold,  it  is  technically  liable  to  duty. 


A.  E.  M.  (154/57). — Inhabited-houce  duty  is  not  payable 
upon  business  premises  which  are  not  residential.  If  the 
notice  which  you  have  received  is  in  respect  to  your  shop,  you 
should  call  upon  the  Inland  Revenue  surveyor  and  explain  to 
him. 

E.  B.  (153/48). — The  exemption  as  to  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  remedies  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  include  prepara- 
tions to  which  the  name  of  a  person  in  the  possessive  case  is 
applied,  even  although  the  label  bears  a  reference  to  a  pub- 
lished formula  or  a  disclosure  as  to  the  principal  ingredients. 
The  terms  of  the  exemption  exclude  from  it  mixtures,  etc..  for 
which  any  occult  secret  or  art  for  the  mixing,  compounding, 
or  preparing  the  same  is  claimed,  and  it  is  obvious  that  many 
published  formula?  purposely  withhold  the  art  of  mixing. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


J.  B.  (146/20). — (1)  The  Polishing-powder  is,  as  you  sur- 
mise, powdered  silica,  the  trace  of  calcium  salts  is  but  an 
impurity.    (2)  Dry  Soap,  as  your  sample  : 


Powdered  cocoa-nut  oil  soap     ...  20  lbs. 

Powdered  soda    70  lbs. 

Refined  alkali    10  lbs. 

Mix. 


G.  B.  (142/50). — Soluble  Essences. — There  is  no  book  pub- 
lished devoted  entirely  to  this  subject.  The  most  practical 
information  is  that  contained  in  the  chapter  on  "  Beverages  " 
in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

J.  G.  (145/32). — Red  Murrain  Powder. — We  cannot  im- 
prove on  your  analysis,  and  should  say  that  the  saltpetre  is  the 
active  ingredient.    There  is  no  calomel  in  the  powder. 

Country  (142/69). — Boot-sole  Finish. — Your  samples  have  a 
composition  like  the  following,  except  that  the  dark  liquid  is 
coloured  with  a  larger  quantity  of  iron  peroxide : 

Pipeclay   2j  oz. 

Iron  peroxide    i  dr. 

Boric  acid   1  dr. 

Citronella  oil    5  drops 

Gelatin  ...       ...       ...       ...    li  dr. 

Water  10  oz. 

Soak  the  gelatin  in  the  water  until  soft,  add  tho  acid,  and 
dissolve  by  heat.  When  cold  add  the  liquid  to  the  other  in- 
gredients in  a  mortar,  taking  care  to  mix  gradually  so  as  to 
yield  a  smooth  product. 

C.  and  C.  (133/29). — Hutchinson's  Pills. — Wo  have  to 
thank  several  correspondents  for  sending  us  the  information 
that  these  pills  are  made  as  follows : 

Hyd.  c.  creta    gr.j. 

Pulv.  ipecac,  cq,   gr.j. 

Ft.  pil. 

In  this  connection  G.  W.  U.  (141/2)  writes  that  the  pill  is 
"  doubtless  from  the  prescription  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchin- 
son, the  well-known  Cavendish  Square  specialist.  I  do  not 
think  the  pill  has  become  a  '  proprietary  medicine  ' ;  at  least, 
my  experience  has  been  that  of  dispensing  tho  pill  from  pre- 
scriptions. Consequently,  I  have  not  known  the  same  to  be 
of  fixed  proportionate  composition,  the  quantities  of  the  hyd. 
c.  cret.  and  pulv.  opii  naturally  varying  according  to  the 
patient.  The  excipient  for  the  pill  is  ext.  gent,  or  is  some- 
times left  to  the  discretion  of  the  dispensing  chemist." 

M.  It.  C.  (147/37). — Health  Saline. — This  does  not  appear  to 
contain  Epsom  salt  or  Glauber's  salt.  Tho  following  is 
approximately  the  composition  of  your  sample : 

Sodium  bicarbonate         ...       ...  5oz. 

Tartaric  acid  4  oz. 

Sugar    4  oz. 

The  ingredients  must  bo  well  dried  separately  before  mixing 
together. 

Cym.ro  (21/16). — Confectionery  Colour. — Tho  sample  you 
send  is  methyl  orange.  It  should  be  used  in  the  form  of  solu- 
tion— 1  oz.  to  a  gallon  of  water. 

W.  E.  M.  (134/19). — Guinea-worm. — A  subscriber  refers  us 
to  Quain's  "  Dictionary  of  Medicine,"  where  the  treatment  of 
guinea-worm  (a  parasite  that  lodges  in  the  skin  of  the  foot  and 
legs)  is  stated  to  consist  of  injecting  a  few  drops  of  l-in-1000 
mercuric-chloride  solution  into  the  body  of  the  worm  if  it 
protrudes,  or  into  the  tissues  immediately  in  contact. 

W.  T.  B.  (129/13).— List  of  Elements— Most  books  on 
elementary  chemistry  (see  C.  &  D.  Diary)  give  tabular  lists  of 
elements  with  atomic  weights  and  symbols.  The  Pharma- 
copoeia gives  a  short  list. 
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A.  A.  0.  (138/4).  -Cahboi  iz  Tooth-powder. — The  kaolin  is 
mixed  with  the  kiesclguhr  in  the  recipe  given  in  the  C.  &  D., 
September  30,  p.  555,  with  the  idea  of  overcoming  the  woolli- 
ness  of  the  kieselguhr.  In  our  experience  the  proportion 
answers  well.  Ihe  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  should  read  half 
an  ounce. 

Vix  (132/68). — The  doses  for  children  of  Godfrey's  Cordial 
and  White  Mixture,  the  formulae  for  which  were  given  in  the 
C.  &  D.  Supplement  of  November  4,  are  as  follows  : 

Twelve  months  and  over  ...  30  drops 

Six  to  nine  months  ...  ■  ...  20  to  25  drops 
Under  six  months     ...       ...     5  to  10  drops 

F.  C.  H.  (18/26). — Killing  Dog. — Morphine  is  uncertain  in 
its  action  when  given  to  dogs,  and  strychnine  is  unsuitable 
on  accovint  of  the  torture  it  inflicts.  The  quickest  and  most 
trustworthy  poison  for  animals  is  Scheele's  hydrocyanic  acid. 
One  or  two  drachms  syringed  down  the  throat  of  the  dog  is 
fatal  in  less  than  a  minute. 

/.  P.  (11/12). — Why  did  you  not  write  about  the  analysis 
before?  You  may  be  sure  there  is  some  simple  explanation 
for  the  discrepancy. 


Xonoon  H)ruo  Stattatica. 


The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  sup- 
plied by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and 
deliveries  of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the 
London  public  warehouses  for  the  month  of  November,  1905, 
and  to  the  stocks  on  November  30  : 


November 

Stocks 

1905 

Landed 

Dehvd. 

1905 

1904 

Lmprtd. 

Dehvd. 

103 

125 

338 

716 

1 

1,100 

1,548 

— 

— 

— 

— 

291 

291 

425 

1,145 

7.660 

11  822 

13,118 

16.483 

Balsams  ...  cks,  etc. 

40 

102 

77 1 

610 

1  77 
III 

475 

54 

32 

235 

284 

628 

684 

513 

692 

249 

1,413 

6,433 

7  481 

Cardamoms 

291 

350 

1.774 

2  612 

4.469 

5,102 

Cinchona   ,, 

722 

1,618 

6,644 

6  519 

14,198 

13,681 

Cocculus  indicus  ,, 

93 

58 

125 

61 

344 

185 

839 

686 

24 

440 

733 

30 

320 

Dragon's-blood...  „ 

9 

93 

38 

242 

1E6 

Galls   ,, 

16 

189 

309 

1601 

2,266 

2,877 

Gums — 

Ammoniacum 

3 

5 

3 

4 

Animi    „ 

108 

119 

255 

447 

778 

1.000 

1,621 

1,330 

6,407 

6,671 

10,700 

12,171 

43 

117 

641 

344 

1,432 

1,073 

454 

185 

785 

1,145 

1,642 

1,S04 

7,459 

5  966 

16,190 

19,833 

54,788 

57  265 

194 

580 

1606 

1,777 

4,498 

5,120 

Galbanum  ...  „ 

3 

3 

Gamboge    „ 

1 

12 

8 

226 

232 

Guaiacum  ...  „ 

1 

1 

55 

62 

60 

66 

Kauri  ...  tons  net 

127 

279 

94^ 

1,008 

2,185 

2,122 

2 

72 

88 
18 

4 

18 

5 

5 

5 

26 

Myrrh,  E.I. 

3 

15 

48 

35 

2E6 

276 

Olibanum  ...  ,, 

56 

192 

1,573 

2,297 

2  069 

2.528 

52 

211 

567 

1.018 

1,060 

1.711 

Tragacanth...  ,, 

1,715 

1,458 

6,760 

2,584 

17,283 

14,537 

Ipecacuanha — 

308 

Matto  Grosso  ,, 

34 

14 

81 

208 

432 

10 

3 

40 

45 

33 

80 

Cartagena  ...  „ 

1 

1 

17 

35 

7 

22 

E.  I  

27 

7 

31 

39 

176 

193 

5 

138 

244 

125 

226 

Nux  vomica  ....pkgs 

827 

314 

68 

2,580 

2,320 

Oils— 

*  Aniseed,  star...  cs 

20 

54 

157 

314 

80 

210 

22 

102 

85 

225 

206 

67 

139 

245 

29S 

1,400 

1.434 

Coco-nut  ....  tons 

65 

109 

187 

77 

906 

905 

Olive       cks,  etc. 

93 

149 

449 

750 

1,984 

2,0c  6 

Palm  tons 

4 

33 

38 

2  943 

176.671 

210,108 

6,881 

38.72 L 

44 

73 

298 

272 

772 

723 

40 

49 

118 

168 

561 

603 

639 

789 

3,623 

3,037 

1  7.877 

7,231 

5,604 

5,050 

22.421 

37,071 

43  031 

67,^62 

282 

163 

404 

391 

1,677 

1.656 

Turmeric  tons 

49 

329 

492 

343 

393 

Wax,  bees'  pkgs 

487 

644 

1,595 

1.911 

6.402 

6,481 

,,  Japan  ,, 

104 

44 

103 

314 

623 

787 

Xonbon  Castorum  auction. 


*  Stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf,  li  d  Lion,  and  Bull  Wharf, 
and  Brewer's  Quay,  are  not  included. 

i  Includes  quantity  at  Bed  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves,  also  at 
the  Decks. 


!T\  HE  annual  castorum  auction  was  held  in  London  on 
JL  Wednesday,  December  13,  when  the  Hudson's  Bay- 
Company  brought  forward  the  large  supply  of  2,558  lbs. 
(compared  with  1,067  lbs.  last  year),  the  bulk  of  which  was  of 
excellent  quality.  In  addition  500  lbs.  of  Oregon  castorum 
was  offered  by  Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.  Not  since  1883  has 
so  large  a  quantity  been  offered.  At  the  August  and  Decem- 
ber auctions  in  that  year  a  total  of  3,442  lbs.  was  catalogued, 
"  firsts  "  realising  35s.  per  lb.  At  this  week's  sale  there  was 
a  full  complement  of  buyers,  mostly  on  behalf  of  Continental 
houses,  and  competition  being  keen,  the  demand  throughout 
was  brisk,  all  the  lots  being  disposed  of.  Previous  to  the 
sale  a  considerable  decline  had  been  anticipated,  but  the 
spirited  bidding  on  account  of  an  unexpected  French  buyer, 
who  acquired  large  interests,  altered  the  position  somewhat, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  usual  buyers  for  the  Continent 
were  compelled  to  curtail  their  requirements.  Prices  were 
irregular  but  lower,  Y  F  firsts  opening  at  a  decline  of  13.s., 
but  on  N  W's  and  Canadas  values  declined  7s.  to  8s.  only, 
and  towards  the  close  N  W's  sold  at  last  year's  prices,  in  one 
instance  an  advance  of  about  7.s.  being  paid.  Seconds  were 
3s.  to  6s.  lower,  and  on  thirds  the  decline  was  from  3.?.  to 
12.s.,  pickings  selling  at  a  reduction  of  from  5s.  to  10s.  per  lb. 

The  following  were  the  prices  paid,  and  for  the  sake  of 
comparison  we  quote  in  brackets  some  of  the  prices  paid 
last  year  :  Hudson's  Bay  Co.'s  sale. — YF,  good  fair  dry 
firsts,  65s.  per  lb.  [78s.];  small  to  medium  fair  dry  seconds, 
68s.  [68s.] ;  medium  to  bold  slightly  mouldy  firsts  and 
seconds,  67s. ;  fair  dry  thirds,  50s.  to  51s.  [54s.] ;  dry 
mouldy  slightly  medium  thirds,  53s.  [54s.] ;  damp  and 
mouldy  thirds,  46s.  [48s.  to  51s.];  fair  dry  pickings,  38s. 
to  40s.  [39s.  to  40s.].  MR,  medium  to  bold  slight  dampish 
bright  dark  to  brown  firsts,  73s. ;  medium  to  bold  slightly 
mouldy  and  damp  mixed  firsts,  71s. ;  damp  medium  seconds, 
68s.  ;  dry  mouldy  seconds,  69s. ;  damp  and  mouldy  seconds, 
63s. ;  fair  bright  dampish  thirds,  43s.  to  44s. ;  fair  dampish 
and  mouldy  thirds.  40s.  to  42s. ;  damp  and  mouldy  thirds, 
39s.;  fair  medium  dampish  pickings,  34s.  to  35s.  Canada — ■ 
medium  to  bold  bright  dampish  firsts,  69s.  [76s.] ;  medium 
bright  and  dampish  seconds,  69s.  [69s.];  dry  mouldy  and 
damp  firsts  and  seconds,  69s.  [74s.] ;  fair  medium  dampish 
thirds,  45s.  to  47s.  [57s.] ;  fair  dry  mouldy  thirds,  42s.  ; 
damp  and  mouldy  thirds,  41s.  [57s.] ;  fair  dampish  pickings, 
34s.  to  35s.  [42s.].  NW,  fair  dry  brown  and  dark  medium  to 
bold  firsts,  71s.  [79s.] ;  medium  and  dampish  seconds,  70s. 
[73s.];  good  dry  medium  thirds,  48s.  to  49s.  [54s.  to  57s.]; 
fair  mouldy  thirds.  49s. ;  fair  dry  pickings,  36s.  to  39s. 
[45s.  to  46s.];  good  dry  firsts,  78s.  [79s.];  fair  dry  seconds, 
79s.  [70s.];  firsts  and  seconds  (mostly  seconds),  80s.  [70s. 
to  73s.] ;  fair  thirds.  48s.  [54s.  to  57s.] ;  rather  mouldy 
thirds,  48s.  [54s.  to  55s.];  fair  dry  pickings,  40s.  [45s.]. 
YF.,  etc.,  cuttings,  and  few  lean  pod  rejections,  16s.  per  lb. 

At  Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.'s  sale  31  packages  of  Oregon 
of  various  marks,  from  New  York  and  Quebec,  weighing 
about  500  lbs.,  were  offered,  the  following  prices  being  paid  : 
Firsts  and  seconds,  67s. ;  seconds  and  thirds,  dampish  and 
a  few  pickings,  42s.  to  43s. ;  thirds,  mostly  pickings,  33s. 
to  34s. ;  pickings  and  cuttings,  24s. ;  medium  to  bold  dry 
firsts  and  seconds,  65s.  to  67s. ;  seconds  and  thirds,  46s. ; 
thirds  and  pickings,  36s. ;  very  lean  pickings,  27«. ;  seconds 
and  thirds  mixed  (mostly  seconds),  50s.;  good  „.ards,  part 
leathery,  51s.;  seconds  and  thirds  (mostly  thirds),  56s.; 
dry  seconds  and  thirds,  49s. ;  lean  dry  to  dampish  seconds 
and  thirds,  53s. ;  lean  dry  and  leathery  seconds  and  thirds, 
55s.  ;  seconds  and  thirds,  49s.  ;  dry  thirds  and  pickings, 
32s.;  lean  dry  cuttings  and  pickings,  25s.;  "bear"  and 
musquash  galls.  Is.  Small  to  medium  dampish  leathery 
seconds,  50s.  ;  damp  leathery  thirds,  36s.  subject;  lean  and 
dampish  pickings,  32s.  subject;  dry  and  very  lean  empty 
pickings,  25s. ;  medium  dry  red  and  grey  firsts  and  seconds, 
62s.  ;  small  and  medium  dry  thirds,  37s.  subject ;  lean  and 
skinny  pickings,  25s.  per  lb.  subject. 

Nobel  Prize  for  Chemistry. — It  is  stated  that  the  Nobel 
Prize  for  Chemistry  tin's  year  will  be  awarded  to  Eugene 
Baumberger,  formerly  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Poly- 
technic School  at  Zurich,  but  who,  owing  to  ill-health,  had  to 
resign  his  chair  some  years  ago. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  sectbn  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  trnlk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  December  14. 

"DUSINESS  is  perceptibly  slackening  off  in  view  of  the 
J-*  approaching  holidays,  and  next  week  there  will  be  still 
less  to  report.  Heavy  chemicals  are  for  the  most  part  firm, 
and  in  some  instances  agents  report  that  there  is  a  better 
demand  than  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  prin- 
cipal alteration  is  an  advance  of  5s.  in  bleaching-powder  for 
next  year's  delivery.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  very  firm,  and 
likely  to  advance  still  further.  Sulphate  of  soda  is  easier, 
and  60  per  cent,  crude  carbolic-acid  is  firmer.  All  lead  pre- 
parations are  firmer  owing  to  the  advance  in  metal.  Among 
fine  chemicals  the  only  change  of  note  is  a  reduction  of  3c7. 
in  morphine  salts.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  and  cream  of 
tartar  are  all  extremely  quiet  and  unaltered.  Quinine  and 
menthol  are  inactive,  and  are  likely  to  be  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  Essential  oils  are  for  the  most  part  unaltered, 
there  being  no  trading  of  importance.  Lemon  oil,  however, 
is  a  shade  easier  for  shipment.  In  fixed  oils,  several  impor- 
tant alterations  have  taken  place,  linseed,  castor,  and  rape 
oils  being  all  firmer  to  higher.  Turpentine,  with  a  more 
active  demand,  has  advanced  about  Is.,  while  petroleum  is 
again  lower.  Cod-liver  oil,  too,  is  easier.  A  large  sale  of 
castorum  was  held  this  week,  at  which  erratic  but  lower 
prices  were  paid.  The  following  table  shows  the  principal 
changes  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Bleaching- 
powder  (for- 
ward dely.) 
Castor  oil 
Indiarubber 

(Para) 
Linseed  oil 
Turpentine 

Carbolic  acid 
(crude  60%) 
Nitrate  of  lead 
Rape  oil 
Sugar  of  lead 

Cassia  lignea 
Cod-liver  oil 
Lemon  oil 
Seammonium 
Soda  sulphate 

Castorum 
Chillies 
Morphine  salts 
Petroleum  oil 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  December  14  : — Refined  camphor  is  firm  at 
770m.  per  100  kilos.  Lycopodium  is  quoted  450m.  per 
100  kilos.,  and  Japanese  wax  and  menthol  are  quiet. 

New  York,  December  14  : — Business  is  dull.  Opium 
remains  easy  at  $3.10  per  lb.  for  druggist's  in  case  lots. 
Menthol  is  unaltered  and  easy  at  $2.40  per  lb.  Senega 
is  still  offered  at  55c.  per  lb.,  and  for  golden  seal 
(hydras'  )  $1.30  will  now  buy.  Citronella  is  quoted  at 
35c.  for  Ceylon.  Gamboge  is  strong  and  advancing  at  85c. 
per  lb.,  and  quinine  is  weak  at  19c.  per  oz.  Ergot  is 
firmer  at  42c.  per  lb. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  November  30  to 
December  6,  inclusive :  Acetic  acid  (©  Rotterdam),  55 ;  albu- 
men, (@  Riga)  24,  (@  Bombay)  4 ;  annatto,  15 ;  antimony, 
crude  (@  Hamburg),  935  cs. ;  arrowroot,  (@  Sydney)  14,  (@  St. 
Vincent)  236  pkgs.  ;  arsenic,  (@  Antwerp)  73,  (@  Oporto)  70  ; 
benzoin  (@  Havre),  16  cs. ;  bleaching-powder  (@  Treport),  24  ; 
calcium  carbide  (@  Treport),  900  dms. ;  canary  seed  (@ 
Rodosto),  1,200 ;  carbolic  acid,  (@  Amsterdam)  50.  (@  Rotter- 
dam) 50  :  chamomiles  (@  Ghent),  5  ;  cinchona  (@  Cochin),  58  ; 
cloves  (@  Hamburg),  560  :  cochineal,  60  ;  colocynth,  (@  Mar- 
seilles) 4  cs.,  (@  Almeria)  8  cs. ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Bordeaux). 
145;  dextrin  (@  Stettin).  50;  essential  oils,  (@  Messina)  llx-J- 
cs.  16  pkgs.,  (@  Havre)  25 ;  galls  (@  Hamburg),  50 ;  gentian 
(@  Bordeaux),  25 ;  ginger  (@  Hong  Kong),  150 ;  gum  arabic 


(@  Alexandria)  64,  (@  W.  C.  Africa)  409  cs.  ;  gum, 
unenumerated  (@  Bombay),  200  bgs. ;  honey,  (@  Eton)  40,  ((© 
New  York)  25;  kola  (@  Havre),  3;  lactic  acid  (©Rotterdam), 
21 ;  lime-juice  (@  Montserrat),  153  pns.  8  hds.  in  tr.  ;  lime  oil 
(@  Dominica),  2;  liquorice  (@  Marseilles),  51  cs. ;  mandrake 
root  (@  Newport  News),  64;  menthol  (@  Havre),  20;  pepper- 
mint oil,  (@  Hamburg)  35  cs.,  (@  Havrel  20,  (@  New  York) 
40  cs. ;  pimento  (@  Havre),  150 ;  potash  chlorate  (@  Treport). 
80;  potash  permang.,  44;  saffron,  (@  Valencia)  2,  (@  Malaga) 
2 ;  saccharin  (@  Boulogne),  24  cs. ;  sandalwood  oil  ((5 
Fremantle),  2  cs. ;  sandarac  (@  Mogador),  58;  seedlac  (@, 
Karachi),  100;  senna  (@  Alexandria),  30;  soda  chlorate  (© 
Treport),  80;  soda  sulphate  (@  Bremen),  600;  sticklac 
(@  Havre},  386  ;  sulphur,  (@  Catania)  940  pkgs.,  (@  Palermo) 
390 ;  tartar,  (@  Naples)  21,  (@  Messina)  15,  (@  Rotterdam)  28 ; 
tartaric  acid,  (@  Rotterdam)  5,  (@  Bari)  20  ;  turmeric  (@  Cal- 
cutta), 12;  turpentine  (@  Riga),  184;  vanillin,  (@  Hamburg! 
5  cs.,  (@  Rotterdam)  2;  wax,  bees',  (@  W.  C.  Africa)  49,  (@ 
Mogador)  23,  (@  Bombay)  27  cs.  ;  wood  alcohol  (@  Havre),  90  ; 
wood  oil  (@  Antwerp),  40. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  December  7  to  13 
inclusive  :  Acetic  acid,  198  cks. ;  albumen  (@  Hamburg), 45  cs. ; 
aloes  (@  Mossel  Bay),  25;  arsenic,  (@  Hamburg)  20,  (@ 
Oporto)  46 ;  benzoin,  (@  Penang)  10,  (@  Singapore)  25 ; 
bleaching-powder,  (@  Treport)  107,  (@  Gijon)  162 ;  boric  acid 
(@  Leghorn),  17;  cardamoms  (@  Colombo),  133;  casein  ((a 
Buenos  Ayres),  115 ;  castor  oil  (@  Calcutta),  100  cs. ;  cinchona 
(@  Colombo),  18;  citric  acid  (@  Rotterdam),  20;  coca-leaves 
(@  Colombo),  12;  cod-liver  oil,  (@  Rotterdam)  50  cs.,  (@  Ber- 
gen) 12 ;  cochineal  (@  Las  PalmasJ,  14 ;  cream  of  tartar  (@ 
Leghorn),  20;  ergot  (@  Vigo),  68;  essential  oils,  (@  Messina) 
300  pkgs.,  (@  Singapore)  35  cs.,  (@  New  York)  103  ;  eucalyptus 
oil  (@  Melbourne),  137  cs. ;  euphorbium  (@  Mazagan),  44; 
fenugreek  (@  Marseilles),  12;  gentian  (@  Santander),  233 
bis.;  ginger  (@  Honer-Kong),  345;  gum.  unenumerated,  (@ 
Adelaide)  200  bgs.,  (@,  Mazagan)  28;  iodine  (@  Valparaiso), 
534  kgs.  ;  ipecacuanha  (@  Monte  Video),  22;  juniper-berries 
(@  Leghorn),  100;  kola  (@  Jamaica),  19;  lime-juice,  (@ 
Jamaica)  10,  (@  Dominica)  9,  (@  Antigua)  5;  lime  oil 
(@  Dominica),  6;  menthol  (@  Marseilles),  30  cs. ;  opium  (@ 
Smyrna),  4;  orris  (@  Leghorn),  13;  petrolatum  (@  New- 
York,  15  brls. ;  pistachio-nuts  (@  Messina),  15  ;  podophyllum- 
root  (@  Baltimore),  180;  potash  chlorate,  (@  Antwerp)  20. 
(@  Treport),  120;  potash  prussiate  (@  Hamburg),  21;  potash 
chlorate  (@  Trepert),  107;  "  roots  "  (@  Tampico),  18  bis. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  conditions  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  show 
little  alteration.  Business  is,  of  course,  quietening  off  a  little 
now,  but  there  is  probably  more  than  an  average  trade  doing 
for  the  time  of  the  year,  and  that  both  on  home  and  export 
account.   Prices  all  round  are  well  maintained. 

Alkali  Produce. — Main  articles,  as  bleaching-powder. 
caustic  soda,  ammonia  alkali,  are  very  steady,  and  in  fair 
all-round  request.  Saltcako  is  perhaps  a  shade  easier,  although 
nominally  unchanged  in  value. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  keeps  steady  at  practically  unaltered 
figures.  Present  nearest  values  :  Beckton  12/.  17s.  6(7.,  Beck- 
ton  terms  127.  10s.,  London  127.  10s.,  Leith  127.  10s.  to 
12?.  12s.  6(7.,  and  Hull  127.  10s. 

Alumina  Products — A  good  all-round  demand  continues  in 
this  branch,  and  prices  are  firmly  maintained.  Crystal  alum, 
lump,  57.  to  57.  5s.  per  ton  ;  lump  in  tierces,  57.  5s.  to  5/.  10s. : 
and  ground  in  bags,  57.  10s.  to  51.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of 
alumina,  purest  qualities  and  practically  free  of  iron,  47.  to 
47.  10s.  per  ton  for  ordinary  strength  in  largo  casks,  with 
customary  extras  for  higher  strengths  and  usual  allowances 
for  bags  and  loose  slabs.  Aluminous  cake  50s.  to  55s.,  and 
alumino  ferric  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton,  according  to  condition, 
package,  and  delivery.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  high  strength 
Ah03  and  purest  quality,  127.  to  127.  10s.  per  ton  in  large  casks. 
Special  pulp  hydrate  of  alumina  15s.  to  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  pulp- 
dried  and  in  lump  37s.  6(7.  to  38s.,  and  ground  38s.  to  38s.  6(7. 
per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda,  high  strength  AL03,  35s.  to 
37s.  6(7.  per  cwt. ;  second  quality,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt.  Car- 
bonate of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  December  12. 
Business  is  very  quiet,  partly  owing  to  the  approaching 
holiday-season,   and  only  a  very  few  articles  meet  with 
interest. 

Antimony  is  quiet  and  lower  at  60m.  per  100  kilos. 

Agar-Agar  is  steady  at  280m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  extremely  firm,  as  crude  camphor  is 
not  offering  at  present ;  refined  is  quoted  760m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  is  firm  at  10m.  to  lOjfm.  per  kilo. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  quiet ;  current  grey  is  quoted  270m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  irregular ;  spot  is  380m.,  and  forward  365m.  per 
100  kilos. 


December  16,  1905 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


957 


Coriander-seed  is  firmer  at  75m.  per  100  kilos. 

Galangal  is  firmer  at  27m.  to  28m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  dull  at  103m.  per  100  kilos. 

Jalap  is  tending  firmer  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  neglected  at  16m.  per  kilo. 

Menthol  is  lifeless  at  18m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  dull  at  27m.  per  kilo. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  firmer  at  123m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  firmer  at  270m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  advancing;  49|m.  per  100  kilos,  is 
quoted  for  first-pressing  in  barrels.  Cod-liver  is  quiet  at 
80m.  per  barrel  for  non-congealing.  Japan  fish  oil  is  quiet 
at  21m.  per  100  kilos.  Chinese  wood  oil  is  firm  at  62m.  per 
100  kilos.    Palmkernel  is  dull  at  50jm.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  is  quiet,  H.G.H.  being 
quoted  13jm.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  10m.  per  kilo.  Star- 
anisaed  is  firm  at  12m.  per  kilo. 


Acid,  Carbolic. — The  only  change  is  a  firmer  feeling  in 
60  per  cent,  crude,  which  is  now  quoted  Is.  per  gallon, 
75  per  cent,  is  2s.  3c7.,  and  50  per  cent.  Is.  6(Z.  Crystals, 
39°  C.  to  40°  C,  are  6^(7.  ;  and  34°  to  35°  C,  5jrZ.  to  6d. 
per  lb. 

Almonds. — Advices  from  Italy  state  that  the  Bari  market 
remained  very  firm  throughout  November,  and  prices  have 
advanced  a  further  2s.  to  3s.  Exports  have  been  consider- 
able, and  stocks  are  reduced.  P  and  G  sweet  is  quoted 
63s.  3d.,  bitter  68s.  3(7.,  current  Avola  70s.  3d.,  and  choice 
ditto  98s.  3d.  per  cwt.  of  50|  kilos.,  f.o.b.,  prompt  shipment. 
■  Aloes. —  The  ss.  Armadale  Castle  has  arrived  with 
25  packages  from  Mossel  Bay.  The  exports  of  aloes  from 
Cape  Colony  during  September  1905  amounted  to  30,545  lbs. 
(212/.),  against  78,800  lbs.  (465/.)  during  August  1905. 

Antimony. — English  regulus  is  dearer  at  57/.  to  58/. 
Japanese  crude  is  37/.  10s.  spot,  and  for  December-January 
shipment  33/.  10s.  c.i.f. 

Asafetida. — Since  the  auctions  one  broker  has  sold  over 
a  score  of  packages,  clearing  his  catalogue  of  the  45s.  grade. 
Good  pale  loose  almonds  in  tins  can  still  be  had  at  100s. 
per  cwt. 

Bleaching-powdek. — The  price  for  next  year's  delivery 
has  been  advanced  5s.  per  ton  to  5/.  10s.,  and  on  the  spot 
5/.  2s.  6d.  to  5/.  5s.  is  wanted. 

Camphor. — The  market  for  refined  remains  very  firm  and 
in  upward  tendency,  owing  to  the  fact  that  crude  is  practi- 
cally unobtainable.  An  interesting  paper  on  "  The  Com- 
merce and  Industries  of  Japan  "  was  read  before  the  Society 
of  Arts  on  December  13  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Mitchell,  who  for  over 
sixteen  years  has  resided  in  the  country.  The  Japanese 
Ambassador  presided.  Dealing  in  the  course  of  his  paper 
with  the  camphor  industry,  Mr.  Mitchell  said  that  camphor 
had  been  produced  in  large  quantities  in  Japan,  and  so  long 
as  China  retained  Formosa  there  was  competition  between 
the  two  countries.  When  Japan  acquired  Formosa  after  the 
war  in  China,  a  government  monopoly  was  established, 
first  in  Formosa  and  then  in  Japan.  The  production  in  the 
latter  country  had  fallen  away  considerably,  while  that  in 
the  former  had  increased.  Japan  now  controlled  the  cam- 
phor market,  and  under  the  able  management  of  her  officials, 
had  greatly  improved  the  quality. 

Castor  Seed. — Sales  of  Brazilian  have  been  made  in 
Liverpool  from  the  quay  at  10s.  7^(7.  per  cwt. 

Codeine. — Makers'  prices  are  unaltered,  pure  B.P. 
crystals  being  offered  at  9s.  5f/.,  hydrochlor.  cryst.  8s.  6d., 
phosphate  B.P.  7s.  6d.,  and  citrate  cryst.  8s.  6d.  per  oz. 

Colocynth. — The  buyer  of  the  parcel  of  Turkey  apple  in 
auction  last  week  subsequently  increased  his  bid  from  Is.  8(7. 
to  Is.  10(7.,  which  was  accepted.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  sample  shown  in  the  auction  room  was  much  superior  to 
the  bulk  and  the  lot  was  rejected.  Pulp  has  been  sold  at 
full  prices  and  the  market  is  now  very  bare. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  very  firm  with  a  still  higher 
tendency  :  24/.  is  quoted  on  the  spot,  but  for  the  premier 
brand  25/.  is  wanted,  and  25/.  10s.  for  next  year.  In  Liver- 
pool large  sales  have  been  made  for  December  delivery  at 
24/.  15s.,  and  for  next  year's  delivery  25/.  is  asked. 

Ergot. — The  s.s.  Ormesby  Broad  has  arrived  with  68  bags 
from  Vigo,  but  they  are  probably  in  transhipment  to  the 
United  States.  Buyers  are  holding  off  the  market  at 
present. 

Galls. — The  market  has  been  cleared  of  blue  Persian 


galls  at  95s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  greens  business  has  been  done 
to  arrive  at  steady  prices. 

Golden  Seal. — Small  spot  sales  have  been  made  at  5s.  10c/. 
per  lb.,  net. 

Gum  Arabic. — The  market  for  Soudan  sorts  remains 
easy,  and  fair  sales  have  been  made  at  the  lately  reduced 
values.  Soft  white  Soudan  is  quoted  at  from  40s.  to  45s., 
soft  yellowish  sorts  at  24s.  to  26s.,  half  hard  or  reddish  sorts 
22s.  to  24s.  per  cwt. 

Indiarubber  is  advancing.  Fine  Para  is  fully  2d.  dearer, 
spot  being  quoted  5s.  4^(7.  per  lb.,  and  5s.  4§(7.  for  forward 
delivery. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s  Danube  has  arrived  with  22  bales 
from  Monte  Video. 

Lead  Nitrate  continues  to  advance  in  sympathy  with  the 
metal,  holders  on  the  spot  asking  26/.  10s.  per  ton. 

Liquorice-juice  is  very  firm,  pure  Messina  in  sticks  of 
2  oz.  and  4  oz.  being  offered  at  65s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  London 
for  quantity. 

Liquorice-root. — French  root  continues  very  dear  owing 
to  the  small  quantity  available,  and  prices  are  almost 
double  what  they  were  a  year  ago ;  importers  quote  from 
25s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  quantity. 

Morphine. — The  lower  prices  now  ruling  for  opium  have 
induced  the  makers  to  reduce  the  price  of  morphine  salts  by 
3(7.  to  4(7.  per  oz.,  and  they  now  quote  as  follows  : 


100-oz. 

250-oz. 

Contracts 

Contracts 

over 

over 

3  months. 

6  months. 

S.  (/. 

s.  d. 

s.  J. 

Morphine  acetate 

4  9 

4  8 

4  7 

,,       hydrochlor.  cryst. 

4  11 

4  10 

4  9 

ii             ji  pulv. 

4  9 

4  8 

4  7 

,,  meconate  

5  11 

5  10 

5  9 

,,       pur.  cryst  

6  1 

6  0 

5  11 

,,       pur.  precip. 

5  11 

5  10 

5  9 

,,        sulphate  cryst. 

4  11 

4  10 

4  9 

,,            ,,  pulv. 

4  9 

4  8 

4  T 

„  tartrate   

5  11 

5  10 

5  9 

The  above  prices  are  per  oz.  net  fourteen  days,  and  no 
falling  clause. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  dearer.  Hull  make  of  first  pressing,  for 
prompt  delivery,  is  quoted  25/.  5s..  January  to  June  25/.  5s., 
and  second  pressing  January  to  June  23/.  5s.  per  ton  de- 
livered free  ex  wharf  London.  Belgian  firsts  on  the  spot  is 
25/.  15s.,  and  seconds  23/.  15s.  per  ton.  In  Liverpool  good 
seconds  Calcutta  meets  wdth  a  steady  sale  at  3g(/.  to  3£(/.  per 
lb.,  and  for  shipment  is  very  firm  at  3y%(7.  First-pressure 
French  is  in  retail  demand  at  2|(/.  to  3(7.  per  lb.,  according 
to  quantity.  For  shipment  25/.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Marseilles, 
is  quoted. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
December  4  that  the  falling  tendency  stiil  continues,  and 
finest  non-congealing  Lofoten  cod-liver  oil  has  been  sold  on 
the  Bergen  market  at  75s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  This 
is  the  more  surprising,  as  the  stocks  do  not  at  all  appear 
abundant.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to 
13,779  barrels,  against  7.173  barrels  at  the  corresponding 
date  of  last  year.  Writing  again  on  December  11,  our  cor- 
respondent states  that  a  slight  improvement  has  perhaps 
taken  place,  and  there  has  been  some  demand  for  unrefined 
oil  of  good  quality.  Finest  non-congealing  cod-liver  oil  has 
been  sold  at  76s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  Stocks  are 
extremely  small.  The  first  reports  from  the  Finmarken 
winter  fishing  have  appeared.  Cods  have  been  caught  in 
small  quantities,  but  weather  has  been  bad  and  fishing  is 
as  yet  unremunerative.  The  few  barrels  of  new  oil  which 
have  hitherto  arrived  at  Bergen  were  all  of  inferior  quality 
and  unfit  for  refining  as  cod-liver  oil.  The  exports  from 
Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  14,178  barrels,  against  7,263 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Olive. — Reports  in  regard  to  the  crop  in  Italy  con- 
tinue favourable.  The  olives  are  maturing  but  slowly,  and 
consequently  the  crop  is  backward,  and  in  Calabria  the  olives 
are  still  on  the  trees.  The  new  oil  is  being  eagerly  bought 
for  the  Continent  and  prices  are  well  maintained. 
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Oils,  Fixed. — Several  important  changes  have  occurred 
since  our  last  report.  Linseed  oil,  in  barrels,  has  moved  Is. 
upwards,  closing  at  19s.  and  19s.  3d.  in  pipes.  Refined 
Baps  oil  has  also  advanced  Is.,  to  25s.  3d.,  and  24s.  3d.  for 
ordinary  brown.  Cottonseed  is  steady  at  from  17s.  to 
18s.  6d.  for  refined,  and  15s.  Qd.  for  crude.  Both  Cochin 
and  Ceylon  Coconut  are  unchanged  at  34s.  and  28s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  respectively. 

Oils,  Silician. — The  following  are  current  quotations  for 
new  crop  for  prompt  shipment  :  Bergamot,  8s.  3^.,  c.i.f. ; 
Orange,  Is.  10d.,  c.i.f.  ;  and  Lemon,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  4rf.,  c.i.f., 
the  latter  being  easier. 

Opium. — A  little  more  inquiry  is  reported  on  the  London 
market,  resulting  in  a  few  sales  of  manufacturing  qualities 
at  previous  values.  No  business  of  importance  has  been 
done  in  Persian,  and  prices  are  unchanged. 

Smyena,  December  2. — The  sales  during  the  month  amount 
to  162  cases  Karahissar  t.q.,  and  choice  at  the  parity  of  from 
8s.  Id.  to  8s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount 
to  1,314  cases,  against  4,027  cases  at  the  corresponding  date  of 
last  year.  Buyers  do  not  feel  disposed  to  fill  their  orders, 
while  holders  of  current  and  ordinary  qualities  are  anxious 
sellers. 

Smyena,  December  5. — Our  correspondent  cables  as  follows  : 
"  2d.  decline,  large  American  purchases."  The  lack  of 
demand  on  all  sides  has  brought  about  the  decline,  and  should 
the  Americans  sweep  the  market  of  all  available  stock  in  weak 
hands,  the  position  will  again  harden,  as  the  winter  risks  are 
all  before  us,  and,  owing  to  mild  weather,  the  opium  plants 
have  grown  abnormally  fast,  a  state  of  thngs  which  augurs  ill 
for  next  year's  out-turn.  As  it  is,  many  in  the  trade,  taking 
precedent  of  past  similar  years,  are  ready  to  take  odds  against 
even  a  medium  crop  for  the  1906  season.  It  is  understood 
that  any  brisk  demand  from  the  United  States  will  bring 
forward  speculators,  and  the  first  frost  or  adverse  weather  we 
may  have  later  on  will  probably  push  up  prices  to  their 
former  level,  viz.,  8s.  to  8s.  6d.  for  the  lower  grades,  and  8s.  8d. 
to  9s.  2d.  for  the  richer. 

A  monthly  report  from  Smyrna  states  that  the  sales  on  that 
market  during  the  month  ending  November  30  amount  to  162 
cases  as  follows :  One  hundred  and  forty-five  cases  for 
America,  8  for  England,  3  for  the  Continent,  and  6  for  account 
of  speculators.  The  following  are  the  current  quotations : 
Usual  run  talequale  for  manufacturing,  7s.  8d.  to  8s.  2d.  per 
lb.,  f.o.b.  ;  Karahissar  as  to  quality,  8s.  to  9s. ;  Yerli  as  to 
quality,  8s.  to  9s.  4d.  The  weather  being  too  mild  forces  the 
poppy  plants,  and  naturally  the  risks  by  frost  will  be  greatly 
enhanced  later  on.  Rich  qualities  will  probably  be  main- 
tained in  price  unless,  of  course,  the  present  small  demand 
from  the  consuming  markets  is  continued  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  such  an  event  we  may  see  rich  Karahissar,  the  pro- 
sent  price  of  which  is  8s.  10d.,  down  to  8s.  6(7.  The  arrivals  to 
diiue  are  1,300  cases,  against  4,005  cases  at  same  period  last 
year,  and  in  Constantinople  1,261  cases,  against  2,505  cases. 
The  stock  in  first  and  second  hands  is  3,474  cases,  against  4,718 
last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  762,  against  1,454  cases. 

Petroleum  is  fractionally  lower  at  from  6%d.  to  l^d.  for 
American,  on  the  spot,  and  8§d.  for  water-white.  Russian 
is  6d.  to  6^d.  per  gal. 

Pilocarpine. — The  price  of  hydrochloride  crystals, 
B.P.  nitrate,  and  other  salts  is  Is.  6d.  per  gram,  and  oz. 
quantities  at  33s.  9d.  per  oz. 

Podophyllum-root  is  quoted  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Quinine. — It  was  anticipated  that  the  10-per-cent.  decline 
in  bark  at  Amsterdam  last  week  would  have  been  followed 
by  another  ^d.  per  oz.  reduction  in  makers'  prices ;  but  such 
has  not  been  the  case.  No  business  has  transpired  in  the 
speculative  market,  and  the  spot  quotation  remains  at  8|rf. 
per  oz.  nominal  for  old  sulphate.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  Java  combination  of  planters  comes  to  an  end  on 
December  31,  but  nothing  definite  in  regard  to  its  renewal 
has  yet  transpired. 

Red-lead. — Genuine  foreign  is  firm  at  191.  5s.  per  ton, 
c.i.f.  London,  English  being  quoted  at  201.  to  201.  10s. 
English  dry  white  lead  is  211.  delivered,  and  German 
201.  10s.  ex  ship. 

Resorcin  is  quoted  at  from  3s.  9d.  to  4s.  per  lb.,  accord- 
ing to  quantity. 

Salicin  is  quoted  at  from  15s.  to  15s.  6d.  per  lb.,  according 
to  quantity. 

Salicylates  are  firm,  acid-powder  being  quoted  at  from 
10^d.  to  Is.  Id.  ;  crystals,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3^d. ;  sodium 
salicylate  powder,  Is.  2^d.  to  Is.  5d. ;  crystals  B.P.,  Is.  4fZ. 
to  Is.  6^d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 


Scammonium. — Rather  easier  prices  have  been  paid  for 
Smyrna  firsts. 

Shellac  is  steady  but  quiet,  with  a  few  spot  sales  at  from 
180s.  to  181s.  for  fair,  and  182s.  6d.  for  good  T.N.  Orange. 
Futures  have  been  inactive,  December  delivery  of  T.N. 
being  quoted  182s.,  March  184s.,  and  May  185s. 

Spices. — At  auction  Singapore  Pepper  was  steady,  about 
250  bags  mostly  selling  without  reserve  at  from  5^d.  to  5§r/. 
for  grey,  5^d.  to  b%d.  for  mixed,  and  5§d.  for  greyish.  Fair 
Lampong  partly  sold  at  5^d.  There  has  been  a  better 
demand  privately  at  the  recent  decline,  including  good  sales 
of  fair  Singapore  at  b%d.,  and  August- October  at  5|rf.  Good 
to  fine  bold  White  Singapore  was  bought  in  at  Is.  to  Is.  3d., 
and  fair  at  l%d:  Privately  fair  is  quoted  7f  d.,  and  January- 
March  shipment  7|cZ.,  c.i.f.  d/w.  Chillies  at  auction  were 
lower,  fine  red  East  Coast  African  realising  31s.  to  32s. ; 
red  and  yellow  partly  perished  Mombasa  sold  without  re- 
serve at  24s.  6d.,  and  a  few  fine  red  Mombasa  Capsicums 
were  taken  at  50s.  per  cwt.  No  Ginger  was  offered,  and 
privately  there  is  little  doing.  A  parcel  of  dark  and  false 
packed  Cassia  Lignea  sold  without  reserve  at  39s.  Nutmegs 
and  Mace  were  both  quiet.  Fine  Singapore  Tapioca  was 
bought  in  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  Pearl  was  steady,  ordinary 
small  Singapore  being  bought  in  at  17s.  per  cwt.  No  Cloves 
were  offered  at  auction,  and  privately  the  delivery  market 
has  been  quiet  but  firm,  sales  including  January-March  at 
to  to  6{d.,  and  March-May  6|cZ.  to  6\id.  to  6-^d., 
about  a  thousand  bales  changing  hands. 

Squill. — There  is  a  fair  inquiry  for  export,  but  the  market 
is  bare  in  first  hands. 

Strophanthus. — An  arrival  of  54  packages  has  taken 
place  from  the  Continent ;  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  net  was  the  last 
price  paid  for  Kombe. 

Sugar  of  Lead  is  again  firmer  owing  to  the  advance  in 
lead.   White  is  now  quoted  27s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Sulphur. — An  advice  from  Messina,  dated  November  30, 
states  that  the  statistical  position  shows  no  signs  of  im- 
provement. The  exports  continue  to  decline  slowly,  the 
total  during  October  being  24,871  tons,  against  26.127  tons 
last  year;  and  from  January  to  October  1905  391.016  tons 
have  been  exported,  against  409,974  tons  in  1904.  Exports 
to  the  U.S.A.  revived  last  month,  being  5,100.  against 
2,331  tons  in  October  1904.  The  news  regarding  the  great 
productive  power  of  the  Louisiana  mines  cannot  be  doubted, 
and  it  is  thought  that  exports  to  America  will  cease  alto- 
gether in  the  near  future.  The  exports  to  Norway  and 
Sweden  last  month  dwindled  to  271  tons,  against  3,031  tons, 
which  is  an  evident  sign  that  the  pulp-mills  are  using  pyrites 
instead  of  sulphur.  The  only  encouraging  feature  is  the 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  sulphur  in  vineyards,  but,  of 
course,  this  is  far  from  sufficient  to  compensate  for  the 
failure  of  other  outlets. 

Turpentine  has  been  more  active  at  advancing  prices, 
closing  at  48s.  per  cwt.  for  American  on  the  spot,  a  rise  of 
Is.  9d.  on  the  week. 

Tragacanth  has  undergone  little  change  during  the  past 
fortnight.  Low  qualities  of  Persian  have  been  in  fair 
demand  at  easier  rates. 

Wax,  Bees'.— A  parcel  of  19  packages  good  Australian 
offered  at  the  tallow  auctions  sold  rather  cheaply  at  from 
61.  15s.  to  11.  per  cwt.  Small  sales  of  good  Zanzibar  have 
been  made  at  61.  15s. 

Wax,  Japanese.- -Small  spot  sales  have  been  made  at  56s. 
per  cwt. 


Synthetic  Camphor. 

We  understand  that  at  least  one  of  the  many  processes 
which  have  recently  been  patented  for  the  synthetic  produc- 
tion of  camphor  has  advanced  to  such  a  stage  that  its  early 
introduction  on  a  commercial  scale,  both  in  Europe  and  the 
United  States,  is  contemplated.  By  this  process  camphor  can 
be  produced  at  less  than  half  the  present  price  of  refined 
camphor. 

Java  Quinine-auction. 

At  the  auction  of  Java  quinine,  held  at  Batavia  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  4,164  kilos,  of  Ed.  II.  were  offered,  of  which  160  kilos, 
were  sold  at  an  average  price  of  14f.  (about  equal  4.75  cents 
Amsterdam  unit),  against  14.50f.  (about  equal  5  cents  Amster- 
dam unit)  at  the  previous  auction.  The  next  auction  will  take 
place  on  January  17,  1906. 
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J.  M.  Collett  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  40,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  J.  M.  Collett,  at 
Gloucester  and  elsewhere,  as  "  J.  M.  Collett  &  Co.,"  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  the  said  vendor,  and  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  chemical  manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists,  distillers, 
drysalters,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  essences,  extracts, 
essential  oils,  colourings.  The  first  directors  are  J.  M.  Collett 
and  J.  H.  Collett,  chemical  manufacturers,  Gloucester.  Regis- 
tered office  :  Bristol  Road,  Gloucester. 


G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd. — The  directors  have  declared  a 
dividend  upon  the  preference  shares  of  this  company,  for  the 
half-year  ended  September  30  last,  at  the  rate  of  5-j  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  on  the  1st  proximo.  The  transfer  books 
will  be  closed  from  December  18  to  31. 

Camwal,  Ltd. — The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Frascati  Restaurant,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  on  December  12. 
Mr.  Horace  Davenport  presided  and  presented  the  report 
and  balance-sheet  (see  C.  <£•  D.,  December  9,  p.  900).  He 
remarked  that  the  directors  had  not  launched  out  in  any  new 
ventures,  but  had  endeavoured  to  reduce  expenditure.  This 
had  been  difficult  during  the  past  year  owing  to  the  rise  in 
sugar,  but  they  did  not  expect  to  pay  so  much  for  this  article 
in  the  coming  year.  The  business  might  not  increase  as 
rapidly  in  the  future  as  in  the  early  years,  because  their 
success  had  induced  tremendous  competition,  of  which  a  great 
deal  is  absolutely  insane.  This  must  die  out,  but  it  takes 
time  for  people,  dazzled  by  paper  profits,  to  find  that  they  are 
losing  money.  Still,  the  company  has  a  very  fair  share  of 
business,  and,  he  thought,  very  fair  returns.  Mr.  Theophilus 
Nichols,  seconding  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 
and  accounts,  said  that  he  thought  the  position  of  the  company 
to-day  is  much  sounder  than  it  was  two  years  ago.  There  are 
now  4,000  more  shareholders  than  twenty  years  ago.  Mr. 
Nichols  then  congatulated  the  proprietors  of  The  Chemist  and 
Dbbggist  on  the  election  of  their  senior  partner  as  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  City  of  London.  Mr.  G.  J.  Knight,  dissent- 
ing from  the  motion,  said  that  with  fine  seasons  ho  thought  the 
company  ought  to  have  done  better.  He  also  thought  that 
six  directors  were  too  many.  Now  that  two  were  retiring  it 
was  an  opportunity  to  reduce  the  number.  Further,  he  hoped 
they  had  not  put  too  extravagant  a  value  on  the  stock  and 
had  accounted  for  deterioration.  The  chairman,  replying, 
said  that  it  was  of  great  value  to  have  a  director  at  every 
country  branch,  and  each  of  their  directors  was  a  very  valu- 
able asset.  They  had  written  off  as  much  for  depreciation  as 
the  income-tax  authorities  would  allow.  The  report  and 
accounts  were  then  adopted,  the  election  of  Mr.  Hayward 
M.  Davenport  to  the  Board  was  confirmed,  and  Mr.  Horace 
Davenport  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  were  unanimously  re- 
elected directors.  Returning  thanks  for  his  re-election  Mr. 
Wilson  referred  to  the  statement  on  the  labels  that  their  soda- 
water  was  made  according  to  the  B.P.,  and  said  that  a  certain 
firm  had  copied  those  labels  pretty  closely,  but  had  gone 
further  and  declared  that  their  lemonade  also  was  made 
according  to  the  B.P.  The  auditors  for  London  and  the  pro- 
vinces were  then  re-elected  and  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 

Ilfoed,  Ltd.— The  ninth  annual  meeting  of  shareholders 
was  held  on  December  12,  at  Winchester  House,  E.C.  Mr.  J. 
Kemp-Welch,  chairman  of  the  company,  who  presided,  in 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  annual  statement  of  accounts  and 
balance-sheet  and  the  reports  of  the  directors  and  auditors, 
and  the  dividends  be  declared  in  accordance  therewith  (see 
C.  cfc  D.  Supplement,  December  2j.  said  the  directors  much 
regretted  having  to  propose  a  smaller  dividend  on  the  ordi- 
nary shares  than  was  paid  last  year.  They  did  not  feel,  how- 
ever, in  the  least  discouraged  by  this  fact ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  the  greatest  confidence  that  the  report  would  meet 
with  the  approval  and  support  of  the  shareholders.  Their 
sales  during  the  year  just  ended,  notwithstanding  the  keenest 
competition,  had  been  the  largest  ever  effected  since  the  com- 
pany was  formed,  and  tended  to  show  that  the  position  they 
occupied  in  the  leading  ranks  of  the  photographic  trade  was 
as  firm  and  well  established  as  ever,  and  gave  reasonable  hope 
•  t  co.ntlnuance  in  tne  future.  With  regard  to  the  increase 
m  the  discounts— which  was  dealt  with  at  last  meeting— and 
the^keen  competition  and  cutting  which  existed,  the  directors 
had  in  some  cases  still  further  continued  the  increase  in  the 
rates  fixed  upon,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  compere  with  other 
manufacturers.  The  Warlev  factory  had  been  in  operation 
during  the  year,  and  in  all  essential  respects  had  amply  justi- 
ned  the  prospects  held  out  by  the  managing  director  in  1903. 
and  they  were  now  in  a  position  to  deal  effectively  with  all 
the  business  that  came  their  way,  and  with  such  reasonable 
augmentation  that  imght  be  required  in  the  future.  Alluding 
to  the  exhibition  of  photographs  which  had  been  held  in  July, 
ne  said  that  specimens  had  been  received  from  all  parts  of:  the 


world.  This  exhibition  had  had  a  favourable  impression  upon 
their  trade,  and  the  photographs  were  now  being  shown  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Ihe  speaker  then  proceeded  to  analyse 
the  accounts,  explaining  where  extra  expenditure-  had  been  in- 
curred. The  legal  expenses  showed  a  reduction  of  2801.  4s.  9d. 
He  might  remark  that  in  the  appeal  with  the  Westerdorp  Sc 
Wehner  Co.,  of  Cologne,  the  company  had  been  successful  on 
every  point,  and  the  damages  and  costs  had  been  paid.  Mr. 
W.  Ashman  seconded.  Mr.  G.  Haslam  asked  if  the  directois 
could  account  for  the  practice  which  he  found  prevalent 
among  retailers  of  pressing  the  goods  of  other  makers  and 
holding  Ilford's  back.  Ihe  Rev.  J.  W.  Ingram  (Enfield)  made 
a  similar  complaint  as  to  the  shops  in  his  parish,  and  said  that 
when  he  asked  the  reason  the  retailer  replied,  "  Oh  !  the  public 
prefer  other  plates."  Mr.  Brice  thought  the  report  a  very 
satisfactory  one,  and  suggested  that,  instead  of  pursuing 
cutting  rates  and  heavy  discounts,  the  directors  should  con- 
sider the  question  of  amalgamating,  with  the  Imperial  Co., 
their  great  competitors,  or  at  least  coming  to  a  working 
agreement  with  that  concern.  The  Chairman  replied  that 
the  present  was  not  an  opportune  time  for  reducing  their 
capital,  but  the  other  suggestion  of  Mr.  Brice  would  have 
their  most  careful  consideration.  The  motion  was  then  agreed 
to.  Mr.  R.  D.  Lewis  having  been  re-elected  a  director,  the  co- 
option  of  Colonel  Phillipps  was  confirmed,  and  the  auditors, 
Messrs.  Turquand,  Young  &  Co.,  reappointed. 

Ideis  &  Co.,  Ltd. — At  the  annual  meeting  at  Pratt  Street, 
Camden  Town,  on  Thursday,  December  14,  there  was  a 
numerous  attendance  of  shareholders,  and  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris 
was  in  the  chair.  Reviewing  the  balance-sheet  (particulars  of 
which  were  given  in  last  week's  issue,  p.  900)  and  company 
items  with  those  of  last  year's,  Mr.  Idris  said  leasehold  and 
freehold  properties  had  increased  by  3,141/.,  and  capital  in 
branch  businesses  had  been  decreased  by  2,331/.  Stock-in- 
trade  stands  at  much  the  same  ;  plant  and  machinery  has  in- 
creased by  1.381Z.  ;  sundry  debtors  are  1,502/.  less.  The  liabili- 
ties show  that  810/.  more  than  last  vear  is  owing  to  sundry 
creditors,  and  that  the  sinking  fund  has  increased  automatic- 
ally. The  profit  was  2,417/.  less  than  last  year,  but  it  was  as 
good  as  he  (the  chairman)  anticipated.  At  last  year's  meeting 
he  denounced  the  folly  of  the  Sugar  Convention,  and  said 
they  should  feel  the  pinch  of  it  this  year.  The  directors  had 
bought  forward  to  a  small  extent  this  year,  but  fortunately 
only  to  such  an  extent  as  to  enable  them  to  take  advantage  of 
the  fall  in  price  that  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  . 
Last  year  he  referred  to  it  as  the  "  Insane  Convention." 
("  No,  No  !  "  and  Hear  !  hear  !)  Fuller  experience  of  its 
results  justified  him  in  repeating  and  emphasising  that  word, 
but,  fortunately  for  the  company,  it  has  failed  in  producing 
the  full  effect  that  was  anticipated  in  the  way  of  maintaining 
high  prices.  In  spite  of  the  Convention,  bounty-fed  sugar  has 
come  into  the  country  indirectly ;  not  the  exact  sugar  that  has 
been  fed  by  bounties,  but  an  equal  quantity  of  sugar.  Some 
thousands  of  tons  of  sugar  from  Russia,  from  Spain,  and  other 
parts  of  the  world,  on  being  refused  admission  into  this 
country  under  the  Convention,  wem  sent  to  Egypt  and  other 
sugar-producing  countries.  The  sugar  produced  in  Egypt, 
which  the  Egyptian  people  generally  use,  was  sent  to  this 
country  because  the  Convention  allowed  it,  whilst  the  bounty- 
fed  sugar  that  could  not  come  into  this  country  was  consumed 
bv  the  people  of  Egypt  instead  of  the  native-grown  article. 
(Dissent !)  Sugar  is  fortunately  cheaper  now,  but,  judging  by 
the  prices  of  raw  sugar  before  the  Convention  was  negotiated, 
they  should  be  paying  about  2s.  per  cwt.  less  than  they  pay 
now  if  the  Convention  had  not  been  entered  into.  The  price 
of  raw  beet  sugar  before  the  negotiation  of  the  Convention 
went  down  to  6s.  1-^cl.  The  price  is  now  8s.  3tZ.  There  are 
abundant  and  verified  figures  to  prove  that  at  least  six 
millions  has  been  lost  to  this  country  by  the  Convention,  and 
a  portion  of  that  loss  is  shown  in  diminished  profits,  but  there 
is  still  the  duty  of  4s.  2d.  per  cwt.  on  sugar  imposed  as  a  war- 
tax,  and  still  not  taken  off.  Another  item  that  has  seriously 
interfered  with  the  profits  is  tin,  which  they  use  in  making 
svphon  tops  and  other  white  metal  goods.  The  price  has  been 
higher  than  for  many  years  past.  The  directors  have  been 
directing  their  efforts  to  perfecting  a  syphon  that  does  not 
require  any  tin  for  its  manufacture.  Some  defects  were  found 
in  it  in  practice  which  they  believe  they  have  thoroughly  over- 
come now.  Another  factor  which  has  interfered  to  some 
extent  with  the  consumpt'on  of  aerated  beverages  is  the  supply 
of  aerated  taD-water  under  the  name  of  soda  water,  but  the 
company  had  little  to  fear  from  such  "  aerated  Thames 
water,"  as  a  comparison  under  proper  conditions  early  de- 
monstrated the  superiority  of  the  company's  waters.  After 
referring'  to  the  Uxbridffe  prosecution,  Mr.  Idris  went  on  to 
speak  of  an  extensive  plant  that  had  been  installed  for  the 
production  of  nure  carbonic  acid  gas  bv  means  of  a  bicar- 
bonate of  potash  process.  Bicarbonate  of  potash  is  produced 
in  the  usual  manner,  is  boiled  so  as  to  give  off  carbonic  acid 
gas,  and  the  residual  carbonate  of  rotash  solution  is  aorain 
charged  so  as  to  convert  it  into  bicarbonate.  In  the  process 
formerly  employed  it  was  difficult  to  get  rid  of  the  last  traces 
I  of  air,  but  in  the  new  process  complete  freedom  from 
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traces  of  air  is  ensured,  and  the  gas  is  produced  much 
more  cheaply.  He  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  the 
recommendations  as  to  dividends.  Mr.  Adpar  Jones  seconded, 
and  the  motion  was  adopted  unanimously.  Mr.  T.  H.  W. 
Idris  and  Mr.  James  Bradford  were  re-elected  directors,  after 
which,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bradfield,  two  sons  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  company — Mr.  William  T.  W.  Idris  and  Mr. 
Walter  H.  W.  Idris — were  elected  directors,  a  resolution 
having  previously  been  carried  that  the  number  of  directors 
be  increased  to  six.  The  two  new  directors  are  to  receive  the 
same  remuneration  as  they  have  been  receiving  forborne  years 
as  departmental  managers.  The  auditors,  Messrs.  Arthur  J. 
Hill,  Vellacott  &  Co.,  were  re-elected. 


College  Iflotea* 

Metros,  v.  Muter's. — An  inter-college  football  match  was 
played  at  Gorringe  Park,  on  December  9.  Muter's  won  the 
toss,  but  play  in  the  first  half  was  even,  neither  side  being 
successful  in  scoring;  but  in  the  second  half  the  Muter  men 
got  the  ball  into  the  net  twice,  and  the  Metros,  once. 

West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy^ — The  annual 
dance  of  the  past  and  present  students  of  this  college  and 
their  friends  took  place  on  December  6  in  the  Prince  of 
Wales'  Halls,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow.  Some  forty-five 
couples  were  present,  and  dancing  was  kept  up  with  extra- 
ordinary vigour  until  1.45  a.m. 

_  Vegetable  Histology. — Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills,  F.L.S.,  prin- 
cipal of  the  Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 
has  published  this  week  a  neat  little  volume,  under  the  title 
"  Vegetable  Histology,"  which  appears  to  be  just  the  thing 
that  Minor  students  have  wanted  for  their  botanical  studies. 
The  book  consists  of  a  series  of  sixty  drawings  of  as  many 
parts  of  plants,  the  constituents  of  each  being  clearly  indicated 
on  the  drawing  by  name  as  well  as  by  hand-colouring  accord- 
ing to  Nature.  The  pages  opposite  the  drawings  contain  a 
full  and  clear  explanation,  and  there  is  no  question  that  the 
book  will  make  this  important  but  difficult  part  of.  botany  an 
easy  task  to  students.  Mr.  Wills  has  the  peculiar  knack  of 
presenting  to  students  exactly  what  they  ought  to  know 
without  immaterial  detail,  and  his  "  Vegetable  Histology  "  is 
a  good  example  of  this.  The  book  is  published  at  3s.  6d.  net 
by  Messrs.  Simpkin,_  Marshall,  Hamilton,  Kent  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
and  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  College,  or  from  Mr.  K.  H. 
Gould,  Hobart,  Tasmania. 

Westminster  College  of  Pharmacy. — A  smoking  concert  of 
the  football  club  belonging  to  this  college  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  December  11, 
when,  notwithstanding  the  fog,  a  good  company  of  students 
assembled.  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills  was  in  the  chair.  The  musical 
part  of  the  programme,  under  the  management  of  Messrs. 
Hinton  and  Rowcroft,  proved  a  great  success,  the  various 
items  being  thoroughly  enjoyed.  The  artistes  contributing 
were  Messrs.  Cook,  Hinton,  Brace,  Rowcroft,  Reeve,  Rees, 
Morris,  and  Tozer.  "Professor  Graham"  gave  a  sleight-of- 
hand  performance,  which  was  excellent.  The  toasts  given 
were  "  Success  to  Westminster  College,"  proposed  by  Mr. 
D.  A.  Rees  and  responded  to  bv  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills,  the 
"  Football  Club,"  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Walden  and  re- 
sponded to  by  the  captain,  Mr.  E.  A.  Watkins,  and  the 
"  Students,"  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills  and  responded 
to  by  Mr.  Hinton.  During  the  evening  a  handsome  drawing- 
room  clock  was,  on  behalf  of  the  students,  presented  to  the 
Chairman  by  Mr.  Mather. 

An  Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League  match  between  teams 
representing  the  "  Square  "  School  and  the  London  College  of 
Pharmacy  was  played  on  the  "  Square  "  ground  on  Decem- 
ber 9.  In  ideal  football  weather  London  kicked  off  and  both 
sides  opened  strongly.  After  some  very  exciting  play  the 
"  Square  "  pressed,  and  Adams  opened  the  scoring  for  the 
"  Square."  A  few  minutes  later  Adams  scored  his  second 
goal,  and  at  half-time  the  "  Square"  led  by  2  goals  to  nil. 
Upon  resumption  both  sides  plaved  strongly,  and  even  play 
followed.  Then  Adams  scored  his  third  eoal  for  the 
"  Square."  London  then  attacked  and  obtained  three  corners 
in  rapid  succession.  Thev  failed  to  score,  however,  and 
"Square"  again  pressed,  Walmsley  scoring  the  fourth  goal. 
London  again  assumed  the  aggressive  and  were  rewarded  bv 
Harburn  scoring  their  first  goal.  Towards  the  close  "  Square  " 
pressed  and  Schofield  scored  the  fifth  goal,  the  game  thus 
ending  in  a  win  for  "  Sou  are  "  by  5  goals  to  1.  "  Sauare  " 
are  still  unbeaten  in  the  League  tournament,  their  goal  aver- 
age being  15  for  and  2  against. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy.— The  first  of  a  series 
of  monthly  evening  lectures  to  students  and  friends  was  given 
on  Wednesrlav  evening.  December  6,  bv  Mr.  W.  Lamo^d 
Howie,  F.R.S.E.,  F.C.S.,  on  "Our  Scottish  Alps."  The 
commodious  lecture-theatre  was  well  filled,  and  the  audience 
was  delighted  with  the  charming  way  in  which  Mr.  Howie 
took  them  over  the  ground,  illustrating  his  observations  with 
his  exquisite  lantern-pictjures.   One  almost  imagined,  as  slide 


after  slide  passed  by,  that  one  was  transported  to  the  Ar--^"> 
regions,  so  realistic  were  the  snow  and  ice  scenes.  Not  the 
least  effective  were  the  wonderful  cloud-pictures  now  above 
them,  looking  down  on  a  whirl  of  veritable  wreath,  then  under 
or  amongst  them.  Mr.  Howie  explained  the  many  dangers 
which  climbers  have  to  avoid  or  overcome,  even  in  Bonnie 
Scotland,  and  he  did  not  neglect  to  point  out  on  the  pictures 
various  botanical  and  physical  features,  which  could  not  fail 
to  be  of  service  to  the  students  in  their  walks  abroad,  and  pro- 
bably at  Galen  Place.  The  lecture  was  followed  keenly  by 
the  audience,  and  altogether  a  most  entertaining,  instructive, 
and  delightful  evening  was  spent.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Howie,  proposed  by  Mr.  Lucas  and  seconded  by  Mr.  De 
Morgan,  was  received  with  loud  bursts  of  cheering,  nd  Mr. 
Howie  having  replied,  with  sympathetic  reference  to  the  ill- 
ness of  his  friend  the  principal,  the  meeting  was  brought  to  a 
close.  The  next  lecture  will  be  given  in  January  by  Mr.  W. 
Harrison  Martindale,  Ph.D.  (Marburg),  F.C.S.,  the  subject 
being  radio-activity. 

Spectacle^maftere*  Company. 

THERE  were  thirty-two  candidates  for  the  recent  general 
optics  and  sight-testing  examination  of  the  Spectacle- 
makers'  Company,  of  whom  thirteen  failed  in  general  optics 
and  eleven  in  sight-testing.  Among  those  who  passed  are  the 
following  chemists  : 

General  Optics. 
Ching,  S.,  Brighton  Skilbeck,  F.  M.,  Morpeth 

Corfe,  F.  M.,  Maidstone         Smith,  B.  S.,  Hastings 
Hartley,  H.,  Todmorden         Sweetman,  R.  V.,  Ludlow 
Ingham,  J.,  London  Tristram,  E.  W.,  Kensington 

Marchant,  W.  S.,  Highbury    Williams,  F.,  Aberdare 
Shearman,  C.  W.,  London 

Sight-testing. 

Beer,  B.,  Redhill      '  Roberts,  W.,  Pontlottyn 

Fairburn,  H.,  Northallerton    Smith,  B.  S..  Hastings 
Jones,  E.  L.,  Aberayron         Sweetman,  R.  Wv  Ludlow 
Marchant,  W.  S.,  London        Watson,  J.,  Hastings 
Mercer,  F.  N.,  Llandudno      Williams,  F.,  Aberdare 
Rigby,  W.,  Barnsley 

Special  Examination. 
There  were  nine  candidates  for  this  examination  and  two 
failed.    The  following  chemists  passed  : 
Corfe,  F.  M.  Shimwell,  T.  H. 

Hartley,  H.  Skilbeck,  J.  M. 

Inge,  P.  Whitehead,  A. 


Comma  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Westminster 


Saturday,  December  16. 

Inter-Pharmacy   Football   League.  Match: 
College  v.  Square. 

Monday,  December  18. 
'Edinburgh   Pharmacy   Athletic    Club,    Carlton   Hotel,  at 
8.30  p.m.   Annual  smoking-concert,  Mr.  W.  L.  Beaumont 
in  the  chair. 

Wednesday,  December  20. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  Forth  British 
Branch,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  Evening 
meeting.  The  following  papers  will  be  read:  "Report 
on  Sicilian  Essential  Oils,"  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney  and 
C.  T.  Bennett ;  "  Vegetable  Wax  Found  on  the  Shetland 
Coast,"  bv  Mr.  John  Lothian  ;  "  An  Incompatible  Quinine 
Mixture,"  bv  Mr.  Joseph  Tait ;  "  Ferric  Chloride  in  Mix- 
tures," by  Mr.  William  Duncan. 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Norfolk  Hotel,  London 
Street.  Paddington,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale- 
on  "  The  New  t'nited  States  Pharmacopoeia." 

Boyal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.C.,  at. 
8  p.m.  Mr.  D.  M.  S.  Watson  on  "  A  Fern  Fructification 
from  the  Lower  Coal-measures  of  Shore,  Lancashire."' 
There  will  also  be  an  exhibition  of  balsam-mounted  slides- 
by  the  late  Andrew  Pritchards. 

Thursday,  December  21. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly.  W.,  at  8.30 
p.m.  Among  the  papers  to  be  read  is  one  by  Professor 
Crossley  and  Miss  Renouf. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street.  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Social  evening;  Mr.  J,  F.  Harring- 
ton in  the  chair. 


